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ZONING RESOLUTION FOR THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF 

CARBON COUNTY, WYOMING 
 
BE IT ORDAINED by the County Commissioners, Carbon County, Wyoming pursuant to the 
authority conferred by the provisions of Wyoming Statutes (W.S.) Chapter 5, Sections 18-5-201 
through 18-5-208 and 18-5-501 through 18-5-513. 
 

CHAPTER 1 
 

TITLE AND PURPOSE 
 
 

Section 1.1 TITLE 
A resolution establishing specified land use districts or zones, and to regulate therein, buildings 
and structures according to their construction and the nature of and the extent of the uses of 
land, in the unincorporated area of Carbon County, Wyoming, hereinafter referred to as the 
County, and providing for the administration and enforcement of the provisions herein contained 
and fixing penalties for the violations thereof, and specifically amending the “Carbon County, 
Wyoming, Zoning Resolution of 2003." 
 
 
Section 1.2 SHORT TITLE 
This Resolution shall be known and may be cited as: "The Carbon County Zoning Resolution of 
2015.” 
 
 
Section 1.3 AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE 
This Resolution is adopted pursuant to the authority conferred under Wyoming Statutes §. 18-5-
201 through 18-5-208 W.S. 1977 and 18-5-501 through 18-5-513 for the purpose of promoting 
the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of Carbon County. 
 
 
Section 1.4 NON-LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES 
This Resolution may not be construed to hold Carbon County or its officers, agents or employees 
responsible for any damage to persons, property or business interests resulting from any 
inspection or any failure to inspect, from the issuance, denials, suspension or revocation of any 
permit or from the institution of any enforcement action. 
 
 
Section 1.5  DECLARATION AND  OBJECTIVES 
This Zoning Resolution is adopted to promote the public health, safety and the general welfare of 
the people of Carbon County, and to further the following related and more specific objectives: 
 

A. to guide and regulate the orderly growth, development and redevelopment of the County 
in accordance with  the comprehensive plan of long-term goals, strategies, actions, 
objectives, principals, and standards deemed beneficial to the interests and welfare of 
the people; 

 
B. to protect the established character and the social and economic well-being of both 

private and public property; 
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C. to promote, in the public interest, the use of land for the purposes for which it is most 
appropriate; 

 
D. to secure safety from fire, flooding, panic, and other dangers, and to provide adequate 

light and air; 
 

E. to prevent overcrowding of land or buildings, and to avoid development sprawl in the 
rural portions of the county; 

 
F. to protect residential, agricultural, business, industrial and recreational uses alike from 

harmful or detrimental encroachment by incompatible uses, and to insure that land 
allocated to a zoning district shall not be usurped by other inappropriate uses; and 

 
G. to foster the State’s agriculture, mineral, recreational and other industries; 

 
H. to reduce, and where possible, prevent traffic congestion on public streets and 

highways; 
 

I. to conserve the value of buildings and to enhance the value of land throughout the 
county. 

 
 
Section 1.6 AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

A. Policies. 
It is declared the policy of the County to conserve, protect and encourage agricultural 
production. It is the purpose and intent of this Section to reduce the loss to the County of 
its agricultural resources by minimizing the circumstances under which agricultural 
operations may be considered a nuisance. 
 

B. Findings, Purpose. 
The Board of County Commissioners finds that it is in the public's interest to preserve 
and protect agricultural land and operations within the county and to specifically protect 
these lands for agricultural, timber, and mineral use.   

 
C. Precedence Clause. 

The provisions of this Section shall take precedence over all ordinances or parts of 
ordinances or resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith and the same are 
hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict, and no further.  Nothing in this Section 
shall be construed as in any way modifying or abridging State law. 
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CHAPTER 2  

 
APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS 

 
 
Section 2.1 NONCONFORMING USES, BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES 
A. Purpose and Intent.  

It is recognized that there may exist, within the zone districts established by this Resolution, 
uses, buildings and structures which were lawfully established ("grandfathered") before this 
Zoning Resolution was adopted or amended that now do not conform to the standards of this 
Zoning Resolution. It is the intent of this Resolution to permit those nonconforming uses, 
buildings and structures to continue in accordance with the following provisions: 
 

B. Repairs and Maintenance.  
Normal maintenance and repairs of a building or other structure containing a nonconforming 
use is permitted, provided it does not extend the floor area occupied by the nonconforming 
use. 
 

C. Alteration or Addition.  
The alteration or addition to any existing building or structure for the purpose of effecting any 
change in use shall be in conformity with the provisions of this resolution. 
 

D. Tenancy or Ownership.  
There may be a change of tenancy, ownership or management of a nonconforming lot, 
structure or use provided there is not a change in the nature or character of said non-
conformity.  
 

E. Relocation.   
A nonconforming structure or a structure housing a nonconforming use shall not be moved, 
in whole or in part, to another location on or off the parcel of land on which it is located, unless 
it shall thereafter conform to the provisions of the Zone District in which it is moved. 
 

F. Termination. 
1. If a nonconforming use is discontinued any future use of such land, building or structure 

shall be in conformity with the provisions of this resolution. A nonconforming use shall 
be deemed to have been terminated and shall not thereafter be reinstated: 

a. When it has been discontinued for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months. 
b. Intent to resume a nonconforming use shall not be considered continuance of the 

nonconforming use. 
 

2. Damage to Structures. If a nonconforming structure is damaged or destroyed in any 
manner from any cause, and the cost of repairing such damage exceeds sixty percent 
(60%) of the value of improvements or replacement cost of such structure on the date 
of such damage, it shall not be repaired or restored except in conformance with this 
Zoning Resolution. 

a. In determining the value of improvements or replacement cost of any 
nonconforming structure, the cost of land or any factors other than the 
nonconforming structure itself shall not be included. 

b. Value of Improvements or replacement cost shall be calculated by using the most 
recent County Assessor’s-Notice of Assessment. 
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Section 2.2  NONCONFORMING LOTS  
A. Definition.   

A lawful nonconforming ("grandfathered") lot is a platted lot in a county approved subdivision 
or lot of record which existed prior to July 1, 2001, and does not comply with the lot size 
requirements for the District in which the lot is located. For purposes of this Section, the 
definition of Lot shall include the term Parcel.  

 
B. Lot of Record.  

In any district in which a proposed use is permitted, notwithstanding limitations imposed by 
other provisions of this Resolution, said use may be conducted and necessary customary 
buildings may be erected on any vacant single lot of record after the effective date of this 
Resolution. This provision shall apply even though such lot fails to meet the requirements for 
minimum lot size applicable to the zone, providing the use and buildings must comply with all 
the regulations for the zone in which such lot is located. 
 

C. Merger.   
If separately created, contiguous lots are merged by a recorded instrument, combining two or 
more lots into a single legal description, the new combined lot shall be regarded as a single 
lot. 

 
D. Rezone of Nonconforming Parcel.  

The Planning Director may waive the application fee when the record owner is requesting a 
Zone Change or Conditional Use Permit, which would bring the nonconforming lot, structure 
or use into conformance. 

 
Section 2.3 EXTRACTION OR PRODUCTION OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
A. In accordance with State Statutes (W.S. §18-5-201), this Resolution shall not prevent any use 

or occupancy reasonably necessary to the extraction or production of the mineral resources 
in or under any lands subject thereto.  However, prior to actual extraction of the mineral, the 
area shall be properly zoned and all other applicable requirements of this Zoning Resolution 
shall be met. 
 

B. The prohibition against preventing any use or occupancy reasonably necessary for the 
extraction or production of the mineral resources does not apply to sand, gravel, rock and 
limestone. 

 
Section 2.4  ZONE DISTRICTS 
For the purposes of this Resolution, the County is divided into nine (9) classes of zoning districts 
as follows: 

 
Section 4.4 RAM Zone  Ranching, Agriculture, Mining (Formally Open Range (OR)) 
Section 4.5 FPSR Zone Forestry Production and Seasonal Recreation  
 (Formally Forest Production & Recreation (FPR)) 
Section 4.6 RRA Zone  Rural Residential Agriculture 
Section 4.7 RD Zone  Residential 
Section 4.8 C-1 Zone  Neighborhood Commercial 
Section 4.9 C-2 Zone  Highway Commercial 
Section 4.10 IL Zone  Limited Industrial 
Section 4.11 IH Zone  Heavy Industrial (Formally Industrial) 
Section 4.12 PUD Zone  Planned Unit Development 
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Section 2.5 DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
A. The boundaries of each zone district are established as shown on the Carbon County Zoning 

Map and in the official records of the Zoning Officer. 
 

B. The District boundary lines are intended generally to follow the centerline of streets and similar 
right-of-way or lot lines, or straight line projections of such lines, or County boundary lines, 
Township or Section lines all as shown in the records of the Zoning Officer by a specific 
dimension expressing its distance in feet from a street line or another boundary line as 
indicated. 

 
C. In case of uncertainty as to the true location of a District boundary line in a particular instance, 

the determination thereof shall be made by the Zoning Officer.   An appeal may be taken to 
the Commission and the Board, as provided in Chapter 6. 

 
Section 2.6 RELATION OF ZONING RESOLUTION TO OTHER PROVISION OF LAW, 
COVENANTS AND AGREEMENTS 
A. Nothing contained in this Resolution shall be taken to repeal, abrogate, annul, or in any way 

impair or interfere with any provisions of law or ordinance or regulations, existing or as may 
be adopted in the future.  Nor is it intended by this Resolution to interfere with or abrogate or 
annul any easements, covenants or other agreements between parties. 
 

B. Where this Resolution imposes a greater restriction upon the use of buildings, structure, 
premises, lots or land, or upon the height of buildings or structures or requires larger lots, 
yards, courts, or other open spaces than imposed or required by such other provisions of law, 
ordinance, or regulation, or by such easement, covenants or agreement, the provisions of this 
Resolution shall control. 
 

C. No provisions contained in this Resolution shall be construed as justifying the encroachment 
of any building or structure within any street lines now or hereafter laid down or officially 
mapped. 
 

D. Specifically, in regards to the Subdivision Regulations of Carbon County of 1980, as amended, 
creation of an improper subdivision is cause to deny a zone change. 
 

E. Public Lands:  The government of the United States and the Sate of Wyoming and their 
agencies, departments and political subdivisions are exempt from the requirements of these 
regulations when undertaking governmental development activities on their lands, except 
when compliance with these regulations is required by the same government, agencies and 
departments. 

 
Section 2.7 VALIDITY 
If any article, section, subsection, paragraph, clause, phrase or provision of this Resolution of the 
location of any District boundary shown in the records of the Zoning Officer that forms a part 
hereof shall be adjudged invalid or held unconstitutional, the same shall not affect the validity of 
this Resolution or records of the Zoning Officer as a whole or any part of provisions hereof other 
than the part so adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional. 
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CHAPTER 3 

 
DEFINITIONS 

 
 
CONSTRUCTION 
Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions set out in this chapter shall be used in the 
interpretation and construction of these regulations.  Words used in the present tense shall 
include the future tense and the future tense shall include the present tense; the singular 
number shall include the plural number, and the plural number shall include the singular. 
 
The word “SHALL” is mandatory and not directory; and the word “MAY” is permissive. 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
ADJACENT OR ABUTTING 
Land having a common property line or separated only by an alley, easement, or public or 
private road.  
 
ACCESS DRIVE 
A private drive connecting a street or alley with a parking or loading area or space and of 
sufficient width to permit safely the passage of all vehicles, equipment, machinery, trailers, 
mobile homes and pedestrians which may normally or reasonably be expected to seek access 
to the parking or loading area or space. Whenever the size, location or use of loading areas 
reasonably necessitates the use of such drive by emergency vehicles the drive shall be of 
adequate width and design to permit the passage of such emergency vehicles to be considered 
as an access drive within the meaning of these regulations. 
 
ACREAGE 
Land which is customarily measured in terms of acres rather than front feet or square feet.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL – SEE ZONING OFFICER 
 
AGRICULTURE, COMMERCIAL 
Agricultural enterprises that are designed to produce a profit for the operator(s) and incur 
substantial financial liability to that end in addition to the cost of land(s); and encompasses 
property, either through deed, lease or permit, that is of sufficient size to allow the viability of the 
enterprise.   
 
AGRICULTURE, GENERAL 
Farming, dairying, pasturage, grazing and penning, tree farming, nursery, horticulture, 
floriculture, viticulture, apiaries, and animal and poultry husbandry, but not including feedlots, 
slaughter houses, hog farms, fur farms, frog farms, fertilizer works, plants for the reduction of 
animal matter. 
 
AGRICULTURE, INDUSTRIAL 
Agricultural enterprises of an intensive scope and corporate nature that are designed to produce 
and distribute farm products on a large scale and may produce significant levels of waste.  
Industrial agricultural uses may include feedlots, animal feeding operations, slaughterhouses, 
hog farms, fur farms, poultry farms, frog farms, fertilizer works, plants for the reduction of animal 
matter, commercial greenhouses, and stockyards. 
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AGRICULTURE, NON-COMMERCIAL 
Agricultural activities that may supplement other sources of income but not necessarily 
designed to be economically sustaining.  
 
ALLEY OR LANE 
A public or private way not more than thirty feet (30') wide affording only secondary means of 
access to abutting property and not intended for general traffic circulation. 
 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
A building where animals are given medical or surgical treatment for compensation and where 
the boarding of animals is incidental to such treatment. The designation "small animal hospital" 
shall indicate that such treatment shall be limited to dogs, cats, rabbits, birds and similar small 
animals. 
 
ANIMAL CREMATORIUM 
A place used for cremation; a building or furnace where animals are incinerated. 
 
ANIMAL PRODUCTS PROCESSING PLANTS 
Buildings and premises for the preparation for wholesale distribution of animals or animal 
products, including but not limited to, slaughterhouses, fat rendering, tallow works, fertilizer 
plants, tanneries, packing and canning, and distillation of bones. 
 
ANTENNA 
Means any transmitting or receiving device mounted on a tower, building or structure and used 
in communications that radiate or capture electromagnetic waves, digital signals, analog 
signals, radio frequencies (excluding radar signals), wireless communications signals or other 
communication signals. 
 
ANTENNA ARRAY 
Groups of antennas designed to send and/or receive transmissions. Microwave antennas 
associated with the transmission of cellular signals are considered by definition to be part of the 
same antenna array as the cellular antennas.  
 
AUTOMOBILE REPAIR 

a. Major. General repair, rebuilding or reconditioning of engines, including removal of 
same; motor vehicle, truck or trailer collision service, including body, frame or fender 
straightening or repair; over-all painting or paint shop. 

b. Minor. Upholstering, replacement of parts and motor service, not including removal of 
the motor, to passenger cars and trucks not exceeding one and one-half (1-1/2) tons 
capacity, but not including any operation under "automobile repair, major." 

 
AUTOMOBILE SERVICE, GAS OR FILLING STATION 
A place which provides for the servicing, washing and fueling of operating motor vehicles, 
including minor repairs, and the sales of merchandise and supplies incidental thereto. 
 
AUTOMOTIVE SALES 
The sale from the premises of motor vehicles, accessory parts and supplies, and the provision 
of services generally required in the operation and maintenance of motor vehicles including the 
major repair or painting of motor vehicles, body work and installation of major accessories, as 
well as the washing and polishing of motor vehicles. 
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AUTO REDUCTION YARD 
An area or business used for dismantling, wrecking, dumping or storage of inoperative vehicles 
including the buying, selling or dealing in such vehicles or parts of vehicles.  This shall include 
inoperative vehicles and vehicle parts, which are part of an auto repair or body shop operation if 
left for more than 90 days. 
 
AUTO WRECKER SERVICE 
The towing of wrecked, damaged, inoperable, repossessed or stolen vehicles and vehicles held 
for impoundment or investigation from one location to another.  Said service shall not include 
the storage of vehicles over 90 days or reduction of the towed vehicles.  An auto wrecker 
service may be an accessory use to an auto repair station, auto reduction yard or auto service 
station.  
 
BED & BREAKSFAST FACILITY 
A private home that is used to provide temporary accommodations for a charge to the public 
with not more than four (4) lodging units or not more than a daily average of eight (8) persons 
per night during any thirty (30) day period in which no more than two (2) family style meals are 
provided per twenty four (24) hour period. 
 
BENEFICIATION 
The dressing or processing of ores for the purpose of regulating the size of a desired product; 
removing unwanted constituents; and improving the quality, purity or assay grade of a desired 
product. 
 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS – “Board” 
Board of County Commissioners of Carbon County, State of Wyoming. 
 
BOARDING HOUSE 
A dwelling or part thereof where meals or meals and lodging are provided for compensation for 
three (3) or more persons, not transient. 
 
 
BUFFER  
Means a combination of physical space 
and vertical elements, such as plants, 
berms, fences and /or walls, the purpose 
of which is to separate and screen land 
uses from each other or reduce the visual 
impact of large structures or parking areas 
along high traffic streets.  
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BUILDING 
Any structure having a roof used or intended to be used for the shelter or enclosure of persons, 
animals or property. When such a structure is divided into separate parts by one (1) or more 
unpierced walls extending from the ground or foundation up, each part is deemed a separate 
building, except as regards minimum size yard requirements. 
 
BUILDING 

a. Accessory. A detached subordinate building located on the same building site as the 
main building and designated and intended for a use which is subordinate to the use of 
the main building or principal use of the property. 

 
b. Main. A building in which is conducted the principal use of the building site on which it is 

situated. 
 

c. Site. See Lot or Parcel. 
 
BUILDING HEIGHT 
The vertical distance measured from the average finished grade at the foundation corners of the 
building or structure to the highest point of the building or structure, excluding a chimney or 
other similar structure as listed in Chapter 5, General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 
Uses, Section 5.1 - Supplementary Regulations.  
 
BUILDING PERMIT 
A Permit issued by the Department of Planning and Development authorizing construction of a 
structure. 
 
CAMPGROUND 
An outdoor recreation facility providing visitor accommodations in the form of recreational 
vehicle or tents sites, and has no permanent facilities other than management offices and 
sanitary facilities. 
 
CAMPING 
The temporary occupation of a portion of land by any of the following: tent, tent trailer, pick-up 
and camper, travel trailer, motor home or recreational vehicle. 
 
CARBON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS – “Board” 
Board of County Commissioners of Carbon County, State of Wyoming. 
 
CEMETERY 
Land used or intended to be used for the burial of the dead and dedicated for cemetery 
purposes and including, but not limited to, columbarium’s, crematories, mausoleums, mortuaries 
and chapels when operated in conjunction with and within the boundary of such cemetery, and 
any activity or business designed for the benefit, service, convenience, education or spiritual 
uplift of record owners or persons visiting the cemetery when operated in conjunction with and 
within the boundary of the cemetery and which is compatible with the purpose of the cemetery 
and is incidental thereto. 
 
CISTERN 
A cistern means a water storage tank used for potable water when an individual well or public 
water supply are not available. 
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CLEAR VISION AREA 
The triangular area adjacent to the intersection of any road, street or driveway within which no 
obstruction may be placed that blocks the sight lines for vehicular traffic.  Also known as corner 
clearance or sight triangle. 

COMMERCIAL STORAGE YARD 
Means a parcel of land, or portion thereof, used for the purpose of storing materials, equipment, 
vehicles or machinery, that are not, or will not be used on said parcel by that business at that 
location.  
 
COMMISSION, PLANNING AND ZONING – “Commission” 
The Planning and Zoning Commission of Carbon County, State of Wyoming.  
 
COMMERCIAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY  
Means any facility receiving a monthly average greater than five hundred (500) short tons per 
day of unprocessed household refuse or mixed household and industrial refuse for management 
or disposal.    
 
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT BUILDING 
Buildings housing electrical and mechanical equipment necessary for the conduct of a public 
utility or private communications business with or without personnel. 
 
COMMUNITY CARE FACILITY 
Community Care Facility includes all the use types defined in State law as Community Care 
Facility and refers to any facility, place or building which is maintained and operated to provide 
non-medical residential care, day care, or home-finding agency services for children, adults, or 
children and adults, including but not limited to, the physically handicapped, mentally impaired, 
incompetent persons and abused or neglected adults and children. Community Care Facilities 
providing these services for six (6) or fewer individuals shall be considered a residential use of 
the property for the purpose of zoning. (See also "Family Day Care Homes" and "Family Day 
Care Centers".)  
 
CONSTRUCTION/DEMOLITION LANDFILL 
Means a solid waste management facility that accepts only inert construction waste, demolition 
waste, street sweepings, brush or other material specifically approved by the Wyoming 
Department of Environmental Quality. 
 
COTTAGE INDUSTRY 
Cottage industry refers to establishments primarily engaged in the on-site production of goods 
by hand manufacturing, which involve only the use of hand tools or which have a limited impact 
on adjoining development by virtue of either low development densities or more stringent review 
and standards. Examples of typical low intensity uses include ceramic studios, custom jewelry 
or small furniture and cabinet manufacturers. Additional uses may be considered where 
specifically identified in the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
 
COUNTY 
The unincorporated area of Carbon County, Wyoming. 
 
COURT 
An open, unoccupied space, other than a yard, on the same lot with a building or group of 
buildings and which is bounded on two or more sides by such building or buildings.  
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CREMATORIUM  
A place used for cremation; a building or furnace where corpses are incinerated. 
 
CREMATORIUM, ANIMAL 
A place used for cremation; a building or furnace where animals are incinerated. 
 
DENSITY 

a. Density. A means of describing the distribution of population or dwelling units over an 
area of land. Typically expressed as a number of dwelling units per a given acreage. 

 
b. Accessory Dwelling Unit.  An “ADU” is an additional single family dwelling unit that is 

separate and independent of the principal or primary dwelling unit. 
 

c. Density, Planned. The density anticipated to be achievable and appropriate for a given 
area; Planned density is expressed as a minimum or maximum parcel size, or range of 
parcel-sizes. 

 
d. Density. Minimum Parcel Size. The smallest parcel size  recommended by the Plan or 

permitted within the zone.  
 

e. Density. Maximum Parcel Size. The largest parcel size recommended by the Plan or 
permitted within the zone. 

 
DENSITY ZONING 
Averaging residential density over an entire parcel without restriction to lot sizes. 
 
DISTANCE BETWEEN STRUCTURES 
The shortest horizontal distance measured between the vertical walls of structures.  
 
DUMP 
A plot of land or part thereof used primarily for disposal by abandonment, dumping, burial, 
burning, incineration, or any other means for whatever purpose, of garbage, offal, sewage, 
trash, refuse, junk, discarded machinery, vehicles or parts thereof, or waste material of any kind. 
 
DWELLING 

a. Dwelling. Any building or portion thereof containing one or more dwelling units designed 
or used exclusively as a residence or sleeping place for one or more families, but not 
including a tent, boat, travel trailer, labor camp, hotel or motel. 

 
b. Single-Family Dwelling. A building containing exclusively one (1) dwelling unit. 

 
c. Two Family or Duplex Dwelling. A detached building under one roof designed for or 

occupied exclusively by two (2) families living independently of each other. 
 

d. Multi-Family Dwelling. A building or portion thereof containing three (3) or more dwelling 
units, including apartments and flats but excluding rooming and boarding houses, 
lodging houses, motels, mobile home parks, hotels, fraternity or sorority houses and 
private residence clubs. 
 

e. Seasonal or Recreational Dwelling. A dwelling unit that is not used as a principal 
residence that may be occupied weekends and for brief periods during the year. 
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f. Employee Dwelling.  Accessory residential structures that house people employed by 
the residents of the principal building or owners of the property and that is not used for 
rental purposes. 

 
EMPLOYEE 
A person who performs any service on a full-time, part-time or contract basis, regardless of 
whether the person is denominated an employee, independent contractor, agent or otherwise 
and regardless of whether said person is paid a salary, wage or other compensation by the 
operator of said business. 
 
EMERGENCY VEHICLE 
Self-propelled vehicle or trailer used in the discharge of the duties of public districts, agencies, 
or departments or privately owned public utilities responsible for fire prevention and control, 
policing, medical services, sanitation, sewage, drainage, flood control, and public utility 
maintenance and service.  
 
EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL PLAN 
A plan that is designed to minimize the accelerated erosion and sediment runoff at a site during 
construction activities.  Erosion and sediment control plans include wind erosion and dust 
control. 
 
FAMILY 
A group of individuals not necessarily related by blood, marriage, adoption, or guardianship 
living together in a dwelling unit as a single housekeeping unit under a common housekeeping 
management plan based on an intentionally structured relationship providing organization and 
stability.  See Household. 
 
FAMILY DAY CARE CENTER 
Family Day Care Center refers to any facility which provides, to more than twelve (12) persons, 
non-medical care, or personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the 
activities of daily living or for the protection of the individual on a less than twenty-four (24) hour 
basis. Such Day Care Centers are a residential use of the property and a conditional use permit 
shall be required for the establishment of such a center. (See also "Community Care Facilities" 
and "Family Day Care Homes".) 
 
FAMILY DAY CARE HOME 
Family Day Care Home refers to any facility which provides, to twelve (12) or fewer children 
(including children who reside at the home), non-medical care, or personal services, 
supervision, or assistance for sustaining the activities of daily living or for the protection of the 
individual on a less than twenty-four (24) hour basis. (See also "Community Care Facility" and 
"Family Day Care Center".) 
 
FEEDLOT 
Means a lot, yard, corral or other area in which livestock are confined, primarily for the purposes 
of feeding and growth prior to slaughter.  The term does not include areas which are used for 
the raising of crops or other vegetation and upon which livestock are allowed to graze or feed. 
 
FLOODPLAIN – See Appendix B - Carbon County Flood Damage Prevention Resolution, 
1983-11, as amended by Resolution 1989.10.  
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FLOOR AREA 
Gross: The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of a building from the exterior 
face of exterior walls, or from the centerline of a wall separating two buildings, but excluding any 
space where the floor-to-ceiling height is less than six feet.  

Net:   Floor Area = Gross Floor Area – 15 percent (%).   
Note: The 15% accounts for stairwells, elevator shafts, equipment\utility rooms and similar 
enclosed space. 

  
FRONTAGE or LOT FRONTAGE – See Chapter 5 – General Regulations Applying to all 
Districts and Uses 
 
FRONTAGE ROAD 
A service road, usually parallel to a highway, designed to reduce the number of driveways that 
intersect the highway. 
 
FUNERAL HOME  
A building used for the preparation of the deceased for burial and the display of the deceased 
and rituals connected therewith before burial or cremation. 
 
FUR FARM 
A place at which fur-bearing animals are bred and raised for commercial purposes, such as 
breeding stock or for the reclamation of pelts. 
 
GARAGE 

a. Private, Residential. A structure that is accessory to a residential building, including 
covered parking space(s) or carport and that is used for the parking and storage of 
vehicles, camping trailers or boats and is not a commercial enterprise. . 

 
b. Public. Any building or portion thereof used primarily for the parking and storage of 

vehicles, camping trailers or boats and available to the general public, except those 
herein defined as a private garage, used for the storage or care of self-propelled 
vehicles, trailers and boats or where any such are equipped for operation or repair or 
kept for remuneration and hire. 

 
c. Repair.   Any building, premises or land in which or upon which a business, service or 

industry involving the maintenance, servicing repair or painting of vehicles is conducted 
or rendered.   
 

d. Storage. Any structure or portion thereof or premises, except those herein defined as 
private garages, used exclusively for the storage for remuneration or hire of self-
propelled vehicles, trailers and boats.  

 
GRADE 
The average of the finished ground level at the center of all walls of a building. 
 
GRADE, FINISHED 
The finished surface of the ground after grading for development. 
 
GRADE, NATURAL 
The surface of the ground prior to grading for development. 
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GRAVEL MINE 
Any site on which a pit or excavation is located from which gravel or aggregate is extracted. 
 
GUEST RANCH 
A working ranch that provides guest accommodations and recreational activities for guests. 
 
HEARING OFFICER 
A member of the Planning and Zoning Commission or its designated representative. 
 
HIGH WATER MARK 
Means the visible line on the edge of a river, stream, lake, pond, spring or seep up to which the 
presence and action of water are so usual and long conditioned (with a recurrence interval of 
ten (10) years or less) so as to create a distinct character with respect to vegetation and nature 
of the soil. 
 
HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION FACILITIES  
Any location utilized for the storage, maintenance or preparation of materials and equipment 
used in highway and street construction; and, any other structures or uses needed for the 
purpose of constructing highways and/or streets.  Highway Construction Facilities include 
concrete and asphalt plants but do not include Temporary Living Facilities. 
 
HOG FARM 
Any premises used for the raising or keeping of ten (10) or more sows when raised, fed or 
fattened for purposes of sale and consumption by other than the owner of the site.  
 
HOME OCCUPATION 
Any use or activity, as determined by the Planning Commission, carried out for financial gain by 
a resident and conducted as a customary, incidental and accessory use in the resident’s 
dwelling unit and which: 
 

a. Is confined completely within the dwelling and occupies not more than twenty-five 
percent (25%) of the gross area of one floor thereof; and 
 

b. Involves no sales of merchandise other than that produced on the premises or 
merchandise directly related to and incidental to the occupation; and 
 

c. Is carried on by the members of the family occupying the dwelling, with no other person 
employed; and 
 

d. Produces no evidence of its existence in the external appearance of the dwelling or 
premises, or in the creation of noise, odors, smoke or other nuisances to a degree 
greater than that normal for the neighborhood; and 
 

e. Does not generate pedestrian or vehicular traffic beyond that normal in the 
neighborhood in which located; and 
 

f. Meets the requirements of the County Fire Warden and fire district of jurisdiction; and 
 

g. Requires no addition or extensions to, or structural, electrical or plumbing alterations in 
the dwelling; and 
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h. Involves no equipment other than that customarily used in dwellings, except that the 
Planning Commission may, in particular cases, modify the provisions above for locations 
in outlying communities; and 
 

i. The following shall not be deemed to be home occupations; hospitals, sanitariums, 
antique shops, eating establishments, bakeries, barber shops, beauty shops and animal 
hospitals. 

 
HOTEL 
A facility offering transient lodging accommodation to the general public which may provide 
additional services such as restaurant, meeting rooms, entertainment and recreational facilities. 
 
HOUSEHOLD 
A family living together in a single dwelling unit, with common access to and common use of all 
living and eating areas and all areas and facilities for the preparation and serving of food within 
the dwelling unit.  See Family Definition. 
  
INSTRUCTION, COMMERCIAL 
Schools or classes operated within a building to give instruction in any art, profession, trade or 
business, for compensation, and including but not limited to, instruction in cosmetology, 
hairdressing, barbering, bartending, music, dancing, typing, shorthand or other business skills, 
electronics or engineering. 
 
JUNKYARD 
Any aggregate area of more than 200 square feet within any parcel lot or contiguous lots and 
located within 1,000 feet of any public street or highway which is used as a place where 
imported waste, inoperable household appliances, inoperable machinery, inoperable motor 
vehicles, portions of inoperable motor vehicles or discarded or salvaged materials are 
disassembled, handled, placed, processed, baled, packaged or stored.  This includes, but is not 
limited to; auto and trailer wrecking yards, scrap metal yards, wrecking yards, used lumberyards 
and places or yards for storage of salvaged house wrecking and structural steel material and 
equipment. This does not include the above activities when conducted entirely within a 
completely enclosed building, nor does it include pawn shops and establishments for the sale, 
purchase or storage of used furniture and household equipment when conducted entirely within 
a completely enclosed building, nor the sale or storage of used cars, farm machinery, trailers or 
boats in working condition, nor the salvage of materials incidental to manufacturing or farm 
operations, provided such salvage takes place where the manufacturing or farming is done. 
 
KENNEL 
Any premises, except those accessory to an agriculture use, where small domestic animals, not 
sick or injured, are boarded for compensation or cared for or trained for hire, or are kept for sale 
or breeding purposes. 
 
KITCHEN OR KITCHENETTE 
Any space used or designated to be used for cooking and preparing food, whether the cooking 
unit is permanent or temporary and portable. 
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LABOR CAMP, INCLUDING AGRICULTURAL OR FARM LABOR CAMP 
Any living quarters, dwelling, boarding house, tent, bunk house, mobile home or other housing 
accommodation that is regularly maintained in connection with any work or place where work is 
being performed, and the premises upon which they are situated, or the areas set aside and 
provided for camping of five (5) or more employees by a labor contractor. Labor camps shall 
also mean a labor supply camp, which is any place, area or piece of land where a person 
engages in the business of providing sleeping places or camping grounds for five (5) or more 
employees or prospective employees. 
 
LANDSCAPING 
The modification of a site for an aesthetic or functional purpose, including any combination of 
living plants, natural and structural features. 
 

a. Landscape Setback.  The minimum required landscaping area on property which is 
adjacent to a property line common to a street right-of-way.   
 

b. Internal Landscaping.  The landscaped area that lies within the property lines.   
 

c. Xeriscape.  A landscape design that uses limited turf area, mulches, efficient irrigation 
such as a drip or subsurface and native, adaptive or drought tolerant plant materials to 
achieve water conservation. 

 
LANDSCAPE PLAN 
A component of a development plan or site plan that depicts existing and planned plant and 
other material in relation to buildings, walkways, driveways and other relevant site information. 
 
LANDFILL 
A disposal site in which refuse (including construction debris) and earth, or other suitable cover 
material are deposited and compacted in alternate layers of specified depth in accordance with 
an approved plan.  Also referred to as Sanitary Landfill. 
 
LICENSED PREMISES 
Premises licensed by the State of Wyoming and the Board of County Commissioners for the 
sale, manufacture and consumption on the premises of alcoholic beverages. 
 
LIVESTOCK 
One or more domesticated animals, including but not limited to cattle, swine, horses, llamas, 
alpacas, sheep and poultry raised in an agricultural setting to produce commodities such as 
food, fiber and animal labor. 
 
LOT 
A tract, plot or portion of a subdivision or other parcel of land intended as a unit for the purpose 
whether immediate or future, of transfer of ownership or possession, or for building 
development.  See Lot Layout Diagram, Chapter 5 – General Regulations Applying to all 
Districts and Uses. 

 
a. Lot, Corner. A lot abutting upon two (2) or more streets at their intersection, or upon two 

(2) parts of the same street forming an interior angle of less than 135 degrees. 
 

b. Lot, Interior. A lot other than a corner lot. 
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c. Lot, Double Frontage or Through Lot.  A lot with both the front and rear lot lines abutting 
a road right of way. 

  
d. Lot, Flag.  A lot that does not meet the minimum frontage requirements and where 

access to the public street or road is by a narrow, private right-of-way or driveway.  
 
LOT, SUBSTANDARD 
A "substandard lot" means a lot which has been lawfully separated from adjoining property by 
plat or a metes and bounds description as on a deed but does not meet the standards required 
of a lot or building site. 
 
LOT AREA 
The total area of a lot.  For lots less than one (1) acre in size, lot size shall be the total area of a 
lot, exclusive of any street measured horizontally between bordering lot lines. 
 
LOT COVERAGE 
The percentage of lot size covered by the vertical projection of any structure excluding any 
structure not extending above the grade. 
 
LOT DEPTH 
The average horizontal distance of the side lot lines between the front and rear lot lines 
measured in the direction of the side lot lines. 
 
LOT LINE(S) – See Lot Layout Diagram, Chapter 5 – General Regulations Applying to all 
Districts and Uses.  
 
LOT WIDTH 
The horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at right angles to the depth of the 
lot at the front yard -setback line.  
 
LOW HAZARD-LOW VOLUME TREATMENT, PROCESSING, STORAGE AND TRANSFER 
FACILITY 
A solid waste transfer, treatment, storage and processing facility receiving 50 cubic yards or 
less of solid waste per day and occupying no more than five (5) acres, including a twenty foot 
buffer zone within a fenced facility boundary, which individually or in combination manage no 
more than the specified types and quantities of waste as described and permitted by the 
WDEQ. 
 
MAN-CAMPS – SEE TEMPORARY LIVING FACILITIES OR LABOR CAMPS 
 
MANUFACTURED HOME or HOUSING 
Factory-built, single family structures that meet the National Manufactured Home Construction 
and Safety Standards Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5401), commonly known as the HUD (U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development) code.  
 
MANUFACTURED HOME PARK 
Means a parcel or contiguous parcels of land which has been designed and improved to contain 
two (2) or more manufactured home lots available for rent and the placement thereon of 
manufacture homes for residential occupancy. 
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METEOROLOGICAL TOWER or MET TOWER 
A structure, including all guy wires and accessory facilities, on which a meteorological 
instrument is mounted for the purpose of documenting wind and weather conditions. 
 
MILL 
A reducing plant where ore is concentrated and/or metals recovered. 
 
MILLING 
The grinding or crushing of ore.  The term may include the operation of removing valueless or 
harmful constituents and preparation for market. 
 
MINE 
An opening or excavation in the earth for the purpose of extracting minerals. 
 
MINERAL EXPLORATION 
The search for coal, oil, gas, minerals or ore by geological surveys, geophysical prospecting, 
boreholes and  trial pits, surface or underground headings, drifts or tunnels. 
 
MINING 
The process of obtaining minerals from the Earth’s crust, including both underground 
excavations and surface workings including oil and gas. 
 
MOBILE HOME 
A structure, transportable in one or more sections, designed for use as a single family 
residential dwelling unit, built on a permanent chasses, that cannot provide certification of 
compliance with the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act.  
Such a structure shall be considered to be a mobile home, whether or not the wheels originally 
mounted have been removed, and whether or not the structure has been placed upon a 
permanent foundation. 
 
MODULAR HOME 
A structure, transportable in one or more sections, designed for use as a single family 
residential dwelling unit, not built on a permanent chasses, capable of being transported from 
the place of fabrication to the site on which it is to be erected, where it is placed on a permanent 
foundation and when assembled, meets all of the provisions of the Uniformed Building Code or 
International Building Code for residential dwelling units. 
 
MOTEL 
An establishment providing sleeping accommodations with a majority of rooms having direct 
access to the outside without the necessity of passing through the main lobby of the building. 
 
MOTOR VEHICLES 
A self-propelled device used for transportation of people or goods over land surfaces and 
licensed as a motor vehicle. 
 
MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE 
Means solid waste resulting from or incidental to residential, community, trade or business 
activities, including garbage, rubbish, abandoned automobiles, and all other solid waste other 
than construction and demolition, industrial, or hazardous waste. 
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MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILL (MSWLF)   
Means a solid waste management facility for the land burial of municipal solid waste that utilizes 
an engineered method of controls to avoid creating a hazard to the public health, the 
environment, plants or animals. 
 
NET METERING 
Measuring the difference between the electricity supplied by an electric utility and the electricity 
generated by a Non-Commercial WECS Project or customer generator that is fed back to the 
electric utility.  
 
NON-COMMERCIAL WIND ENERGY COLLECTION SYSTEMS (WECS) 
Is a WECS Project with an aggregate generating capacity of  one half (0.5) megawatt or less, 
consisting of ten (10) towers or less, located on property owned or leased by the Applicant(s) to 
generate electricity for the Applicant’s personal use, is operated solely by the Applicant(s).  
 
NONCONFORMING BUILDING OR USE 
A "nonconforming use" means the lawful use of lands or a building lawfully existing on the 
effective date of these regulations or prior ordinances to the subject property although such 
building or use does not conform with the current regulations of this division. 
 
NURSERIES AND GREENHOUSES 
Buildings and premises for the propagation and display for retail sale of plants, vines, shrubs 
and trees, and the sale of horticultural materials when incidental thereto. 
 
OCCUPIED DWELLING UNIT OR HOUSE   
Means a permanent building or fixed mobile home that is currently being used on a permanent 
or temporary basis for human habitation. 
 
OFFICE 

a. Office, Business. An office which has as its main function the arrangement of business 
transactions, the holding of sales meetings and administrative conferences, the receiving 
of clients or payments, and the keeping of records and accounts pertaining to the 
particular business. 

 
b. Office, Professional. An office from which and at which a doctor or other practitioner of 

healing arts, a dentist, lawyer, engineer architect, accountant or similar professional 
person may offer services, and including medical or dental laboratories. 

 
OILFIELD WASTEWATER DISPOSAL FACILITIES (OWDF)  
Any facility that accepts oilfield exploration and production (E&P) wastes from more than one 
producer or from multiple production sites. 
 
ON-SITE, ACCESSORY SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY 
Means any device or combination of devices which collects sunlight primarily for generating 
energy for use on-site.  See also, Solar Rights and Permitting. 
 
OPEN SPACE 
Any parcel or area of land or water essentially unimproved and set aside, dedicated, designated 
or reserved for public or private use or enjoyment or for the use and enjoyment of owners, 
occupants and their guests of land  adjoining or neighboring such open space.  Storm water 
detention and\or retention basins or ponds shall not be considered open space.  
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OVERLAY ZONE DISTRICT 
A zoning district that encompasses one or more underlying zone and that imposes additional 
requirements above that required by the underlying zone.  The underlying zoning of a property 
where an overlay district is established does not change. 
 
PARCEL 
Means a contiguous piece of property lawfully created or conveyed of record as a single piece 
of property. 
 
PERMITTED USE 
Any use allowed in a zoning district and subject to the restrictions applicable to that zoning 
district. 
 
PERSON 
"Person" means and includes an individual, group, firm, partnership, corporation, cooperative, 
association, or other legally established entity excluding the state, federal government and local 
government.  "Person" also includes the parent company, partnership or holding entity for a 
person. 
 
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT – “Department” 
The Planning and Development Department means the administrative staff working under the 
direction of the Planning Director/Zoning Officer.  Sometimes referred to as the Planning and 
Zoning Department. 
 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION – “Commission” 
The Planning and Zoning Commission of Carbon County, State of Wyoming.  
 
PLAN OR LAND USE PLAN 
Means or refers to the most recently adopted Carbon County Comprehensive Land Use Plan, 
as amended.  
 
PUD GUIDE 
A PUD Guide is a formal document that establishes the permitted land uses and zoning 
restrictions within the Planned Unit Development (PUD). 
 
PROCESSING PLANT 
Means a solid waste management facility used or designed to transfer, shred, grind, bale, 
compost, salvage, separate, reclaim, or provide other treatment of solid waste. 
 
PRIVATE INSTITUTION 
The rooming or boarding of any aged or convalescent person, whether ambulatory or non-
ambulatory, for which a license is required by a county, state or federal agency. Private 
institution shall include sanitarium, rest home and convalescent home. 
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PUBLIC USE AND CIVIC USE(S) 
A use operated exclusively by a governmental agency or public agency which has the purpose 
of serving the public health, safety, convenience or general welfare, and including but not limited 
to such uses as schools, parks, playgrounds, educational, recreational and social facilities, 
libraries, museums, firehouses, courthouses, hospitals and administrative service facilities. 
Public and civic uses may also include the operation of a nonprofit or religious uses or land 
used for public purpose and inherently beneficial uses; uses that clearly promote the public 
good.  Public and civic uses may also include shelter care homes licensed by the County, State 
or authorized by any court. 
 
RANCH RECREATION FACILITY 
A ranch/farm facility containing or having under agreement one hundred sixty (160) acres or 
more that may for a charge to the public provide activities for not more than a daily average of 
eight (8) persons in any given thirty (30) day period or may include sleeping facilities in not more 
than four (4) sleeping units along with accompanying meals.  Meals and lodging shall be 
considered an adjunct to the activities that take place on the ranch and are not available to non-
registered guests.  The facility shall possess a valid State of Wyoming permit for operation. 
 
RECORD OWNER 
The owner of record of certain real property, as evidenced by a deed, contract or other 
document which transfers legal title and is recorded in the Office of the Carbon County Clerk. A 
purchaser under a contract for deed, contract purchase agreement or other instrument shall not 
be recognized as the record owner of the real property, until legal title to the real property has 
been transferred and said transfer is evidenced by an instrument recorded in the Office of the 
Carbon County Clerk which conveys title to the property in accordance with Wyoming law.  
 
RECREATION 

a. Recreation, Commercial. Recreation facilities open to the general public for a fee, or, if 
restrictive to members when operated for profit as a business.  Including clubs or 
recreation facilities operated by a non-profit organization and open only to bonafide 
members of such non-profit organization and their guests. 

 
RECREATION LODGE 
Accommodations used to support a commercial transient and tourist related operation, including 
but not limited to hunting and fishing guides, guiding/skills camp, dude ranch, and ranch 
recreation. 
 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE 
A vehicular-type portable structure without permanent foundation that can be towed, hauled or 
driven and primarily designed as a temporary living accommodation for recreational, camping 
and travel use and including but not limited to, travel trailers, truck campers, camping trailers, 
and self-propelled motor homes. 
 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARK 
Any lot or parcel of land upon which three (3) or more recreational vehicle sites are located, 
established, or maintained for occupancy by recreational vehicles of the general public as 
temporary living quarters for recreation or vacation purposes.    
 
RECYCLING 
The process by which waste products are reduced to raw materials and transformed into new 
and often different products. The broader meaning refers to all activities related to recycling, 
including the collection, separation and storage of materials. 
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RECYCLING CENTER 
A lot or parcel of land, with or without buildings upon which used materials are separated and 
processed for shipment for eventual reuse. 
 
RECYCLING COLLECTION POINT 
An incidental use that serves as a neighborhood drop-off point for temporary storage of 
recyclables. 
 
RECYCLING PLANT 
A facility in which recyclables such as newspapers and other paper products, glass, metal cans 
and other products are recycled, reprocessed and treated to return such products to a condition 
in which they may be re-used in new products.  
 
RESORT 
A facility for transient guests where the primary attraction is generally recreational features 
services or activities. 
 
REPLACEMENT COST – SEE VALUE OF IMPROVEMENTS 
 
ROADSIDE STAND 
A temporary structure designed or used for the display or sale of agricultural products primarily 
produced on the premises upon which such a stand is located or produced upon other sites 
under the same ownership as that of the premises on which the stand is located. 
 
SCENIC BY-WAYS AND BACKWAYS 
Wyoming Department of Transportation designated roadways that meet at least one of the 
following intrinsic qualities; cultural, scenic, historic, recreational or slower paced travel. Scenic 
by-ways and backways in Carbon County include, but are not necessarily limited to, 
Seminoe\Alcova Scenic Byway and the Snowy Range Scenic Byway and Battle Mountain Road-
Highway 70.      
 
SELF-SERVICE STORAGE FACILITY  
Means a building or group of buildings or structures containing separate, individual and private 
storage spaces of varying sizes that are leased or rented for the storage of customers’ goods or 
wares. Self-Service Storage Facilities are often referred to as mini warehouse. If leased or 
rented for storage, shipping containers are considered to be a Self-Service Storage Facility. 
 
SETBACK 
A required specified distance between buildings or structures and a lot line or lines, measured 
perpendicularly in a horizontal plane extending across the complete length of said lot line or 
lines. 
 
SIGN 
Any object or devise or part thereof situated outdoors or indoors which is used to advertise, 
identify, display, direct, or attract attention to any object, person, institution, organization, 
business product, service, event or location by any means including words, letters, figures, 
designs, symbols, fixtures, color, motion, illumination or projected images.  Signs do not include 
the following: 
 

a. Flags of nations, states, cities, fraternal, religious and civic organizations. 
 

b. Time and temperature devises, not related to a product. 
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c. National, state, or any political subdivision thereof, religious, fraternal, professional and 

civic displays, symbols, or crests, or works of art which in no way identify a product or a 
device. 
 

d. Temporary signs promoting candidates or issues located on private property from 60 
days before to ten (10) days after an election. 

 
SITE PLAN 
The development plan for one or more lots or parcels on which is shown the existing and 
proposed conditions of the lot; including but not necessarily limited to, existing and proposed 
structures and buildings, means of ingress and egress, utility service and easements, wells and 
sewage disposal\septic systems, topography, significant vegetation, drainage, floodplains, 
wetlands and waterways; signs and lighting and any other information that may be required in 
order that an informed decision can be made by the approving authority. 
     
SOLID WASTE 
Means garbage, and other discarded solid material, material including solid waste materials 
resulting from industrial, commercial and agricultural operations and from community activities, 
but does not include solids and dissolved materials in sewerage and other wastewater and 
sludges.   
 
SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA (SFHA) – See Appendix B - Carbon County Flood 
Damage Prevention Resolution, 1983-11, as amended by Resolution 1989-10. 
 
STABLE 

a. Private.  A detached accessory building for the shelter of horses or similar hoofed 
animals for the use of the residents and their guests. 

 
b. Public.   A stable other than a private stable where horses are available for hire, or are 

sheltered, and fed for compensation. 
 
STREAM 
Means a watercourse having a natural source and terminus, banks and channel through which 
waters flow at least periodically.  Stream includes creeks and other flowing waters that are 
tributary to a river.  Man-made irrigation ditches are excluded from this definition.  
 
STREET 
A public or private right of way which provides a primary means of access to abutting property. 
 
STREET LINE 
The boundary between a street right of way and abutting property. 
 
STRUCTURE 
Anything constructed, the use of which requires permanent location on the ground or 
attachment to something having a permanent location on the ground, including swimming pools 
and signs, but excluding decks and platforms 30 inches or less in height, signs 3 feet or less in 
height, driveways, patios, or parking spaces where the area is unobstructed from the ground up, 
fences six feet or less in height, and for zoning setback purposes, retaining walls six feet or less 
in height.  Trailers used for human occupancy are considered structures.  Decks and platforms 
30 inches or less in height must conform to setback standards of this Resolution. 
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STRUCTURE, ACESSORY 
A structure detached from a principal building located on the same lot and customarily incidental 
and subordinate to the principal building or use. 
 
STRUCTURE, TEMPORARY 
A structure without any foundation or footings and that is removed when the designated time 
period, activity or use for which the temporary structure was erected has ceased. 
 
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS 
Any change in the structural members of a building such as bearing walls, columns, beams or 
girders. 
 
TANK 
Propane tanks, water tanks and similar tanks used for residential and agricultural use. 
 
TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS 
Any tower that is commercial usage, or is over 80 feet (80’) high mounted on the ground, or is 
over 25 feet (25’) tall mounted on an existing building or structure.  
 
TEMPORARY LIVING FACILITIES – (commonly referred to as man-camps, construction 
camps, worker camps and similar temporary living accommodations) 
An area of land occupied by five (5) or more mobile homes, travel trailers, truck campers, tent 
trailers or any other structure(s) or service and support buildings occupied by or serving as 
semi-permanent housing for the personnel of an industrial or commercial construction project. 
 
TIMBERLAND 
"Timberland" means land other than land owned by the federal government which is available 
for and capable of growing a crop of trees or upon which there are trees of any commercial 
species used to produce lumber and other forest products.  
 
TIMBER PRODUCTION 
Means the cutting or removal or both of timber and solid wood forest products from timberlands 
for commercial purposes, together with all the work incidental thereto including but not limited to 
construction and maintenance of roads, fuelbreaks, firebreaks, stream crossings, landings, skid 
trails, beds for the felling of trees, and fire hazard abatement.    
 
Timber production does not include cutting or removal of timber for creating building pads and 
access to a legal building site when such cutting or removal is approved as a part of the building 
and/or encroachment permit and removal of diseased and/or dangerous trees which have no 
commercial value.  Removal or harvest of incidental vegetation from timberlands such as 
berries, ferns, greenery, mistletoe, herbs, and other products, which action cannot normally be 
expected to result in a threat to forest, air, water or soil resources, does not constitute timber 
production. 
 
TIMBER PRODUCTS PROCESSING PLANTS 
Timber products processing plants are buildings and premises for the commercial processing of 
wood and wood products, including but not limited to commercial sawmills, lumber mills and 
plywood mills. Pulp mills shall be classified as heavy industrial uses and shall be permitted in 
the zones designed to accommodate such uses with a use permit. 
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TIMBER PRODUCTS, NON-COMMERCIAL 
Timber and wood products processing, that may supplement other sources of income but not 
necessarily designed to be economically sustaining, such as seasonal and non-commercial 
sawmills intended to utilize timber from smaller tracts, to maintain private lands and wildfire 
mitigation.  
 
TRAILER 
"Trailer" means any vehicle without motor power or designed to be drawn by a motor vehicle 
and to be used in such a manner as to permit temporary occupancy thereof as sleeping 
quarters, or occupation or use as a selling or advertising device, or used for storage or 
convenience of tools, equipment, or machinery, and so designed that it is mounted on wheels 
and may be used as a conveyance on highways and streets. The term trailer includes the terms 
"camp trailer," trailer coach," "travel trailer, automobile trailer" and "house trailer," except when 
the latter falls within the definition of mobile home.  Trailers are considered structures for the 
purposes of this Resolution when they are parked in mobile home parks or trailer camps or 
placed pursuant to the temporary residence provisions of this Resolution, and are used on such 
sites for human habitation, offices, wash houses, storage or similar auxiliary services for human 
habitation of the court or camp.  Trailers are distinguished from mobile homes in that trailers 
may be moved upon a public highway without a special permit or chauffeur's license or both. 
 
TRAILER CAMP – SEE RECREATION VEHICLE PARK 
TRAILER PARK 
A trailer park means any area or tract of land or a separate designated section within a mobile 
home park where one or more lots are rented or leased or held out for rent or lease to users of 
trailers or recreational vehicles for travel or recreational purposes. 
 
TRANSFER STATION 
A facility where solid waste from smaller vehicles such as garbage trucks is consolidated and 
placed on larger vehicles, such as semi trailers or trains.  An intermediate destination for solid 
waste. Transfer stations may include separation of different types of waste for recycling 
shipment and aggregation of smaller loads for compacting and shipment.  May also be referred 
to as a Solid Waste Management Facility or a Transfer, Treatment and Storage Facility.    
   
TRANSIENT 
When used in conjunction with boarding or lodging, it means services that are charged for in 
units of less than one (1) month and where the majority of people utilizing such services remain 
for periods of less than three (3) months. 
 
USE 

a. Use.  The purpose for which either land or a structure thereon is designed, arranged, or 
intended, or for which it is or may be occupied or maintained. 

 
b. Use, Accessory.  A use legally permitted in the zone, which use is incidental to and 

subordinate to the principal use of the site or of a main building on the site and serving a 
purpose which does not change the character of the principal use. 

 
c. Use, Conditional. A principal or accessory use of land or of structures thereon, which 

use may be essential or desirable to the public convenience or welfare in one or more 
zones but which use may also impair the integrity and character of the zone or adjoining 
zone or be detrimental to the public health morals or welfare unless additional 
restrictions on location and extent of use are imposed and enforced. Such use shall 
become a "principal permitted use" or “accessory permitted use" when all specific 
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additional restrictions are completed and permanently satisfied in conformance with an 
approved use permit. Should such restrictions be of a continuing nature, the use will 
remain conditional so long as the restrictions are complied with, but shall become an 
illegal use whenever and so long as the restrictions are not complied with.  

 
d. Use, Principal Permitted.  The primary use of land or of a main building which use is 

compatible with the purpose of the zone and which is permitted in the zone.   If a use is 
listed in a specific zone as a principal permitted use, it means that the owner, lessee or 
other person who has legal right to use the land has a vested right to conduct such 
principal permitted use without securing special permission therefore, subject only to 
such general limitations as off-street parking and site plan approval which are generally 
applied to all uses in that zone. 

 
e. Use, Temporary. A use established for a limited duration with the intent to 

discontinue such use upon the expiration of the approved time period. 
 
VALUE OF IMPROVEMENTS OR REPLACEMENT COST 
The cost including material and labor that will be incurred in constructing the improvements.  
Includes hired or contract labor but does not include owner/builder labor. 
 
WELL SITE 
Means an area where production equipment is installed to store or prepare oil or gas for 
transportation off the well site.  Production equipment includes, but is not limited to, wellheads, 
valves, tanks, dehydrators, heater-treaters, separators, flow lines, meters, flares, vapor recovery 
units and emission equipment.  Except as provided in this paragraph, production equipment for 
purposes of defining a well site shall not include compressors, off well site gathering lines and 
processing facilities. 
 
WIND ENERGY FACILITIES 
See Chapter 5, Section 5.9, Wind Energy Facilities-Overlay District 
 
YARD – See Lot Layout Diagram, Chapter 5 – General Regulations Applying to all 
Districts and Uses 
 
ZONE 
A portion of the territory of the County of Carbon within which certain uniform regulations and 
requirements or combinations thereof apply under the provisions of this Resolution.  The word 
"zone" shall include the word "district." 
 
ZONING OFFICER 
The Carbon County Planning and Development Director appointed by the Board of County 
Commissioners and any person designated by him/her to administer and enforce this Zoning 
Resolution. 
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CHAPTER 4 

ZONE DISTRICT REGULATIONS 
 
 
Section 4.1 APPLICABILITY 
In addition to the regulations specified in this chapter for each of the zone districts, the general 
regulations set forth in this Resolution shall be applicable to each and every such zone. In the 
event of conflict between the particular regulations for each zone set forth in this chapter and 
the general regulations of this Resolution, the more restrictive regulations shall apply.  In 
doubtful cases, the Carbon County Planning and Zoning Commission (Commission) shall 
determine which of the conflicting regulations shall be applicable. The development standards 
and criteria contained herein are adopted to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the 
citizens and to insure orderly development in general conformance with the currently adopted 
Carbon County Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
 
 
Section 4.2 EXEMPTION FOR CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 
For zoning purposes, land subject to a conservation easement created prior to or in accordance 
with the Uniform Conservation Easement Act, W.S. § 34-1-201, et. seq. and any amendments 
thereto, even though the effect of the easement creation may result in a lot or parcel to be 
considered non-conforming in size for that zone district.  This exemption in lot or parcel size for 
zoning purposes is effective as of January 6, 2004, the date of adoption of the first exemption 
for conservation easements under this zoning resolution, provided that the conservation 
easement has been created in accordance with the law, otherwise complies the terms of this 
zoning resolution in effect at the time of its creation and is properly recorded in the office of the 
Carbon County Clerk’s office.   
 
 
Section 4.3 USES NOT LISTED 
Uses that are not listed as a Principally Permitted Use or a Conditional Use shall be considered 
to be uses that are not allowed, unless one of the following occurs: 
 

A. Zoning Resolution Amendment. 
An amendment to these regulations is adopted pursuant to Chapter 7, Administration 
and Enforcement. The Zoning Resolution Amendment shall list the use in the zone 
district regulations and indicate in which zone district or districts the use will be a 
Principally Permitted Use or as a Conditional Use.   
 

B. Determination of Similar Use. 
The Director of Planning and Development may determine that the proposed use is 
sufficiently similar to a use listed.  A use that is determined to be similar to a listed use 
shall be subject to the same standards as the use to which it was determined to be 
similar.  Appeal of the Director’s determination may be initiation in accordance with 
Chapter 7, Administration and Enforcement. 
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Section 4.4 RANCHING, AGRICULTURE AND MINING ZONE (RAM) 
The purpose of this District is to preserve historic uses and open space areas of the County 
while at the same time permit ranching, agriculture, animal husbandry, forestry, and mining in a 
manner that attains this purpose. All of the unincorporated area of the County not otherwise 
zoned is designated as the Ranching, Agriculture and Mining Zone.  
 
Residential uses accessory to a preexisting Commercial or General Agricultural operation are 
permitted in this zone.  If residential uses not covered above are desired, a conditional use 
permit or a zone change should be sought.  The Carbon County Land Use Plan contains land 
use policies which encourage the development of new residential development and commercial 
sites in close proximity to municipalities and developed areas.  The purpose of this policy is to 
ensure that future land development is fiscally responsible, to strengthen existing communities 
and to make maximum use of the services already established for police and fire protection, 
trash collection, snow removal and other public services.  A criterion used in deciding whether 
or not to grant a zone change or a conditional use permit for residential uses will be 
considerations as to whether the establishment of a new zoning district is unavoidable because 
of the remote location of new employment.   
 

A. Principally Permitted Uses: 
1. Commercial or General Agriculture including ranching and farming, their related uses 

and facilities and animal husbandry relative to above activities. 
2. Residential uses that are accessory to a preexisting Commercial or General 

Agricultural operation, as defined in Chapter III including  accessory dwelling unit, 
bed & breakfast facility, home occupation, and cottage industries.  

3. Public parks and playgrounds, including public rest rooms. 
4. Cemeteries. 
5. Ore beneficiation, milling and quarrying with proof of state permit.  Said operations if 

above ground are not permitted within 1,000 feet of a residential district.  Ore 
processing is principally permitted only if directly associated with an adjacent 
extraction operation. 

6. Extraction or production of mineral resources. 
7. Timberland and Timber Production, but not including wood pulp mills or paper 

processing. 
8. Timber Products, Non-Commercial. 
9. Highway Construction Facilities. 
10. Gravel mines and accessory facilities. 
11. Habitat management. 
12. Kennels on parcels 35 acres or greater.  
13. Animal Crematorium-when located on-site and accessory to an agricultural 

operation. 
14. Meteorological (MET) Tower with tower height being less than 300 feet. 
15. Non-commercial nurseries and greenhouses. 

 
B. Conditionally Permitted Uses: 

The following uses are permitted subject to the review and approval pursuant to Chapter 
5 – General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses: 
1. Residential uses if accessory to a commercial or general agricultural operation if the 

operation is not preexisting. 
2. Public Uses and Civic Use(s). 
3. Public facilities and utilities limited to above ground structures including sewage 

treatment and water supply facilities, municipal solid waste landfill, all conforming to 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality requirements. 
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4. Compressor, regulator, distribution stations and gas processing plants. 
5. Oilfield Wastewater Disposal Facilities (OWDF). 
6. Commercial Storage Yards. 
7. Industrial Uses, processing plants and related uses. 
8. Agriculture Industrial Uses. 
9. Guest Ranch or Resort. 
10. Commercial recreation areas and facilities, including campgrounds. 
11. Boarding house and recreation lodge. 
12. Recreational Vehicle Park and Trailer Camp. 
13. Churches and Sunday schools. 
14. Labor camps including agricultural or farm labor camps. 
15. Temporary Living Facilities. 
16. Recycling Center and Recycling Plant. 
17. Kennels on parcels less than 35 acres.  
18. Roadside Stand. 
19. Commercial Nurseries and Greenhouses. 
20. Pulp and paper processing, related facilities and accessory uses. 
21. Timber Products Processing Plants. 
22. Radio transmitting stations. 
23. Crematorium.  See Chapter 5. 
24. Animal Crematorium-when not located on-site of an agricultural operation and 

not accessory to an agricultural operation.  See Chapter 5. 
25. Telecommunication Towers and Facilities.  See Chapter 5. 
26. Electrical Substations and Transmission Lines.  See Chapter 5. 
27. Non-Commercial Wind Energy Collection Systems.  See Chapter 5. 
28. Commercial Scale Energy Facilities.  See Chapter 6. 
29. Low Hazard-Low Volume Treatment, Processing, Storage and Transfer Facility. See 

Chapter 5. 
 

C.  Accessory Uses: 
1. Customary accessory structures and uses. 
2. Signs, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
3. Parking, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 

Uses. 
  

D. Building Setbacks:  
See Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 

 
E. Minimum Lot Area: 

1. Minimum Lot Area is 35 Acres – See Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all 
Districts and Uses. 

  
F.  Other Regulations: 

1. Lot of Record\Pre-Existing Parcels. Any Lot of Record, less than 35 acres in size, 
created by any legal means prior to July 01, 2001, may continue to be used in 
accordance with Chapter 2, Application of Regulations, Non-conforming uses, 
building and structures. See Section 2.1. 
 

2. Exemptions from Minimum Parcel Size: 
A.  The division of land into smaller than 35 acres parcels in accordance with 

W.S. §18-5-303 Exemption From Provisions and the exemption provisions 
contained within the Carbon County Subdivision Regulations may not require 
a zone change when the division is not the beginning of a subdivision or it is 
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not the beginning of the general conversion of the use of the subject lands. 
The purpose of the minimum parcel\lot size exception is to retain ranching 
and agriculture as the preferred land use in rural area of the county and as 
further provided for in W.S. §18-5-303 and the Carbon County Subdivision 
Regulations. 

 
The above exemptions do not apply when the intent of the creation of smaller parcel(s) is to 
evade the purpose of this Section. 
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Section 4.5 FORESTRY PRODUCTION AND SEASONAL RECREATION ZONE (FPSR) 
The Forestry Production and Seasonal Recreation or FPSR Zone is intended to be applied to 
areas of the County in which timber production and seasonally accessible recreation uses are 
the desirable predominant uses and agriculture is the secondary use, and in which protection of 
the timber and recreational lands is essential to the general welfare.  The intent of this zone is to 
preserve the county’s forestlands for present and future uses related to historic timber 
operations and ensure the continued viability of this community’s forest products industry.  It is 
the additional goal of this zone to allow the recreational and residential use of the county’s 
seasonally accessible recreation lands when those uses do not conflict with timber harvesting or 
seasonally accessible recreation value of these lands.  Uses not compatible for the preservation 
of timberlands for forestry and recreational purposes within this zone are prohibited.  The 
following uses are deemed to be compatible with the growing and harvesting of timber and 
recreational uses provided they do not significantly detract from the seasonally accessible 
recreation use of the property for, or inhibit, growing and harvesting of timber. 
 

A.  Principal Permitted Uses: 
1. One (1) single family seasonal or recreational dwelling and one (1) accessory 

dwelling unit. 
2. General agriculture including livestock and other associated uses as compatible with 

timber and seasonal recreation lands. 
3. Timberland and Timber Production. 
4. Timber Products, Non-Commercial. 
5. Mining, ore extraction, oil and gas development and their associated uses excluding 

milling and processing of raw materials. 
6. Habitat management. 
7. Temporary labor camps, less than one (1) year in duration, accessory to timber 

harvesting or planting operations. 
8. Home occupations. 

 
B.  Conditionally Permitted Uses: 

Permits authorized under this section cannot be approved if such use will significantly 
detract from the use of the property for, or inhibit, growing and harvesting of timber.  The 
following uses are permitted subject to the review and approval pursuant to Chapter 5 – 
General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses: 
1. Two-family or duplex dwellings and multi-family dwellings. 
2. Ranch Recreational Facility, Guest Ranch, Resort, Boarding Houses, Recreation 

Lodges, public stable, and similar recreational uses. 
3. Commercial Recreation.  
4. Recreational Vehicle Park and Campground.  
5. Bed & Breakfast Facilities. 
6. Hotels and motels.  
7. Restaurants and convenience stores. 
8. Automobile service, gas or filling station. 
9. Cemeteries. 
10. Timber Products Processing Plants. 
11. Public facilities and utilities limited to above ground structures including sewage 

treatment and water supply facilities, municipal solid waste landfill, all conforming to 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality requirements. 

12. Compressor, regulator, distribution stations and gas processing plants. 
13. Telecommunication Towers and Facilities.  See Chapter 5. 
14. Electrical Substations and Transmission Lines.  See Chapter 5. 
15. Non-Commercial Wind Energy Collection Systems.  See Chapter 5 
16. Commercial Scale Energy Facilities. See Chapter 6. 
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C. Accessory Uses: 
1. Customary accessory structures and uses. 
2. Signs, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
3. Parking, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 

Uses. 
 

D. Minimum Lot Area: 
1. Minimum Lot Area is Five (5) acres – See Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying 

to all Districts and Uses. 
2. It is the intent of this Resolution that new parcels created in the FPSR Zone be 5 

acres or larger. 
 

E. Other Regulations: 
1. Minimum Yard Setbacks and Maximum Building Height – See Chapter 5-General 

Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
2. Density: In order to avoid potential illegal subdivision creation, the zoning designation 

shall specify a density (i.e., FPSR-10) meaning one principally permitted dwelling 
unit per 10 acres. 
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Section 4.6 RURAL RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURE ZONE (RRA) 
The Rural Residential Agriculture or RRA Zone is intended to be applied in areas of the County 
which are particularly suited to large-lot development that allow both agricultural and residential 
uses intermingled.  In all cases, agricultural uses shall have supremacy over residential uses.   
 

A.  Principally Permitted Uses: 
1. General Agricultural activities. 
2. Single-family dwellings and their accessory uses. 
3. One (1) employee dwelling and/or one (1) accessory dwelling unit. 
4. Timber Products, Non-Commercial. 
5. Home occupations and home offices. 
6. Cottage industries. 
7. Extraction or production of mineral resources. 
8. Roadside Stand. 
 

B. Conditionally Permitted Uses: 
The following uses are permitted subject to the review and approval pursuant to Chapter 
5 – General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses: 
1. More than one (1) employee dwelling and/or more than one (1) accessory dwelling 

unit. 
2. Businesses that will not substantially distract from the agricultural or residential 

character of the area. 
3. Public Use and Civic Use(s). 
4. Private institutions. 
5. Commercial Recreation including golf courses. 
6. Bed and breakfast establishments and boarding house.  
7. Recreation lodges and campgrounds. 
8. Kennels and Animal Hospitals. 
9. Timber Production. 
10. Public utilities limited to above ground structures including sewage treatment and 

water supply facilities all conforming to Wyoming Department of Environmental 
Quality requirements. 

11. Mobile Home Parks.  See Chapter 5. 
12. Telecommunication Towers and Facilities.  See Chapter 5. 
13. Electrical Substations and Transmission Lines.  See Chapter 5. 
14. Non-Commercial Wind Energy Collection Systems.  See Chapter 5. 
15. Commercial Scale Energy Facilities. See Chapter 6.  

 
C.  Accessory Uses: 

1. Crop, garden and 4-H type non-commercial livestock uses. 
2. Customary accessory structures and uses. 
3. Signs, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
4. Parking, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 

Uses. 
 

D. Minimum Lot Size: 
1.  Minimum Lot Area is Five (5) acres – See Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to 

all Districts and Uses.  
2. It is the intent of this Resolution that new parcels created in the RRA Zone be 5 

acres or larger. 
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E. Other Regulations: 
1. Minimum Yard Setbacks and Maximum Building Height – See Chapter 5-General 

Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
2. Density:   In order to avoid potential illegal subdivision creation, the zoning 

designation shall specify a density (i.e., RRA-10) meaning one principally permitted 
dwelling unit per 10 acres. 
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Section 4.7 RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY ZONE (RD) 
The purpose of this district is to provide land for residential development that is typically single 
family detached and located within Town Expansion Areas and within or nearby Rural Centers.  
Residential single family zones are intended to be located in areas planned for residential 
development that are easily accessible and infrastructure already exists or is readily available.    
 

A.  Principally Permitted Uses: 
1. Single family and two family dwelling units.  
2. Churches and Sunday schools. 
3. Home occupations. 

 
B.  Conditionally Permitted Uses: 

The following uses are permitted subject to the review and approval pursuant to Chapter 
5 – General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses: 
1. Multi-family dwelling units. 
2. Accessory dwelling unit and boarding house. 
3. Bed and breakfast facilities and recreation lodges.  
4. Family Day Care Home. 
5. Family Day Care Center. 
6. Community Care Facility (see limitations in definition-Chapter 3). 
7. Nursing, rest and convalescent homes. 
8. Cemeteries. 
9. Public Use and Civic Use(s). 
10. Public utilities limited to above ground structures including sewage treatment and 

water supply facilities all conforming to Wyoming Department of Environmental 
Quality requirements. 

11. Membership clubs. 
12. Extraction or production of mineral resources. 
13. Mobile Home Parks.  See Chapter 5. 
14. Telecommunication Towers and Facilities.  See Chapter 5. 
15. Electrical Substations and Transmission Lines.  See Chapter 5. 
16. Non-Commercial Wind Energy Collection Systems.  See Chapter 5. 

 
C.  Accessory Uses: 

1. Crop, garden and 4-H type non-commercial livestock uses. 
2. Customary accessory structures and uses. 
3. Signs, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
4. Parking, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 

Uses. 
 

D. Minimum Lot Area: 
1. Minimum Lot Area is One (1) acre – See Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to 

all Districts and Uses.  
 

E. Other Regulations:  
1. Minimum Lot Width: 70 feet.  
2. Multi-family development shall be reviewed as part of the Conditional Use Permit 

review process. 
3. Minimum lot area:  7,500 square feet per dwelling unit. 
4. Open Space (private): Not less than 25 percent (25%) of the site shall be reserved 

and improved as open space for use of the occupants.  Open space does not include 
parking areas. 
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5. Minimum Yard Setbacks and Maximum Building Height – See Chapter 5-General 
Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 

6. Density: In order to avoid potential illegal subdivision creation, the zoning designation 
shall specify a density (i.e., RD-1) meaning one principally permitted dwelling unit per 
1 acre. 
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Section 4.8 NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL ZONE (C-1) 
The purpose of this zone district is to provide for appropriately designed shopping, professional 
or personal service facilities convenient to existing or expanding residential areas.  
 

A.  Principally Permitted Uses: 
1. Office-Business and Professional. 
2. Retail store or shop; business center development (outdoor sales or enclosed 

storage must be associated with a retail store/shop and business development). 
3. Barbershop, beauty shop, self-service laundry or dry cleaning establishment or pick-

up agency, tailor or dressmaking shop, or other personal service shop. 
4. General appliance servicing and appliance repair shop. 
5. Restaurant, cafe, tavern or other place serving food and beverage. 
6. Membership club, theater. 
7. Family day care centers, nursing, rest and convalescent homes. 
8. Commercial Nurseries and Greenhouses. 
9. Small Animal Hospitals.  
10. Recycling Collection Point. 
11. Extraction or production of mineral resources. 

 
B.  Conditionally Permitted Uses: 

The following uses are permitted subject to the review and approval pursuant to Chapter 
5 – General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses: 
1. A dwelling only when used by the owner or manager or employee on the same site. 
2. Automobile Service, Gas or filling station, car washing facilities. 
3. Automobile Repair-Minor. 
4. Automotive Sales. 
5. Bus passenger station. 
6. Public Use and Civic Use(s). 
7. Public utility building, structure or facility. 
8. Hotels, motels. 
9. Funeral Home. 
10. Recycling Center. 
11. Animal Hospitals. 
12. Kennels. 
13. Self-Service Storage Facility. 
14. Any use, building or structure proposed on a parcel with a property line adjacent to 

an area classified as a scenic by-way or backway. 
15. Telecommunication Towers and Facilities.  See Chapter 5. 
16. Electrical Substations and Transmission Lines.  See Chapter 5. 
17. Non-Commercial Wind Energy Collection Systems.  See Chapter 5. 

 
C.  Accessory Uses: 

1. Customary accessory structures and uses. 
2. Signs, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
3. Parking, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 

Uses. 
 

D. Minimum Lot Area: 
1. Minimum Lot Area is one half (1/2) acre – See Chapter 5-General Regulations 

Applying to all Districts and Uses.  
2. Lots shall be designed and maintained at three times the total building floor area to 

provide for parking, loading, circulation and pedestrian walks.   
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E. Other Regulations: 

1. Minimum Yard Setbacks and Maximum Building Height – See Chapter 5-General 
Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 

2. Landscaping: 
a. Front and Corner Lots.  A minimum of 10 feet (10’) shall be landscaped and 

maintained except there shall be no obstruction in the corner clearance or clear 
vision area.    Landscape requirements may be waived by the Commission for 
good cause shown. 

3. Screening Standards: All manufacturing and fabricating areas shall be enclosed in 
buildings, and all outside equipment and material storage areas shall be screened by 
walls, fences or adequate plantings to a height of not less than six feet (6'). 
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Section 4.9 HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL ZONE (C-2) 
The purpose of this zone is to provide for highway oriented business development at 
appropriate locations in the County and to apply to areas where more complete commercial 
facilities are necessary for community convenience.     
 

A.  Principally Permitted Uses: 
1. Office-Business and Professional. 
2. Retail store or shop; business center development (outdoor sales or storage must be 

associated with a retail store/shop and business development). 
3. Retail and wholesale businesses and services such as lamps, telephones, 

computers, household effects such as furniture, rugs, clothing, and fabrics. 
4. Barbershop, beauty shop, self-service laundry or dry cleaning establishment, tailor or 

dressmaking shop, or other personal service shop. 
5. General appliance servicing and appliance repair shop. 
6. Plumbing and Electrical services. 
7. Restaurant, cafe, tavern or other place serving food and beverage. 
8. Hotels, motels and lodges; recreation lodges. 
9. Membership club, theater. 
10. Family day care centers, nursing, rest and convalescent homes. 
11. Commercial Nurseries and Greenhouses. 
12. Small Animal Hospitals. 
13. Printing and publishing establishments. 
14. Recycling Collection Point. 
15. Extraction or production of mineral resources. 
16. Automotive Repair-Minor. 
17. Car and truck washing facilities. 
18. Automobile Service, Gas or Filling Station.  

 
B.  Conditionally Permitted Uses: 

The following uses are permitted subject to the review and approval pursuant to Chapter 
5 – General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses: 
1. A dwelling only when used by the owner or manager or employee on the same site. 
2. Recreational Vehicle Park; mobile home or trailer park. 
3. Public Use and Civic Use(s). 
4. Public utility building, structure or facility. 
5. Stores, agencies and services such as carpentry and cabinet-making shops, metal-

working shops; clothing manufacture, dry cleaning and laundry plants, printing and 
lithographing. 

6. Automotive Sales. 
7. Automobile Repair-Major. 
8. Auto Wrecker Service. 
9. Bus passenger station. 
10. Commercial storage yard. 
11. Self-Service Storage Facility. 
12. Warehouse, Distribution center, terminal, lumber yard. 
13. Drive-in theaters. 
14. Animal Hospitals. 
15. Funeral Home. 
16. Radio and Television broadcasting stations. 
17. Sexually Oriented Businesses. 
18. Recycling Center. 
19. Recycling Plant. 
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20. Any use, building or structure proposed on a parcel with a property line adjacent to 
an area classified as a scenic by-way or backway pursuant to Chapter 5 – General 
Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 

21. Telecommunication Towers and Facilities.  See Chapter 5. 
22. Electrical Substations and Transmission Lines.  See Chapter 5. 
23. Low Hazard-Low Volume, Treatment, Processing, Storage and Transfer Facility.  

See Chapter 5. 
24. Non-Commercial Wind Energy Collection Systems.  See Chapter 5. 

 
C.  Accessory Uses: 

1. Customary accessory structures and uses. 
2. Signs, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
3. Parking, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 

Uses. 
 

D. Minimum Lot Area: 
1. Minimum Lot Area is one half (1/2) acre – See Chapter 5-General Regulations 

Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
 

E. Other Regulations: 
1. Minimum Yard Setbacks and Maximum Building Height – See Chapter 5-General 

Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
2. Lots shall be designed and maintained at three times the building floor area to 

provide for parking, loading, circulation and pedestrian walks. 
3. Landscaping: 

a. Front and Corner Lots:  A minimum of 10 feet (10’) shall be landscaped and 
maintained except there shall be no obstruction in the corner clearance or clear 
vision area.   Landscape requirements may be waived by the Commission for 
good cause shown. 

4. Screening Standards: All manufacturing and fabricating areas shall be enclosed in 
buildings, and all outside equipment and material storage areas shall be screened by 
walls, fences or adequate plantings to a height of not less than six feet (6'). 
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Section 4.10 LIMITED INDUSTRIAL ZONE (IL) 
The Limited Industrial Zone is intended for areas in which manufacturing and commercial uses 
are the desirable and predominant land uses. Limited Industrial provides for a mix of 
manufacturing, storage, warehousing, and office space with limited retail and service uses. The 
intent is to provide appropriate setbacks and screening to minimize potential nuisance 
conditions and assure compatibility with adjoining uses. 
 

A.  Principally Permitted Uses: 
1. Office-Business and Professional. 
2. Restaurant, café, tavern or other place serving food or beverage. 
3. General appliance servicing and appliance repair shop. 
4. Plumbing and Electrical services. 
5. Printing and publishing establishments and lithographing. 
6. Retail sales of products assembled or manufactured on site.  
7. Wholesale businesses, such as lamps, telephones, computers, household effects 

such as furniture, rugs, clothing, and fabrics. 
8. Research and development laboratories. 
9. Extraction or production of mineral resources. 
10. Commercial Nurseries and Greenhouses. 
11. Animal Hospitals and small animal hospitals. 
12. Automobile Service, Gas or Filling Station.  
13. Automotive Repair-Major and Minor. 
14. Automotive Sales. 
15. Car and truck washing facilities. 
16. Commercial storage yard. 
17. Self-Service Storage Facility. 
18. Warehouse, distribution center, terminal, lumber yard. 
19. Recycling Collection Point. 
20. Recycling Center. 
21. Crematorium. 
22. Timber Products, Non-Commercial. 

 
B.  Conditionally Permitted Uses: 

The following uses are permitted subject to the review and approval pursuant to Chapter 
5 – General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses: 
1. A dwelling only when used by the owner or manager or employee on the same site. 
2. Temporary Living Facility. 
3. Manufacturing of electrical and electronic equipment such as lamps, telephones, and 

computers. 
4. Manufacturing of household effects such as rugs, clothing, fabrics, and handi-crafts. 
5. Manufacturing of furniture, woodshops, carpentry, cabinet-making shops, and metal-

working shops. 
6. Timber Products Processing Plants, finished paper and paper products. 
7. Dry cleaning and laundry plants. 
8. Drive-in theaters. 
9. Public Use and Civic Use(s). 
10. Public utility building, structure or facility. 
11. Recycling Plants. 
12. Auto Wrecker Service. 
13. Industrial Agriculture. 
14. Compressor, regulator, distribution stations and gas processing plants. 
15. Animal feed and sales yards. 
16. Kennels. 
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17. Sexually Oriented Businesses. 
18. Any use, building or structure proposed on a parcel with a property line adjacent to 

an area classified as a scenic by-way and backway pursuant to Chapter 5-General 
Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 

19. Telecommunication Towers and Facilities.  See Chapter 5. 
20. Electrical Substations and Transmission Lines.  See Chapter 5. 
21. Low Hazard-Low Volume, Treatment, Processing, Storage and Transfer Facility.  

See Chapter 5. 
22. Non-Commercial Wind Energy Collection Systems.  See Chapter 5. 
23. Commercial Scale Energy Facilities. See Chapter 6.   

 
C.  Accessory Uses: 

1. Customary accessory structures and uses. 
2. Signs, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
3. Parking, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 

Uses. 
 

D. Minimum Lot Area: 
1. Minimum Lot Area is One (1) acre – See Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to 

all Districts and Uses. 
 

E. Other Regulations: 
1. Minimum Yard Setbacks and Maximum Building Height – See Chapter 5-General 

Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
2. Landscaping: 

a. Front and Corner Lots:  A minimum of 10 feet (10’) shall be landscaped and 
maintained except there shall be no obstruction in the corner clearance or clear 
vision area.   Landscape requirements may be waived by the Commission for 
good cause shown. 

3. Screening Standards: All manufacturing and fabricating areas shall be enclosed in 
buildings, and all outside equipment and material storage areas shall be screened by 
walls, fences or adequate plantings to a height of not less than six feet (6'). 
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Section 4.11 HEAVY INDUSTRIAL ZONE (IH) 
The Heavy Industrial Zone is intended for areas in which heavy and concentrated fabrication, 
manufacturing and industrial uses that are suitable based upon adjacent land uses and access 
to transportation and public services. It is the intent of this district to provide an environment for 
industries where there is minimal opportunity for conflict with nearby residential and non-
compatible commercial development.  
 

A.  Principally Permitted Uses: 
1. Office-Business and Professional. 
2. Restaurant, café, tavern or other place serving food or beverage. 
3. General appliance servicing and appliance repair shop. 
4. Plumbing and Electrical services. 
5. Printing and publishing establishments and lithographing. 
6. Retail sales of products assembled or manufactured on site.  
7. Wholesale businesses such as lamps, telephones, computers, household effects 

such as furniture, rugs, clothing, and fabrics. 
8. Research and development laboratories. 
9. Extraction or production of mineral resources. 
10. Commercial Nurseries and Greenhouses. 
11. Animal Hospitals.  
12. Kennels. 
13. Automobile Service, Gas or Filling Station.  
14. Automotive Repair-Major and Minor. 
15. Automotive Sales. 
16. Car and truck washing facilities. 
17. Commercial storage yard.  
18. Self-Service Storage Facility. 
19. Warehouse, distribution center, terminal, lumber yard. 
20. Recycling Collection Point.  
21. Recycling Center. 
22. Crematorium. 
23. Timber Products, Non-Commercial. 

 
B. Conditionally Permitted Uses: 

The following uses are permitted subject to the review and approval pursuant to Chapter 
5 – General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses: 
1. A dwelling only when used by the owner or manager or employee on the same site. 
2. Manufacturing of electrical and electronic equipment such as lamps, telephones, and 

computers. 
3. Manufacturing of household effects such as rugs, clothing, fabrics, and handi-crafts. 
4. Manufacturing of furniture, woodshops, carpentry, cabinet-making shops, and metal-

working shops. 
5. Timber Products Processing Plants, finished paper and paper products. 
6. Dry cleaning and laundry plants. 
7. Recycling or Recycling Plants. 
8. Commercial airports. 
9. Industrial Agriculture. 
10. Compressor, regulator, distribution stations and gas processing plants. 
11. Oilfield Wastewater Disposal Facilities (OWDF). 
12. Waste treatment facilities. 
13. Ore and mineral products processing, refining, storage, distribution and other related 

activities if not directly associated with or adjacent to a mineral extraction operation. 
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14. Public facilities and utilities limited to above ground structures including sewage 
treatment and water supply facilities, municipal solid waste landfill all conforming to 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality requirements. 

15. Railroad Yard and/or Facility. 
16. Auto Reduction Yard and Junkyards. 
17. Auto Wrecker Service. 
18. Sexually Oriented Businesses. 
19. Any use, building or structure proposed on a parcel with a property line adjacent to 

an area classified as a scenic by-way and backway pursuant to Chapter 5-General 
Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 

20. Telecommunication Towers and Facilities.  See Chapter 5. 
21. Electrical Substations and Transmission Lines.  See Chapter 5. 
22. Low Hazard-Low Volume, Treatment, Processing, Storage and Transfer Facility.  

See Chapter 5. 
23. Non-Commercial Wind Energy Collection Systems.  See Chapter 5. 
24. Commercial Scale Energy Facilities. See Chapter 6.   
 

C. Accessory Uses: 
1. Customary accessory structures and uses. 
2. Signs, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses. 
3. Parking, pursuant to Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 

Uses. 
 

D. Minimum Lot Area: 
1. Minimum Lot Area is One (1) acre – See Chapter 5-General Regulations Applying to 

all Districts and Uses. 
 

E. Other Regulations: 
1. Minimum Yard Setbacks and Maximum Building Height – See Chapter 5-General 

Regulations Applying to all Districts and Uses.  
2. Landscaping: 

a. Front and Corner Lots:  A minimum of 10 feet (10’) shall be landscaped and 
maintained except there shall be no obstruction in the corner clearance or clear 
vision area.   Landscape requirements may be waived by the Commission for 
good cause shown. 

3. Screening Standards: All manufacturing and fabricating areas shall be enclosed in 
buildings, and all outside equipment and material storage areas shall be screened by 
walls, fences or adequate plantings to a height of not less than six feet (6'). 
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Section 4.12 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT ZONE (PUD) 
The purpose of the Planned Unit Development (PUD) procedure is to provide design flexibility in 
the planning and construction of development projects.  A PUD permits mixed use development 
in accordance with an approved plan that should contribute to the Goals, Strategies and Actions 
described in the Carbon County Comprehensive Land Use Plan. The PUD procedure allows 
variations from the standards of the other zone districts and subdivision standards in order to 
permit flexibility for land owners to creatively plan for the overall development of their land. 
 
The goal is to make more efficient use of land that lowers development and maintenance cost of 
infrastructure and achieves a more desirable development than would be possible through the 
strict application of the Zoning and Subdivision Regulations. The PUD process can 
accommodate well-designed residential or mixed use business park development that is 
typically composed of commercial and light industrial uses, research and development facilities, 
offices and business services, developed in a campus or park-like environment.  
 

A. Application Procedure: 
1. Pre-Application Meeting: 

Prior to submittal of any application for Planned Unit Development, all applicants will 
schedule a pre-application meeting with the Zoning Officer or his/her designee. The 
purpose of the pre-application meeting is to: 
 
A. afford an opportunity to determine if a Planned Unit Development is appropriate;  

 
B. help facilitate timely processing and submittal of a complete application; 

 
C. discuss any other issues relevant to an application.  

 
2. Sketch Plan: 

The applicant may submit a Sketch Plan for review and comment by the Planning & 
Development staff and the Commission.  Public notice is not required; however, the 
PUD Sketch Plan will be placed on the agenda of a regular meeting of the 
Commission and the Commission may consider public comment.  
 
The purpose of the Sketch Plan review is for the applicant and the Commission to 
evaluate and discuss the basic concepts for development. It should include a 
discussion of the general locations intended for development and the areas planned 
to remain undeveloped; the general alignments for access; and whether water supply 
and sewage disposal will be provided via on-site systems or through connection to 
public systems. It is also the opportunity to reach general agreement on such issues 
as the appropriate range of dwelling unit density, type of dwelling units and if 
commercial or industrial use is proposed. 
 
The outcome of Sketch Plan review should be an identification of issues and 
concerns the applicant must address as part of the PUD Zone Change application.  If 
subdivision is requested the applicant will be required to submit a Subdivision 
application in accordance with the Carbon County Subdivision Regulations.  

 
A. The Sketch Plan shall be submitted in writing and include the following 

information: 
1. A concept or site plan, including total acreage and a vicinity map. 
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2. A project description, including a statement addressing the following: 
a. Summary of proposed land use, residential density and type, commercial, 

industrial or other. 
 

b. Access roads and\or streets. 
 

c. Utilities, including solid waste. 
 

3. Any other information necessary for the applicant to describe the 
development concept.  
 

4. Upon conclusion of the review of the PUD Sketch Plan by the Commission, 
the applicant may proceed with a PUD Zone Change application and the 
applicable Subdivision application. If a PUD Zone Change application is not 
submitted within one (1) year from the date of the Commission meeting, a 
new Sketch Plan must be resubmitted.  
 

5. The Sketch Plan will only be reviewed by the Board upon request of the 
Applicant, the Commission or the Zoning Officer.       

 
3. Planned Unit Development Application: 

 
A. An application for a Planned Unit Development must be submitted on an 

application form provided by the Department, signed by the record owner and 
applicant, if different from the owner. 
 

B. The application packet must include: 
1. A Zone Change application in accordance with specific procedure for a zone 

change. 
 

2. A Subdivision application, in accordance with the Subdivision Regulations, if 
subdivision is proposed as part of the PUD. 

 
3. Application fee. 

 
4. No application will be scheduled until it is accepted as complete by the 

Zoning Officer. 
 

C. In addition to the above submission requirements, a PUD application must 
address the following:   

 
1. A development program or PUD Guide describing the uses and activities to 

be permitted within each development area, including the following: 
a. A description of existing conditions, including a plan, photo or map. 

 
b. A site plan showing the layout of roads, including right-of-way widths 

and status of ownership, easements, lots, proposed location of 
buildings, and development immediately adjacent.  
 

c. The overall density for the Planned Unit Development, as well as the 
proposed density for each land use, excluding rights-of-way and 
easements.  
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d. A description of the land to be left in a natural condition as open space 
or agricultural use and the proposed method for long-term ownership 
and management. 
 

e. A description and location of land to be dedicated for public purposes, 
such as parks, schools and fire stations. 

 
2. Conceptual architectural plans or a description of the architectural theme: 

a. Including a description or elevation drawings of the residential building 
type(s), single family and multi-family and\or other types of dwelling 
units. 
 

b. Including a description or elevation drawings of the commercial and 
industrial structures. 

 
3. Survey and engineering drawings: 

a. A written statement by a professional engineer licensed in the 
Wyoming, which shall describe the following: 
1. The proposed method and arrangement for a domestic water 

supply and fire protection, including projected demand. 
 

2. The proposed method and arrangement for a sewer system. 
 

3. The soil, geological, and ground water conditions of the site; and 
the manner in which storm drainage will be handled. 

 
4. If the PUD is to be developed in stages, a description of each stage and an 

estimated date of completion for each stage.  
 

5. Any other information determined to be necessary to make a 
comprehensive evaluation by the staff, Commission and Board. 

 
B. Supplementary PUD Standards and Criteria: 

1. Certifications granted by the Commission and approvals granted by the Board shall 
be based on a review of the following standards and criteria and a specific PUD Plan 
which may include a PUD zone change or a subdivision application, or both. 
 
a. The development area shall be not less than 10 acres; unless waived by the 

Commission for good cause shown. 
 
b. Signs, pursuant to Chapter 5 – General Regulations Applying to all Districts and 

Uses – unless specifically approved in the PUD. 
 
c. Parking, pursuant to Chapter 5 – General Regulations Applying to all Districts 

and Uses – unless specifically approved in the PUD. 
 

d. Landscaping is required and must be maintained along all front lot lines. For 
corner lots, there shall be no site obstructions in the corner clearance or clear 
vision area.   Landscape requirements may be waived by the Commission for 
good cause shown. 
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e. Screening Standards: All manufacturing and fabricating areas shall be enclosed 
in buildings, and all outside equipment and material storage areas shall be 
screened by walls, fences or adequate plantings to a height of not less than six 
feet (6'); unless alternative standards are specifically approved in the PUD. 

 
2. For PUD’s containing residential development of more than twelve (12) lots or twelve 

(12) units, 5% of the total project area shall be dedicated as open space or parks. 
When required, open space or parks shall be dedicated by plat or appropriate 
covenants and managed by a property owner’s association or similar legally 
constituted arrangement to construct and maintain the mutually owned property 
unless waived by the Commission for good cause shown.     
 

3. If the PUD is silent concerning a particular standard or restriction, the Carbon County 
Zoning Resolution and the Subdivision Regulations shall control. 
 

4. Approval: Approval of a PUD Zone Change shall constitute an amendment to the 
official Zone District Map.  
 

5. Length of Approval:   If no action is taken toward project development or platting of 
lots, the PUD Zone Change shall expire after two (2) years.    
 

6. Extension: The Applicant(s) may request an extension of the PUD for a period not to 
exceed twelve (12) months upon a showing of good cause.  The Applicant(s) shall 
apply to the County in writing for the extension no later than ninety (90) days prior to 
expiration.  The Applicant(s) shall provide such information as is necessary for the 
County to determine whether good cause exists for the extension. Such information 
may include, but is not limited to, good faith efforts to obtain required authorization 
from other agencies with jurisdiction, such as the Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality (WDEQ), delay in construction due to weather conditions, or 
other causes which have delayed the project and which are beyond the reasonable 
control of the Applicant(s).  The Board shall promptly consider the request for the 
extension and either allow it or deny it.  No PUD shall expire during the time the 
decision on the extension is being considered. 
 

7. Expiration: Upon expiration, the Board shall amend the official Zone District Map, by 
Resolution, to the zone district classification that was in effect prior to the PUD 
zoning.   
 

8. PUD Amendment: Any significant change or alteration to the approved PUD or 
completion dates will require the owner to submit an amended PUD in compliance 
with the current rules and regulations adopted by the County. 
 

9. Minor deviations from an approved PUD may be approved by the Planning Director.  
Minor deviations that can be authorized are those that appear necessary in light of 
technical or engineering considerations first discovered during actual development 
and were not reasonably anticipated during the approval process. 
 

10. The approved PUD Guide must be recorded with the County Clerk and will run with 
the land unless otherwise conditioned or restricted to the current owner.  
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C. Public Notice and Hearing Requirements: 
1. The Commission shall hold a public hearing and certify its recommendations to the 

Board. (See Chapter 7-Administration and Enforcement, Section 7.3.)  
 
2. Public Notice and Hearing Requirements: 

See Chapter 7-Administration and Enforcement, Section 7.3. 
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CHAPTER 5 
GENERAL REGULATIONS APPLYING TO ALL DISTRICTS AND USES 

 
Section 5.1  SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 
A. Placement of Uses and Structures. 

The placement of buildings, structures or uses, shall be subject to the following requirements: 
1. Nothing contained herein shall prevent the construction of a private garage as a structural 

part of a main dwelling, provided that when so constructed, the exterior garage walls shall 
be regarded as the walls of the main dwelling in applying the front, rear, and side yard 
regulations of this Resolution. 
 

2. No private garage or other accessory building shall be located within a required front yard 
nor within a required side yard. 
 

3. Any access driveway may be located within a required side yard or required front yard 
provided that the access driveway does not at any point have a grade in excess of 10 
percent (10%). 
 

4. Required accessory buildings and uses shall be on the same lot with the main building or 
buildings or on an adjacent or abutting lot in the same ownership. 
 

B.  Yard(s) and Setbacks.  
An open space, other than a court, that lies between the principal building or buildings and 
structures and the nearest lot line. The minimum required yard is unoccupied and 
unobstructed from the ground upward except as may be specifically allowed in this Zoning 
Resolution. 

 
Yards are further defined as follows: 

 
1. Yard, Front: Means a space extending the full width of the lot between any building and 

the front lot line and measured perpendicular to the building at the closet point to the front 
lot line. 

 
2. Yard, Rear: Means a space extending across the full width of the lot between the 

principal building and the rear lot line and measured perpendicular to the building at the 
closet point to the rear lot line.  

 
3. Yard, Side: Means a space extending from the front yard to the rear yard between the 

principal building and the side lot line and measured perpendicular from the side lot line 
to the closet point of the principal building.  
 

4. Every part of a required yard shall be open to the sky except for the following: 
a. Retaining walls and at grade terrace’s or patio’s;  

 
b. Projections of sills, belt courses and ornamental features projecting no more than six 

inches (6”);  
 

c. Pilasters and roof overhangs/eves may project no more than thirty inches (30”);  
 

d. Chimneys and open or lattice enclosed fire escapes or stairways that are required by 
law may extend into a required yard/setback no more than four feet (4’); 
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e. The front yard shall be open and unobstructed except for an unroofed balcony 

projecting no more than eight feet (8’) or steps providing access to a porch or first 
floor entry door. 

 
C. Minimum Lot Areas and Setbacks. 

 
 

MINIMUM LOT AREA 
 

Zone 
District 

RAM FPSR 
 

RRA 
 

RD 
 

C-1 
 

C-2 
 

IL 
 

IH 
 

PUD 
Site Specific 

Acres 35 5 5 1 1/2 1/2 1 1  

1 10,000 
sq.ft. 

 
NOTES 

 

RRA 

Five (5) acres if individual or shared well and small wastewater\ septic system is 
to be installed; OR 
One (1) acre if a State approved sewage treatment system other than a small 
wastewater system and a public water supply are available. 
 

RD 
One (1) acre per dwelling unit (RD-1), if individual or shared well and small 
wastewater\ septic system is to be installed; OR 
Ten Thousand (10,000) square feet per dwelling unit, with a public water supply and 
State approved sewage treatment system. 

 
Public Water Supply as defined by WDEQ-Water Quality Division. This type of public water 
system includes centralized and community water systems managed by municipalities, water 
districts, joint powers boards and homeowners and property owners associations. 
 
Sewage Treatment System-other than small wastewater systems-all pipelines, conduits, 
pumping stations, force mains and other construction use for collecting or conducting domestic 
waste to a treatment plant or disposal system that are managed by municipalities, water districts, 
joint powers boards and homeowners and property owners associations. 
 
Small Wastewater System means any sewer system, disposal system or treatment works 
having simple hydrologic and engineering needs which is intended for wastes originating from a 
single residential unit serving no more than four families or which treats and disposes of 2,000 
gallons or less of domestic sewage per day. 
 
Shared Water Well means a water well permitted through the State Engineer’s Office that 
provides water to up to 3 parcels or dwelling units. A shared well is not considered a centralized 
or community water system. 
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MINIMUM SETBACKS 

Setbacks are the distance between a building or structure and any lot line.   
The setback lines define the building area and establish the required yards. 

Zone 
District 

RAM FPSR 
(1) 

RRA 
(1) 

RD 
(1) 

C-1 
(2)(3) 

C-2 
(2)(3) 

IL 
(4) 

IH 
(4) 

PUD 
Site Specific 

Front (5) 40’ 20’ 20’ 20’ 25’ 25’ 50’ 50’  
Rear(6)(7) 40’ 20’ 20’ 20’ 25’ 25’ 25’ 25’ 

Side 40’ 10’ 10’ 10’ 25’ 25’ 25’ 25’ 
 

NOTES 
 

Through or Double 
Frontage Lot 

See Lot Layout Diagram 

Corner Lot See Lot Layout Diagram 
Irregular shaped lots Setbacks shall be determined by the Zoning Officer, subject to 

review by the Planning & Zoning Commission (Commission). 
Scenic By-Way or  

Back Way 
One hundred feet (100’) from the edge of the right-of-way of a 
scenic by-way or back way. 

Stream Setback 
For the purpose of 

protecting water resources 
Does not apply to 

agricultural related activities 

A thirty (30’) foot strip of land measured horizontally from the 
identifiable high water mark on each side of any stream shall be 
protected in its natural state.  Certain improvements may be 
located within the stream setback as long as site disturbance is 
minimized to the greatest extent possible, including but not 
limited to the following:  improvements pursuant to a floodplain 
development permit, footpaths and trails intended for non-
motorized use, bridges, fences, all irrigation related construction 
and structures, hydroelectric facilities, including piping and 
ditches, flood control and bank stabilization devices.   
 
Utilities may be located within the stream setback if designed by 
a professional engineer licensed in Wyoming and approved as 
part of the county review process. 
 

 
Skyline Acres Industrial Subdivision  

Minimum Setbacks 

 
Setbacks 
IL and IH 
Zones (4) 

 
Setbacks 
Block 4 

 

Original 
Protective 

Covenants* 

Comments 
See Chapter 5 for additional 

standards 

Front  25’ 20’ 25’  
Rear 25’ 10’ 30’ 
Side 25’ 10’ 10’ 

*Protective Covenants Expired on 02-04-07  
 

(4) Fifty (50) feet Rear and Side setbacks if adjacent to a Residential Zone – Not Applicable to 
platted lots within the Skyline Acres Industrial Subdivision.  
 

Skyline Acres Industrial Subdivision 
Maximum Building Height – 60 Feet (60’) for IL and IH Zones 
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NOTES/EXPLANATIONS 

 
(1) Accessory buildings and structures in the FPSR, RRA, and RD Zone Districts: 

A)  No accessory building or structure shall be located closer than twenty-five feet (25’) from 
the front lot line.   
B)  If a building is intended to house livestock, the side and rear setback shall be increased 
to twenty five (25’).   

(2) C-1, C-2  (50’) Fifty feet Front setback if adjacent to a State Highway or Interstate. 
(3) C-1, C-2  (50’) Fifty feet Front, Rear and Side setback if adjacent to a Residential 

Zone. 
(4) IL and IH (50) Fifty feet Rear and Side setback if adjacent to a Residential Zone. 
(5) Front Setbacks When a lot or building site is bounded by a public street and one (1) or 

more alleys or private easements or private streets, the front lot line shall 
be the lot line that is nearest to the public street. 

(6) Rear Setbacks 
 

Accessory buildings or structures may be located within the rear yard, but 
no closer than five (5’) feet of the rear lot line. 

(7) Rear Setbacks In the case of an interior triangular or wedge-shaped lot, rear setback 
shall be a straight line 10 feet in length which (a) is approximate parallel 
to the front lot line and (b) intersects the two (2) other points at points 
most distant from the front lot line. 

 
D.  Height. 
 

 
MAXIMUM HEIGHT 

The vertical distance measured from the average finished grade at the foundation corners of the 
building or structure to the highest point of the building or structure, except as listed herein. 

 
Zone 

District 
RAM FPSR RRA RD C-1 C-2 IL IH PUD 

Max. 
Height 

n\a 35’ 35’ 35’ 50’ 60’ 75’ n/a Site 
Specific 

 

1) Nothing herein contained shall restrict the height of a church spire, cupola, dome, 
mast, belfry, clock or met tower, telecommunication towers, transmission line, flagpole, 
chimney flue, water tank, elevator or star bulkhead, stage tower, scenery loft, or similar 
structure.   

 

2) No such structure referred to #1 shall: 
(a) have a lot coverage at the base in excess of 10 percent (10%) of the lot area;  
(b) be used for residence or tenancy purposes; 
(c) have any advertising sign or device inscribed upon or attached to such structure. 

 

3) Airport Influence Area Height Limitations.  Height Limitations within the Airport 
Influence Area are subject to the limitations of the district within which the project is 
located and subject to limitations of the Airport Board and other appropriate referral 
agencies.   
(a) Submission of a Notice of Proposed Construction and Alteration (current form) and 

subsequent approval from the Federal Aviation Administration Administrator (FAA) 
shall be required for the construction or alteration of any structure penetrating a 100:1 
foot plane located within twenty thousand feet (20,000’) of any runway.  Receipt of a 
FAA Form Determination of No Hazard (current form) for any structure is required 
before issuing a building permit. 
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1. Through Lot or Double Frontage Lots: The lot line fronting the road or street from which 
primary access is obtained shall be considered the front lot line for the purpose of 
determining setbacks. The rear lot line shall be opposite the front lot line.  

 
2. Corner Lot: Front setbacks shall be maintained along all State and County roads, streets 

or highways. Side yard setbacks shall be maintained along all other corner lot boundary 
lines.  

 
3. Flag Lot: Front yard setback measured from the projected access driveway or right of 

way.  See Lot Layout Diagram.   
 
4. LOT LINE: A line of record bounding a lot that divides one lot from another lot or from a 

public or private street or road. Lot lines are further defined as follows: 
 
a. Lot Line, Front: means the boundary of a lot separating it from the adjacent road or 

street.  
b. Lot Line, Rear: means the lot line opposite and most distant from the front lot line. 
c. Lot Line, Side: Any lot line that is not a front or rear lot line.  

 

COUNTY ROAD OR STREET – C/L* 

INTERIOR 
LOT 

INTERIOR  
LOT 

THROUGH LOT 

CORNER 
LOT FLAG 

LOT 

CORNER 
LOT 

CORNER  
LOT 

INTERIOR 
LOT 

SIDE 
LOT LINES 

LOT  
DEPTH 

LOT  
WIDTH 

LOT FRONTAGE 

*C/L- DENOTES 
CENTERLINE 

SETBACK 

A
C

C
E

SS
 O

R
 R

O
W

 

PROJECTED ROW 

E. Lot Layout 
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5. When a State or County road, street, or highway does not have a right of way of record, 
either by deed or plat, the lot line shall be thirty feet (30') from the center line of the 
traveled way. 

 
F. Corner Clearance or Clear Vision Area. 
 The Corner Clearance or Clear Vision Area shall be that area extending back 75 feet from 

the intersection center point, as illustrated on the sketch below. At all road intersections, 
Corner Clearance or the Clear Vision Area shall be maintained free of all visual obstructions.  
A Clear Vision Area shall contain no shrubs, fence, wall, structure; temporary or permanent 
visual obstruction exceeding two feet (2’) in height, measured from the centerline grade.   
Existing trees shall have lower branches trimmed to provide clear vision eight feet (8’) above 
the centerline of said roads. The following exceptions may be placed in the Clear Vision 
Area: wire fences, utility poles and boxes as long as they do not create a visual obstruction 
for vehicular traffic. 

 
Section 5.2 PARKING AND TRUCK LOADING SPACE REQUIREMENTS 
 
NOTE:  Americans with Disability Act (ADA) parking standards may apply and govern. 
 
A.  Required parking areas and truck loading spaces shall have safe and adequate access to a 

public street either by a driveway on the same lot or by means of a permanent easement 
across an adjoining lot.   
 

B. No required parking area for off-street truck loading space shall be encroached upon by 
buildings, open storage, or any other use. 

 
C. Off-street Parking.  Off-street parking spaces shall be provided pursuant to this section. 

1. Individual Parking Spaces.  Parking areas shall be marked off with parking spaces, each 
with a minimum width of 10 feet (10’) and a minimum length of 20 feet (20’), exclusive of 
driveways and turning areas. 
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BUILDING TYPE or 

LAND USE 

 
MINIMUM PARKING 
SPACES REQUIRED 

 
FOR EACH 

 
Boarding or Lodging House, 
Tourist Home 

 
1 

 
Guest bedroom and resident family 

 
Single and Two Family 
Residential Dwelling 

 
2 

 
Dwelling Unit 

 
Mobile Home 

 
2 

 
Dwelling Unit 

 
Multi-Family Dwelling 

 
2 

 
Dwelling Unit 

 
Hotel, Motel 

 
1 

 
guest bedroom plus 1 space for 
each 3 employees 

 
Membership Club 

 
1 

 
4 Members 

 
Professional Office in a 
Residential Building 

 
1 

 
100 sq. ft. of floor area 

 
Auditorium, theater, stadium, 
convention hall or similar 
place of public use 

 
1 

 
4 seats (NOTE: bench capacity 
computed at 1 seat for each 20 
inches) 

 
Bowling Lane 

 
3 

 
Lane 

 
Drive-in Restaurant or Stand 

 
2 

 
100 sq. ft. of floor area 

 
Hospital 

 
1 

 
3 Beds 

 
Industrial, Wholesale, 
Distribution 

 
1 

 
2 Employees 

 
Medical Office Building 

 
1 

 
150 sq. ft. of gross floor space 

 
Offices and Office Building 

 
1 

 
200 sq. ft. of gross floor space 

 
Public Library, Gallery, 
Museum 

 
1 

 
200 sq. ft. of gross floor space 

 
Research Institute or 
Laboratory 

 
1 

 
2 Employees 

 
Business Development, 
Retail Store, Shop, Bank 

 
1 

 
200 sq. ft. of gross floor space 

 
Elementary and Middle 
School 

 
1 

 
Classroom (in addition to parking 
space required for auditorium) 

 
Senior High School 

 
7 

 
Classroom (in addition to parking 
space required for auditorium) 

 
Restaurants, Bar, Café  

 
1 

 
3 Seats 
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2. Other Uses Not Specifically Listed.  The same requirements as for the most similar use 
listed in Chapter 4- Zone District Regulations. 

 
3. Mixed Uses.  Total Requirements shall be the sum of the requirements of the component 

uses computed separately. 
 

4. Fractional Space.  In all Districts when the required parking area or number of parking 
spaces results in the requirement of a fractional space, any fraction shall be construed as 
requiring a full space. 

 
D. Required Off-street Truck Loading Spaces. 

1. Buildings or structures that are designed to receive and distribute materials and 
merchandise by truck, or that are substantially altered so as to receive and distribute 
materials and merchandise by truck, shall provide and maintain off-street loading berths 
or loading spaces in sufficient number to meet their own needs. 
 

2. Where the property or use is served or designed to be served by tractor-trailer delivery 
vehicles the following standards shall be used in establishing the minimum number of off-
street loading berths required: 

 
 

SQ. FT. OF AGGREGATE  
FLOOR AREA DEVOTED TO 

SUCH USE 

 
REQUIRED NO. OF OFF-

STREET TRUCK LOADING 
SPACES 

 
UP to 10,000 sq.ft. 

 
1 

 
10,001 to 25,000 sq.ft. 

 
2 

 
25,001 to 100,000 sq.ft. 

 
3 

 
Each additional 60,000 sq. ft. 

 
1 additional 

 
3. Size of Individual Truck Loading Space.  An off-street truck loading space shall have a 

minimum width of 10 feet (10’), a minimum length of 25 feet (25’), and a minimum clear 
height of 14 feet (14’) including its access from the street. 

 
4. No required parking area for off-street truck loading space shall be encroached upon by 

buildings, open storage, or any other use. 
 

E. Access Driveways. 
1. Access driveways into required off-street parking areas shall be designed and 

constructed to facilitate the flow of traffic, provide maximum safety of traffic access and 
egress and the maximum safety of pedestrian and vehicular traffic on the site. 
 

2. Minimum Width.  The minimum width of the access driveway shall be twelve feet (12’) for 
a one (1) way drive and twenty-four feet (24’) for a two (2) way drive for commercial and 
industrial access. 
 

3. Minimum Width.  For residential access the minimum width of the access driveway shall 
be ten feet (10’) for a one (1) way drive and twenty feet (20’) for a two (2) way drive. 

 
4. Where a lot does not abut on a public or private alley or easement access, and access 

driveway not less than 10 feet (10’) in width shall be provided for a private garage. 



CHAPTER 5: GENERAL REGULATIONS APPLYING TO ALL DISTRICTS AND USES  

 
Carbon County Zoning Resolution of 2015 Page 5-9 
Amended:  07/07/2020 

F. Non-Applicability to Existing Buildings and Uses. 
The provision of section 5.2(D) through 5.2(E) shall not apply to any building, structure or use 
lawfully in existence at the effective date of this Resolution, whether continued as a permitted 
or a nonconforming use, or thereafter converted or changed without enlargement to a 
different lawful use. 

 
Section 5.3 SIGNS 
See definition of Signs in Chapter 3. 
 
A. No sign shall be erected, hung, attached or displayed until a written application and payment 

has been made to the Zoning Officer and a permit has been issued. 
 

B. A professional or announcement sign that is less than 3 sq.ft. shall not require a sign permit. 
 

 
In all Districts, maximum permitted sizes of signs of each listed type shall  
be in accordance with the regulations contained in the following schedule: 

 
 

Zoning Districts 
 

Professional or 
Announcement 

Sign 

 
Identification 
Business or 

Industrial 
Building or Use 

 
Real Estate For 

Sale or For 
Rent Sign, or 
Construction 

Sign 

 
Advertising 

Signs 

 
RD-Residential 
RRA-Rural 
Residential 
Agriculture 
FPSR-Forestry 
Production and 
Seasonal 
Recreation 

 
3 sq. ft. 
 
 

 
4 sq. ft. 

 
6 sq. ft. 

 
Prohibited 

 
RAM-Ranching, 
Agriculture and 
Mining 

 
3 sq. ft.  

 
6 sq. ft. 

 
32 sq. ft. 

 
Prohibited 

 
C-1-Neighborhood 
Commercial 

 
6 sq.ft. 

 
For each 
building wall or 
facade: 2 sq. ft. 
aggregate area 
for each one (1) 
foot horizontal 
length of facade, 
but not to 
exceed an 
aggregate area 
of 120 sq. ft. on 
any one facade 

 
6 sq. ft. 

 
Prohibited 
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In all Districts, maximum permitted sizes of signs of each listed type shall  
be in accordance with the regulations contained in the following schedule: 

 
 

Zoning Districts 
 

Professional or 
Announcement 

Sign 

 
Identification 
Business or 

Industrial 
Building or Use 

 
Real Estate For 

Sale or For 
Rent Sign, or 
Construction 

Sign 

 
Advertising 

Signs 

 
C-2-Highway 
Commercial 

 
6 sq.ft. 

 
For each 
building wall or 
facade: 2 sq. ft. 
aggregate area 
for each one (1) 
foot horizontal 
length of facade, 
but not to 
exceed an 
aggregate area 
of 120 sq. ft. on 
any one facade 

 
6 sq. ft. 

  750 sq. ft. 

 
IL-Limited Industrial 
IH-Heavy Industrial  
BP-Business Park 

 
6 sq.ft. 

 
For each 
building wall or 
facade: 2 sq. ft. 
aggregate area 
for each one (1) 
foot horizontal 
length of facade, 
but not to 
exceed an 
aggregate area 
of 120 sq. ft. on 
any one facade 

 
6 sq. ft. 

 
750 sq. ft. 

PUD-Planned Unit 
Development 

The same as allowed in the underlying or original zone 
district or as approved as part of the PUD. 

Follow PUD 
Guidelines/ 
Requirements 

 
C. Supplemental Sign Regulations. 

1. A professional or announcement sign of a home professional office or home occupation 
on a residence building shall be affixed flat on the main wall of such buildings, and shall 
not project more than six inches (6”), or may be erected in the front yard, but not within 10 
feet (10’) of a street line.  Such sign may be interior lighted. 
 

2. A name or announcement sign or signs, not over six (6) square feet in area, fixed to the 
main wall of a church, parish house, club, school, or public or semi-public building shall 
be permitted, or may be erected in the front yard, but not within 10 feet (10’) of a street 
line.  Such sign may be interior lighted.  Not more than two (2) such signs shall be 
permitted on a lot. 
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3. A real estate FOR SALE or FOR RENT sign, or a construction sign, shall apply only to 
the property upon which it is placed. It shall not be erected within a minimum required 
front yard.  Not more than two (2) such signs shall be permitted on any one property or 
premise. 
 

4. Projection.   
No sign shall project more than 14 inches (14”) from the building facade to which it is 
attached, and no private sign shall project over public property. 
 

5. Height. 
No sign that is a part of or is supported by a building shall be erected upon the roof of 
such building, nor shall such sign extend above the height of the building.  No sign 
structure that is not part of or supported by a building shall be more than 18 feet (18’) in 
height above the average ground level at the base of such sign unless waived by the 
Commission. 
 

6. Clearance.   
No sign structure erected directly upon the ground shall have less than eight feet (8’) of 
clear space between such sign and the ground, provided that necessary supports may 
extend through such open space.  Construction closer to the ground or on the ground 
may occur if approved by the Commission.  The Commission should refuse the request if 
lack of visibility or other circumstances could create a hazard.  Corner Clearance or Clear 
Vision Area requirements shall apply. 
 

7. Length. 
No sign structure erected directly upon the ground shall have an unbroken length of more 
than 50 feet (50’). 
 

8. Spacing. 
No sign structure erected directly upon the ground shall be within 450 feet (450’) of any 
other sign structure. 
 

9. Relationship to Street Intersection.   
No sign shall be erected, attached, or displayed within 75 feet (75’) of the point of 
intersection of the street lines at a street corner, and shall otherwise conform to the 
Corner Clearance or Clear Vision Area requirements. 
 

10. Illumination.  
Signs may be interior lighted with non-glaring lights, or may be illuminated by shielded 
floodlights.  No lights of intermittent or flashing type shall be permitted. 
 

11. Setbacks.  
Setback from property lines may be required to maintain site distance and safety 
considerations. 
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Section 5.4 DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
Certain design standards are requisite to insure good development and to avoid the need of 
expensive corrective measures by the land owner or the County.  It is, therefore, the intent of this 
section is to provide minimum Design Standards relating to drainage, sanitation, water supply 
and roads to be applied as development occurs. 
 
A. Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Standards. 

1. The ADU and the lot or parcel must conform to all applicable building permit and zoning 
standards. 

 
2. The ADU may be contained within or detached from the principally permitted dwelling 

unit. 
 
3. The ADU shall not exceed 1,800 square feet and must be at least 20% smaller than the 

principally permitted dwelling unit-gross floor area. 
a. The ADU proposed to be larger than this standard must be reviewed and approved 

through the Conditional Use Permit review process. 
 

4. The ADU shall not exceed the height of the principally permitted dwelling unit. 
 

5. The ADU shall be built on permanent foundation. 
 

6. Travel trailers, motor homes and recreational vehicles shall not be considered an ADU. 
a. Camping and/or temporary occupancy shall not be considered an ADU. 

 
7. The ADU shall not be subdivided or sold separately from the principally permitted 

dwelling unit unless the proposed subdivision is approved in accordance with the Carbon 
County Subdivision Regulations, as amended. 

 
B. Lighting Standards. 

1. The purpose of this section is to maintain dark skies while allowing necessary and 
reasonable lighting of public and private property for the safety, security and convenience 
of occupants and the general public while eliminating or reducing the nuisance and 
hazards of light pollution. 

 
2. All exterior lighting, unless exempted below, shall comply with the standards set forth in 

this section. 
a. Exempt Lighting. 

1. Lighting in the public right of way.  
2. Open flame gas lamps. 
3. Flagpole lighting that is shielded and directed downward from the top of the 

flagpole. 
4. Underwater lighting in swimming pools and other water features. 
5. Lighting this is used by emergency response personnel. 
6. Lighting that is used primarily for agricultural purposes. 
7. Warning or notice lights that are associated with public works facilities. 
8. Lighting or beacons required by Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for towers 

such as airport, wind, and telecommunication towers. 
 

b. Lighting as approved through a through a Conditional Use Permit or other County 
approval process.  
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3. Standards. 
a. Downcast Lighting:  Exterior lighting shall be designed so that light is directed inward, 

towards the interior of the subdivision or site. 
 

b. Shielded Light Fixtures:  Fixtures shall be mounted such that no light is emitted above 
the horizontal plane of the fixture.  Light fixtures that project light above the horizontal 
plan of the fixture may be used where the architecture of the building restricts the light 
above the horizontal plane.  
 

c. Light Trespass:  All lighting fixtures shall limit horizontal light levels such that no light 
falls onto the adjacent property.  

 
4. Prohibited Lighting. 

a. No blinking, flickering or flashing lights shall be permitted except as permitted by 
issuance of a sign permit. 
 

b. No searchlights, laser lights, aerial lasers or holograms are permitted. 
 

c. The direct or reflected light from any light source shall not create a traffic hazard. 
Colored lights shall not be used in such a way as to be confused or construed as 
traffic control devices. 

 
5. Height Limitations. 

a. Light sources which exceed 40 feet in height shall not be permitted except for 
temporary holiday displays or as required by local, State or Federal regulations. 

 
6. Complex Uses. 

a. Complex uses such as stadiums, athletic fields, outdoor rinks, ski areas, fairground & 
rodeo grounds, special events, construction sites, parking structures, theme and 
amusement parks, lighting of bridges, public monuments, statuary and public 
buildings, correctional facilities, drilling rigs and industrial sites all have unique 
requirements for nighttime visibility and often limited hours of operation.  These and 
similar complex uses shall be exempted from the standards of this section when 
reviewed and approved through a Conditional Use Permit or other County approval 
process.    
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C. Telecommunication Towers. 
Communication towers are only allowed by conditional use permits in all zones. Building 
permits are required for construction, modification, reconstruction, or addition of equipment.  

 
1. Co-location is encouraged. Towers must be designed to accommodate at least three (3) 

antenna arrays oriented in vertical succession and associated equipment.  
 

a. Additional users and associated equipment shall not add to the permitted tower 
height, nor shall it cause the tower to exceed design wind load rating.  
 

b. All plans for towers shall be stamped by an engineer and include the wind load rating. 
 

c. Commercial wireless telecommunication service providers must not unreasonably 
exclude other providers from co-locating on the same tower when co-location is 
structurally, technically or otherwise possible.  
 

2. Clear Zone. An area with a radius equal to 110% of the tower height is to be maintained 
by both the permit holder and land owner as a clear zone.  

 
a. Habitable structures unrelated to the operation of the approved tower shall not be 

located within the clear zone.  
 

b. Towers should be sited so that public right-of-ways are outside of the clear zone. 
 

3. Height variance is not required for Telecommunication Towers; however, the proposed 
maximum height must be included in the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application and 
justified to the Commission as part of the CUP review process. 

 
D.   Electrical Substations and Transmission Lines. 

1. Underground utility lines and facilities and overhead electrical transmission lines of 
115,000 volts or less are principally permitted uses in all zone districts. 

 
2. Electrical substations and underground and overhead transmission lines of over 115,000 

volts, together with accessory structures including but not limited to switching stations 
and communications facilities are only allowed by conditional use permits in all zones.  
Building permits are required prior to construction. 

 
3. Setbacks and Height Requirements.  There are no Minimum Setbacks and no Maximum 

Height Limitations for new Electrical Substations and Transmission Towers; however, the 
proposed setbacks and maximum height proposed must be included in the Conditional 
Use Permit (CUP) application and justified to the Commission as part of the CUP review 
process. 

 
E.  Crematoriums, including animal crematoriums, are only allowed by a Conditional Use Permit 

expect as provided in Chapter 4. 
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F.  Low Hazard-Low Volume Treatment, Processing, Storage and Transfer Facility. 
 
P=Permitted by right 
C=Conditional Use 
Permit required 

Zone Districts 

Proposed 
Use 

Ranching, 
Agriculture 
and Mining 

(RAM) 

Neighborhood 
Commercial 

(C-1) 

Highway 
Commercial 

(C-2) 

Limited 
Industrial 

(IL) 

Heavy 
Industrial 

(IH) 

Low Hazard-Low 
Volume treatment, 
processing, storage 
and transfer facility (1) 

C(2) Not Permitted C C C 

 
Standards: Exceptions may be granted to (1) and (2) upon receiving a recommendation from the 
Commission and consideration at a public hearing. 
 

(1) LH-LV treatment, processing, storage and transfer facilities are permitted only if the 
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) taken to the transfer station is deposited, stored and transferred 
entirely within a building with four walls and a roof.  

 
(2) Facility must be located within two (2) miles of a town or city limits.  
 

 
Exemption: Farming & Ranching Operations, which means lands and facilities owned by a person 
engaged in farming or ranching and used to dispose of solid waste generated incidental to his or 
her farming or ranching operation. 
 
 
In addition, when considering an application to locate a Low Hazard-Low Volume Treatment, 
Processing, Storage and Transfer Facility, the Commission and the Board shall consider the 
following: 
 

1. The referral comments submitted by the City or Town within 2 miles of the proposed site. 
 
2. The proposed use shall be adequately served by facilities and services; including but not 

necessarily limited to, legal and physical access and circulation, water and wastewater 
facilities, emergency response and fire protection.  

 
3. The applicant has identified and proposed mitigation for the following potential impacts: 

a. Odor, Traffic, Noise, Dust and Mud, Litter, Vectors, Fire, Hazardous Wastes, Wash 
Down Water. 

 
4. The exterior boundary of land permitted as a Low Hazard-Low Volume Treatment, 

Processing, Storage and Transfer Facility shall be located at least 500 feet (500’) from 
the nearest occupied dwelling unit or house. 
a. Unless waived in writing by the person owning the occupied dwelling unit or house. 
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G. Mobile Home Parks. 
A Mobile Home Park, in any District where permitted, shall be subject to the following 
additional provisions: 
1. A mobile home park shall not be developed at a residential density greater than eight (8) 

mobile home spaces per acre. 
 

2. Each mobile home space shall be connected to a water system and sewage treatment 
system that meets the State of Wyoming standards. 
 

3. All roads shall have a minimum surface of 25 feet (25’). 
 

4. Each mobile home park that includes 8 or more spaces shall provide a playground or 
recreational and open areas, exclusive of mobile home spaces, amounting to no less 
than 10 percent (10%) of the total park site. 
 

5. Mobile home park plans shall include measures to control dust such as placement of 
gravel, planting of grass, or other ground cover. 
 

Section 5.5 SOLAR RIGHTS AND PERMITS 
The purpose of this section is to protect the health, safety and general welfare to the community 
by encouraging the use of solar energy systems.  The overall objective of these regulations is to 
provide adequate protection from interference by structures, trees or topography.  It is the intent 
of this section to provide a means of protection for the use of solar collectors without causing 
undue hardships on the rights of adjacent property owner and to establish solar collectors as a 
principally permitted accessory use in all zone districts. 

 
Authorization for these regulations is contained in W.S. 34-22-101 through 34-22-106.  This 
section does not apply to Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facilities, See Chapter 6. 

 
A. Definitions. 

1. SOLAR COLLECTOR is one (1) of the following that is capable of collecting, storing or 
transmitting at least 25,000 British Thermal Unit (BTUs) on a clear winter solstice day: 
a. A wall, clerestory or skylight window designed to transit solar energy into a structure 

for heating purposes; 
b. A greenhouse attached to another structure and designed to provide part or all of the 

heating load for the structure in which it is attached; 
c. A trombe wall, drum wall or other wall or roof structural element designed to collect 

and transmit solar energy into a structure; 
d. A photovoltaic collector designed to convert solar energy into electric energy. 
e. A plate-type collector designed to use solar energy to heat air, water or other fluids for 

use in hot water or space heating or other applications; 
f. A massive structural element designed to collect solar energy and transmit it to 

internal spaces for heating; or 
g. Other devices or combination of devices that rely upon sunshine as an energy source. 

 
2. SOLAR RIGHT is a property right to an unobstructed line-of-site path from a solar 

collector to the sun that permits radiation from the sun to impinge directly on the solar 
collector.  The extent of the solar right shall be described by that illumination provided by 
the path of the sun on the winter solstice day that is put to a beneficial use or otherwise 
limited by these regulations.   
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3. WINTER SOLSTICE DAY is the solstice on or about December 21 that marks the 
beginning of winter in the Northern Hemisphere and is the time when the sun reaches it 
southernmost point. 
 

4. BRITISH THERMAL UNIT (BTU) is a standard energy measurement.  It is the amount of 
energy needed to heat one pound of water one degree Fahrenheit.  BTUs measure 
energy for both electricity and transportation fuels. 

 
B. Use Regulations – Shading of Collectors Unlawful. 

1. Except as otherwise provided by these regulations, it is unlawful for any person to erect a 
building or other structure, or to allow a tree, shrub, or other vegetation to cast a shadow 
upon a solar collector which is greater than the shadow cast by a hypothetical 10 foot 
(10’) high wall located along the property lines, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m., MST, on the winter solstice day. 

 
2. Solar collectors shall be located on the solar user’s property so as to not to unreasonably 

or unnecessarily restrict the uses of neighboring property. 
 

C. Prior Non-Continuing Uses. 
Structures or vegetation that existed prior to the time of installation of the solar energy 
collection system or 1989, the initial adoption of Solar Zoning Regulations shall not be 
subject to the requirements of this section. 

 
D. Solar Access Permit Required. 

1. A solar permit shall be granted before a solar right may be established.   
 

2. A solar permit shall be granted for any proposed or existing solar collector that complies 
with the requirements of these regulations. 

 
3. The solar right vests on the date the solar permit is granted.  The solar collector shall be 

put to beneficial use within two (2) years except additional time may be granted for good 
cause.  The Zoning Officer shall certify the right and its beneficial use within two (2) years 
of it vesting. 
 

4. A solar right which is not applied to a beneficial use for a period of five (5) years or more 
shall be deemed abandoned and without priority. 

 
E. Application for Permit. 

1. The record owner who desires to obtain a solar right shall first make application to the 
Zoning Officer for a solar access permit. 

 
2. The permit application along with the required fee shall be filed with the Department.  

Information adequate to determine compliance with these regulations shall accompany 
the application. 

 
3. After the application has been filed with the Zoning Officer and the fee has been paid, a 

notice will be sent to each of the adjacent property owners informing them of the 
application.  The notice will state that the adjacent property owners have thirty (30) days 
to respond to the Zoning Officer with any comments.  If no response is received, it will be 
assumed that there are no objections to the application. 
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4. The Zoning Officer after review of the application may grant a solar access permit for any 
proposed or existing solar collector that complies with these regulations.   
 

5. In the event the Zoning Officer declines to grant the permit, the record owner may request 
a hearing before the Commission.  Further appeal will be in accordance with Chapter 7.  
Such appeal shall be taken within ten (10) days from the date of the action appealed from 
by filing a notice of appeal with the Commission specifying the grounds thereof.  The 
Zoning Officer shall provide a form for such appeal. 
 

F. Recording of Solar Rights and Permits. 
 The person receiving the solar permit shall record a copy of the solar permit with the County 

Clerk.  The solar permit shall include a description of the collector surface, or that portion of 
the collector surface to which the permit is granted.  The description shall include the 
dimensions of the collector surface, the direction of orientation, the height above ground 
level, the location of the collector on the solar user’s property and the date the solar permit 
was granted. 
 

Section 5.6 NON-COMMERCIAL WIND ENERGY COLLECTION SYSTEMS 
Non-Commercial Wind Energy Collection Systems (WECS) Conditional Use Permit applications 
will be administered in accordance with the provisions for Non-Commercial WECS.   
 
The purpose of this section is to encourage the use of non-commercial wind energy collection 
systems and provide a means of permitting non-commercial wind energy collection systems 
without causing undue hardships on the rights of adjacent property owners. 
 
All Applicants for this type of permit must schedule a pre-application meeting with the Planning 
and Development Director or his/her designee. 

 
A.  Non-Commercial WECS may be permitted as a conditional accessory structure to an existing 

or proposed permitted use in all zone districts as provided in this section. Non-Commercial 
WECS shall be processed and permitted in accordance with the Conditional Use Permit 
Application Procedure set forth in Chapter 7 except that the conditional use application shall 
be considered and approved by the Commission after a public hearing which is advertised at 
least fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing and no hearing or approval on the application 
shall be made by the Board except as otherwise provided in this paragraph.  The Conditional 
Use Permit application fee shall be submitted with the application and in the amount listed in 
the then current Department’s Fee Schedule. 

 
B.  At the public hearing, the Commission will take comments concerning the proposal and hear 

any objections to the proposed Non-Commercial WECS.  After hearing and considering all 
comments from the Applicant(s), staff and concerned parties, the Commission will then make 
the required determinations and shall approve, conditionally approve or deny the 
application.  Any decision by the Commission may be appealed to the Board.  The party 
wishing to appeal must notify the Department in writing within five (5) business days of the 
decision of the Commission, otherwise the decision will become final and no appeal will be 
allowed.  Upon appeal to the Board, no public hearing shall be held but it shall take 
comments from the Applicant(s), staff and concerned parties at a regular meeting and will 
then make a determination to approve, conditionally approve or deny the application.     
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Application is subject to the standard application requirements and the following Non-
Commercial WECS standards and requirements: 

 
1. Minimum Parcel Size: The minimum parcel size upon which a Non-Commercial WECS 

may be constructed is one (1) acre. 
 

2. Maximum Tower Height: Parcels less than five (5) acres in size shall have a maximum 
tower height of sixty feet (60’). Parcels between five and thirty-five (5-35) acres in size 
shall have a maximum tower height of one hundred feet (100’). Parcels of thirty-five (35) 
acres and larger shall have a maximum tower height of one hundred forty feet (140’).   

 
3. Noise: Sound emitted by a WECS shall not exceed 50 dbA, as measured at the closest 

residential dwelling or occupied structure. Manufacturer data must be submitted to 
demonstrate compliance with this requirement. This level may be exceeded during short-
term events such as utility outages and/or severe winds storms.  

 
4. Setbacks: No WECS shall be constructed on any property a distance of less than one 

hundred and ten percent (110%) of the combined height of the tower plus the length to 
the tip of the blade from all adjacent property lines.  

 
5. Clear Zone: The WECS shall be maintained in a circular clear zone that has a radius 

which is equivalent to one hundred and ten percent (110%) of the combined distance of 
the tower height plus the length to the tip of the blade. This clear zone shall be 
maintained free of any occupied structure, tanks containing combustible/flammable 
liquids and above ground utility/electrical lines. The clear zone requirement may be 
waived if the anchoring system for the structure is certified by a Wyoming Licensed 
Engineer.  

 
6. Tower Security: All WECS Towers must be unclimbable by design or protected by 

external anti-climbing devices.  
 
7. Lighting: WECS shall not be artificially lighted with accent lighting. Wind energy systems 

may be lighted in accordance with of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
regulations and guidelines or appropriate aviation authorities.  
 

8. Signs/Advertising: No tower shall have any sign, writing or picture that may be construed 
as advertising.  

 
9. Colors: All towers shall be white, gray or other neutral color and be non-reflective.  

 
10. Multiple WECS: Multiple WECS can be permitted on a single parcel as long as the 

Owner(s)/Operator(s) complies with all Non-Commercial WECS Regulations contained 
herein. Units shall be installed in compliance with minimum setbacks and clear zone 
requirements and the minimum distance between wind energy systems shall be 
equivalent to one hundred and ten percent (110%) of the combined height of the tower 
plus the blade length.  The minimum distance between towers may be waived if the 
anchoring system for the structure is certified by a Wyoming Licensed Engineer.  
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11. Approved Wind Turbines: At the time of application, the Applicant(s) must present a 
certification from the manufacturer that the system’s turbine and other components are 
equal or exceed the standards of one of the following national certification programs such 
as the: the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (“IEEE”), National Electric 
Code (NEC), National Electric Safety Code, (NESC), American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI) or other small wind certification program recognized by the American 
Wind Energy Association.  

 
12. On-site Electrical Use: The Applicant(s) must certify on the applications that the proposed 

system will be used primarily for on-site consumption of electricity.    
 
13. The Owner(s) shall mitigate light impact on existing residences as reasonably feasible 

and still meet FAA requirements.  Examples of light mitigation include but are not limited 
to; downward directed lighting, use of shielded light fixtures and eliminating lighting that 
cast light onto adjacent property. 

 
14. Utility Notification: Permit applications for Non-Commercial WECS shall be accompanied 

by evidence that the utility company serving the property of Applicant(s) has been 
informed of the customer’s intent to install an interconnected customer owned generator.  

 
15. Removal of Defective or Abandoned WECS: Any WECS found to be unsafe by an 

authorized County official, or designated authority, shall be repaired by the Owner(s) to 
meet federal, state and local safety standards, or removed within six (6) months. If any 
WECS is not operated for a continuous period of twelve (12) months, the County will 
notify the landowner by registered mail and provide thirty (30) days for a response. In 
such a response, the landowner shall set forth reasons for operational difficulty and 
provide a reasonable timetable for corrective action. If the County deems the timetable for 
corrective action as unreasonable, they must notify the landowner and such landowner 
shall remove the turbine within one hundred twenty (120) days of receipt of notice.  

 
16. Maintaining compliance: All applicable Federal, State and County laws and regulations 

shall be met and continually maintained for all Non-Commercial WECS. 
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CHAPTER 6 
COMMERCIAL SCALE ENERGY FACILITIES  

 
Section 6.1 COMMERCIAL SCALE ENERGY FACILITIES-OVERLAY DISTRICT 
A. Overview. 

This Chapter provides the regulatory framework for Commercial Scale Energy Facilities and 
is intended to provide for public safety and to prevent hazards from the construction of 
Commercial Scale Energy Facilities in Carbon County.  The regulations within this Chapter 
are in addition to relevant development standards and regulations in other parts of this 
Zoning Resolution and apply to all areas of Carbon County.  Unless otherwise provided, the 
requirements of this chapter are in addition to the zone district requirements set forth in this 
Zoning Resolution.  This is an overlay district which allows for the review and permitting of 
Commercial Scale Energy Facilities with a Conditional Use Permit. 
 

B. Purpose and Intent. 
The purpose of this Chapter is to ensure that Commercial Scale Energy Facilities are placed 
in appropriate locations and mitigate potential negative impacts; to provide minimum design 
and development standards and to provide consistent standards to insure quality 
development.  As natural land and native wildlife habitat are developed for human use, the 
need to minimize the negative impacts on natural habitat increases.  Through the County 
review process, important wildlife habitat can be identified and appropriate avoidance, 
minimization and\or impact mitigation techniques may be required. 

   
1. To permit and encourage carefully planned and compatible Commercial Scale Energy 

Facilities throughout the County; 

2. To assure that any development and production of energy in Carbon County is safe and 
consistent with the goals and strategies in the Comprehensive Land Use Plan; 

a. To achieve a sustainable balance between energy development, agriculture, and 
the environment so that Commercial Scale Energy Facilities can occur with limited 
environmental impact on traditional land uses, humans, and wildlife. 

b. Limit development in wildlife migration corridors, winter ranges, and 
parturition\birthing areas, and sage grouse core areas. 

3. To acknowledge that these facilities are clearly visible and cannot be hidden from view, 
however, design consideration should include minimizing the degradation of the visual 
character of the area; 

4. To facilitate economic opportunities for local residents; 

5. To develop standards for wind energy and other alternative energy development so they 
can occur with limited environmental impact on traditional land uses, humans and 
wildlife. (Derived from the Carbon County Comprehensive Land Use Plan Goal 1, 
Strategies and Actions.) 
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C. Siting and Location Standards. 
No Commercial Scale Energy System shall be located within the Greater Sage-Grouse Core 
Area Protection zones as defined by the State of Wyoming Executive Order 2015-4 or as 
amended, or the Sage Grouse Priority Habitat as defined by the BLM approved Resource 
Management Plan Amendment for Greater Sage Grouse. When the State of Wyoming 
Executive Order for Greater Sage-Grouse Core Area Protection and the BLM approved 
Resource Management Plan amendment for Greater Sage Grouse conflict, the more 
restrictive of the documents shall apply. 
 
1. During initial site selection, the Applicants are advised to consult with the Wyoming 

Game and Fish Department (WGF).  The Applicant(s) should submit evidence of 
consultation that the Applicant(s) has coordinated with WGF about the project. The 
Applicant(s) need not complete duplicative studies, but should provide the Department 
with wildlife studies contained in existing environmental assessments and/or formal 
National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) studies that cover the project area. The 
Department will refer the application to WGF and any other local, state, and federal 
agencies for review and comment. 
 

2. The Commission may recommend and the Board may require the incorporation of 
wildlife avoidance and mitigation recommendations submitted by the Wyoming Game & 
Fish Department, the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality and depending on 
the project’s location, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service, United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service or the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and other governing 
state and federal agencies. 
 

3. The Applicants are advised to seek comments from the Wyoming State Historical 
Preservation Office (SHPO) for matters concerning archaeology and/or historical 
importance and to include relevant reports with the application. The Applicant(s) need 
not complete duplicative studies, but should provide the Department with relevant 
historical or archeological studies contained in reports required by other jurisdictions. 
The County will refer the application to the Wyoming State Historical Preservation Office 
(SHPO) and other local, state, and federal agencies for review and comment. 
 

4. Additional Permitted Uses. 
The County may allow the Applicant(s) to include certain accessory type uses with a 
Commercial Energy Project, such as on-site security and communications facilities 
necessary for the operation of the Project, or a visitor center where the public may visit 
the facility and obtain information about the facility. Information centers, kiosks or 
markers on state wildlife and historical issues may be included with approval of such 
accessory uses.  Directional signage may be allowed upon issuance of a sign permit. 

  
D. General Provision Applying to all Commercial Energy Projects. 

1. Building Permit Fees. 
 A building permit is required prior to commencement of construction, re-tooling or 

reconstruction of all Commercial Scale Energy Facilities.   Building Permit Fees will be 
set by the Board and reviewed on a regular basis. 
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2. Liability Insurance. 
A. The Owner or Operator(s) of a Commercial Energy Project shall maintain a current 

general liability policy issued by an insurance company authorized to business in 
Wyoming covering bodily injury and property damage with limits of at least $1 million 
per occurrence and $1 million in the aggregate. The Applicant(s) shall provide proof 
of insurance to the Board prior to the Board’s approval of the submitted application or 
otherwise demonstrate adequate self-insurance. If the application is approved, the 
Owner(s) or Operator(s) of the Commercial Energy Project shall provide proof of 
insurance to the Board annually.  Proof of insurance may be made by providing a 
certificate of insurance. If the Owner(s) of the project is a person regulated by the 
Wyoming Public Service Commission, the requirements of the subparagraph shall 
not apply. 

 
3. Expiration of Conditional Use Permits for Commercial Scale Energy Facilities. 

Any Commercial Energy Project for which a conditional use permit is granted must be 
commenced within two (2) years from the date of approval. If the Project is not 
commenced within two (2) years from the date of approval, and no authorized extension 
granted, then the conditional use permit shall expire and become null and void and be of 
no further effect.  If the Project is not operational within two (2) years from the date of 
commencement, or any authorized extension, then the conditional use permit shall 
expire and become null and void and be of no further effect.  Commencement of 
construction of Project Structures, buildings and other physical assets, including 
roadways, of the Project shall be considered commencement of the project. A 
Commercial Energy Project shall be considered to be operational if the project is 
generating electricity.     

 
4. Extension of Conditional Use Permits for Commercial Scale Energy Facilities. 

If the Commercial Energy Project has not been commenced or has not become 
operational as required, the Applicant(s) may request from the Board an extension of the 
permit for a period of up to twenty-four (24) months upon a showing of good cause. The 
Applicant(s) shall apply to the County, through the Department, in writing for the 
extension no later than ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the permit or any 
previously granted extension.  At the time of the application for the extension the 
Applicant(s) shall provide such information as is necessary for the County to determine 
whether good cause exists for the extension. Good cause may include, but is not limited 
to, good faith efforts to obtain required authorization for the Project from other agencies 
with jurisdiction, such as the Wyoming Industrial Siting Council, delay in construction due 
to weather conditions, pending litigation, or other causes which have delayed the project 
and which are beyond the reasonable control of the Applicant(s).  The Applicant(s) may 
request not more than two (2) separate extensions, from the Board, with such total 
extension period not to exceed forty-eight (48) months. The Board shall promptly 
consider the application for the extension and either allow it or deny it.   

 
A. Requests for subsequent extensions of the permit shall first be presented to the 

Commission no later than ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the permit or any 
previously granted extension. The Commission shall recommend to the Board either 
approval or denial of the extension of the permit.  The recommendation of the 
Commission shall be considered by the Board at their next regular meeting.   
 

B. No permit shall expire during the time the decision on the extension is being 
considered. 
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5. Transfer of Conditional Use Permits for Commercial Scale Energy Facilities.  
A. No conditional use permit shall be transferred without the prior approval of the 

Board.  
 

B. The Board may authorize transfers of permits to a different person if: 

1. The permit transfer request is initiated by a written request from the current 
permit holder and accompanied by a written acceptance of the permit, its terms 
and conditions by the prospective transferee. 

2. The permit transfer request is heard by the Board at a public meeting after notice 
is published. 

3. The permit transfer administrative fee has been paid. 
4. Board approval of the transfer shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

  
E. Terms involving commercial scale energy facilities which are not defined in Chapter 3, 

Definitions, shall have the meanings set forth in this Section. 
 

1. "Applicant(s)" means the person who submits to the County, an application for a 
conditional use permit for any Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS), WECS Project 
or Substation. 

2. "Collector system" means the electrical transmission infrastructure, including conductors, 
towers, substations, switchgear and other components necessary to deliver power from 
any Wind Energy Conversion System (WECS), WECS Project or Substation up to, but 
not including, electric substations or similar facilities necessary to interconnect to 
existing or proposed transmission lines that serve load or export energy from Wyoming. 

3. “Commercial WECS Project” means WECS, WECS Projects and Substations that 
provide electricity to be sold to wholesale or retail markets. 

4. “Designated Scenic and Open View Sheds” means the landscape or topography visible 
from a geographic point, especially that having aesthetic value that has been designated 
by Federal, State, County, Local Government, or Municipal action. 

5. “Enlarge or Enlargement” means adding additional wind turbines which are not permitted 
as part of an original permitting process.  

6. "Financial Assurance" means reasonable assurance in a form acceptable to the County, 
at the discretion of the Board, that the costs associated with but not limited to, 
construction; maintenance; consequences from an abandonment; or a failure to properly 
execute closure and post-closure care, are recoverable from Applicant(s) under these 
Regulations. The elements to be considered when establishing adequate levels of 
financial assurance shall include credit worthiness, financial strength, credit history, 
credit rating and any other factors that reasonably bear upon the decision to accept a 
financial assurance.   

7. “Nacelle” means the part of the wind turbine which houses a drivetrain consisting of a 
gearbox, connecting shafts, support bearings, the generator plus other machinery.  

8. "Operator" means the person responsible for the day-to-day operation and maintenance 
of any WECS, WECS Project or Substation, including any third party which operates the 
WECS, WECS Project or Substation, for the Owner(s). 

9. "Owner" means the person, entity or entities with an equity interest in the WECS Project, 
including their respective successors and assigns. “Owner” does not mean the property 
owner from whom land is leased for locating the WECS Project (unless the property 
owner has an equity interest in the WECS Project); or any person holding a security 
interest in the WECS Project solely to secure an extension of credit, or a person or entity 
which obtains title to the WECS Project by foreclosing on such security interest, provided 
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that after foreclosure such person or entity sells the WECS Project at the earliest 
practicable and commercially reasonable date. 

10. “Photovoltaic Power System“ means electrical power generation through the utilization of 
photovoltaic cells that convert sunlight into electricity. 

11. “Pre-Application Review” means an initial review for the purpose of providing an 
Applicant(s) feedback about potential issues. The Pre-Application Review does not 
expressly grant approval and does not negate or minimize requirements that may arise 
during later reviews. 

12. "Primary Structure(s)" means structures such as commercial buildings, hospitals, 
schools and day care facilities. Primary Structure(s) excludes structures such as storage 
sheds and other non-occupied, secondary or accessory structures. 

13. “Project Structure(s)” mean structures such as wind turbine towers, collector systems or 
other associated structures and buildings that are part of the WECS Project.  

14.  “Residential Dwelling or Occupied Structures”  
15. “Re-tooling or Reconstruction” means the replacement or upgrade of components or 

equipment that increases the name plate capacity or replacement of the foundation or 
tower in the same location.      

16. “Solar Glare“ is the effect produced by light reflecting from a solar panel with intensity 
sufficient to cause annoyance, discomfort, or loss in visual performance. 

17. "Solar Project" means a Commercial Scale Solar Facility with centralized components 
that comprise the primary or principal use on a site. A Solar Project includes all 
associated support facilities including, but not limited to, roads, substations, operation 
and maintenance buildings, as specified in the application. 

18. "Substation" means the apparatus that connects the electrical collection system of the 
WECS(s) and increases the voltage for connection with the utility's transmission lines. 

19. Commercial Scale Energy Facilities. 
a. “Wind Energy Facility” means any wind powered electrical generation development 

consisting of an individual wind turbine or multiple wind turbines rated by the 
manufacturer to generate more than one-half (0.5) megawatt of electricity and 
includes all contiguous lands where the Owner(s) or developer has rights to erect 
wind turbines. 

b. “Solar Energy Facility” means a Solar collection system, with centralized facilities 
that comprise the primary or principal use on a site and most or all of the electricity 
produced is supplied to the grid and\or used off -site. 

20. "Wind Energy Conversion System" ("WECS") means all necessary devices that together 
convert wind energy into electricity, including the rotor, nacelle, generator, WECS Tower, 
electrical components, WECS foundation, transformer, and electrical cabling from the 
WECS Tower to Substation(s) and their support facilities, including collector systems. 

21. "WECS Project" means the WECS and associated support facilities including, but not 
limited to, roads, substations, operation and maintenance buildings, and permanent 
towers as specified in the application, including the project area as defined by the 
Owner(s) and includes, but is not limited to a Wind Energy Facility. 

22. "WECS Tower" means the support structure to which the nacelle and rotor are attached 
and includes the foundation for the tower. 

23. "WECS Tower Height" means the distance from the highest point of a vertical rotor blade 
to the top surface of the WECS foundation. 
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Section 6.2 COMMERCIAL SCALE WIND ENERGY FACILITIES 
A. General Requirements-Wind Energy Facilities. 

To obtain siting approval, the Applicant(s) must first submit a WECS Conditional Use Permit 
application to the Department. .   
 
1. Conditional Use Permit Application Process for Commercial WECS Project. 

The Conditional Use Permit application for a Commercial WECS Project shall contain, or 
be accompanied by, the following information: 
A.   A WECS Project summary, including, to the extent available: 

1. A general description of the project, including its approximate total name plate 
generating capacity; the potential equipment manufacturer(s), type(s) of 
WECS(s), number of WECS, and name plate generating capacity of each 
WECS; the maximum height of the WECS Tower(s) and maximum diameter of 
the WECS rotor(s); the general location of the project; and  
 

2. A description of the Applicant(s), Owner(s) and, if known, Operator(s) including 
their respective business structures; and 

 
3. The name(s), and mailing address(es), phone number(s), and email(s) of the 

Applicant(s), Owner(s) and Operator(s), and all owner(s) of property on which the 
WECS Project is to be located; and 

 
4. The name(s), and mailing address(es), of all property owner(s) within 1,000 feet 

of the geographical boundary of the WECS project site; and 
 

5. A preliminary site plan for the installation of a WECS Project showing the 
planned location of each WECS Tower, guy lines and anchor bases (if any), 
Primary Structure(s), property lines (including identification of adjoining 
properties), setback lines, public & private access roads and turnout locations, 
Substation(s), electrical cabling from the WECS Tower to the Substation(s), 
ancillary equipment, transmission lines, and layout of all structures within the 
geographical boundaries of any applicable setback; and 

 
6. A waste management plan that includes an inventory of estimated solid wastes 

to be generated, and a proposed disposal program for the construction, operation 
and eventual decommissioning of the proposed WECS project; and 

 
7. A plan for reclamation of the surface after construction; and 

 
8. A list of all State and Federal agencies requiring approval and a copy of such 

approval, including all required studies, reports and certifications. In the event 
that a State or Federal Agency has not yet approved a required study, report or 
certification, then the conditional use permit shall be subject to receipt of a copy 
of such approval, unless good cause is shown to the satisfaction of the County; 
and 

 
9. Letters of consent to permit from all surface property owners upon which the 

WECS project will be located or other legal documentation (leases, etc.) which 
demonstrate consent of the surface property owners for the WECS project; and 
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10. Certification that the proposed WECS project will comply with all the standards 
required by W.S. §18-5-504; and 
 

11. Certify that the proposed WECS project will comply with all applicable zoning and 
county land use regulations; and  

 
12. Any other information normally required by the County as part of its Zoning Rules 

and Regulations; and 
 

13. Conditional Use Permit application fee.  
 

B. Certification that reasonable efforts have been undertaken to provide notice in writing, 
to all owners of land within one (1) mile of the proposed WECS project and to all 
cities and towns located within twenty (20) miles of the WECS project. Notice shall 
include a general description of the project, including its location, projected number 
of turbines and the likely routes of ingress and egress.  

 
C. Evidence of publication of notice of the proposed WECS project to be published in 

the official paper of Carbon County, twice in two (2) different weeks, at least twenty 
(20) days prior to the Board’s public hearing on the application. The notice shall 
include a brief summary of the wind energy facility, invite the public to submit 
comments and identify the time and date of said hearing.  

 
D. The Applicant shall notify the Department in writing of any material changes to the 

information provided that occurs while approval of the WECS Conditional Use Permit 
application is pending. 

 
2.  Design and Installation. 

A.   Design Safety Certification. 
 WECSs shall conform to applicable industry standards, including those of the 

American National Standards Institute (“ANSI”) and the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers (“IEEE”) and the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC). 
Concurrently with building permit applications, the Applicants shall submit certificates 
of design compliance that equipment manufacturers have obtained from 
Underwriters Laboratories ("UL”), Det Norske Veritas ("DNV"), Germanischer Lloyd 
Wind Energie ("GL"), or an equivalent third party. 

 
B.   Color. 
 When not conflicting with colors required by the Federal Aviation Administration or 

other Federal Agencies, towers and blades shall be painted off-white or another non-
reflective, unobtrusive color that is agreed upon by the County prior to 
authorization.  The color selected is intended to help the project blend with the 
natural visual character of the area. The Applicant(s) shall submit a visual rendering 
of the proposed towers with color scheme, for approval by the Board.   
 

C. Signage. 
 There shall be no signage or logo of any type allowed on the WECS tower(s) with the 

exception of safety signs, warning signs and identification signs or numbers and 
emergency contact signs. Factory installed manufacturer’s logo or an owner’s logo 
will be permitted but cannot be illuminated.  Any other signage shall only be allowed 
as approved by the County. 
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3. The Commission may recommend and the Board may require specific design standards 
or restrictions that will mitigate or prohibit the degree to which WECS may impact views, 
view-sheds and scenic or historic landscapes which may have important and unique 
character or value. 
 
A.  Scenic Landscapes and Vistas.  
 WECS’s should be located such that they do not interfere with any designated 

Federal, State or County scenic resources, byways or scenic corridors to the 
greatest extent possible. WECS shall be located as far as possible away from 
important views in order to diminish the visual impact of the structure.  

 
B.  Visibility, Screening and Buffering.  
 Wherever possible, WECS shall be located to make maximum use of existing terrain, 

vegetation and structures for the purposes of screening the turbines from off-site 
views.  To the greatest extent possible, WECS shall be sited such that mature 
vegetation and/or existing structures are located between the facility and public and 
private viewpoints.  

 
4. Warnings. 

A.   A reasonably visible warning sign concerning voltage must be placed at the base of 
all pad-mounted transformers and Collector substations. 
 

B. For projects that are placed on land with public access; visible, reflective, colored 
objects, such as flags, reflectors, or tape shall be placed on the anchor points of guy 
wires and along the guy wires up to a height of fifteen feet (15’) from the ground. 
 

C. Each application shall include an evaluation of Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
approved remote sensing beacons or Audio Visual Warning Systems (AVWS) that 
do not require continuous night-time wind farm aviation warning lighting. 

  
5. Exterior Climb Prevention. 

A. All WECS Towers must be unclimbable by design or protected by anti-climbing 
devices. 
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6.  Minimum Commercial WECS Setbacks and Standards (Per W.S. §18-5-504): 

(ii)  Would locate the base of any tower at a distance of less than one hundred ten percent (110%) of the maximum height of the tower from 
any property line contiguous or adjacent to the facility, unless waived in writing by the owner of every property which would be located 
closer than the minimum distance;  

(iii)  Would locate the base of any tower at a distance of less than one hundred ten percent (110%) of the maximum height of the tower from 
any public road right-of-way;  

(iv) Would construct any tower or other structure, other than underground structures, transmission lines, roadways and structures 
appurtenant to roadways, at a distance of less than five and one-half (5.5) times the maximum height of the tower, but in no event less 
than one thousand (1,000) feet from any platted subdivision unless this restriction is waived in writing by the owners of all lands included 
within the distance specified in this paragraph; 

(v)  Would locate the base of any tower at a distance of less than five and one-half (5.5) times the maximum height of the tower, but in no 
event less than one thousand (1,000) feet from a residential dwelling or occupied structure, unless waived in writing by the person 
holding title to the residential dwelling or occupied structure; 

(vi) Would locate the base of any tower at a distance of less than one-half (1/2) mile from the limits of any city or town. 
 

 
  

Commercial WECS Tower Minimum Setbacks  Additional Comments, Waivers and similar 

Primary Structure 5.5 times the WECS tower height Unless waived in writing by the person owning the primary 
structure.  A WECS tower shall not be located closer to a primary 
structure than one and one-tenth (1.10) times the WECS tower 
height. 

Third Party Transmission and 
Distribution Lines 

1.10 times the WECS tower height Unless waived in writing by the entity owning the transmission or 
distribution lines. 

Communication Towers 1.10 times the WECS tower height  

County Residential Zone District  one-half (0.5) mile  

County Roads and Railroads  one quarter (0.25) mile from the right-of-
way (ROW) 

Unless waived by the Board.  Measured from the road or railroad 
Right-of-Way (ROW). 



CHAPTER 6: COMMERCIAL SCALE ENERGY FACILITIES 
     

 
Carbon County Zoning Resolution of 2015       Page 6-10 
Amended:  07/07/2020 
 

 
             WECS Tower Minimum Setbacks  Additional Comments, Waivers and similar 

Scenic Byways and Backways As recommended by the Commission As adopted by the Board 

State Parks and Wildlife Refuges A minimum distance of one-quarter 
(0.25) mile 

Unless waived by the Board upon a recommendation from the 
applicable State Agency. 

Variances The Applicant(s) does not need to obtain a setback variance from the County upon approval of a setback 
waiver by a property owner.  A waiver of the setback requirements shall run with the land and shall be 
recorded as part of the chain of title for the subject property.  Copies of the recorded waivers shall be 
furnished to the County and included in the application file. 

Setbacks shall be measured from the center of the WECS tower foundation. 

To the extent consistent with the minimum standards provided in W.S. §18-5-504, setbacks may be modified at the discretion of the Board to 
minimize degradation of the visual, environmental or acoustic character of the area. 
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7.  Federal, State and Local Requirements.  
A. Nothing in these Regulations is intended to preempt other applicable State and 

Federal laws or regulations.  All WECS Project facilities shall be constructed to meet 
and be maintained in compliance with all Federal, State and County requirements, 
including all Wyoming Industrial Siting Council requirements, if applicable. If 
compliance issues arise at any time during the review, development or operational 
phases, the Applicant(s) or Owner(s), at the discretion of the County may be 
requested to provide additional studies or reports prepared by qualified professionals 
addressing the issues and mitigation measures that may be needed to maintain 
compliance. 

 
8. Use of Public Roads. 

Any Applicant(s), Owner(s), or Operator(s)   proposing to use any public road(s), for the 
purpose of transporting WECS(s) or Substation parts and/or equipment for construction, 
operation, or maintenance of the WECS(s) or Substation(s), shall: 
A. Submit a report demonstrating how legal access will be provided to the WECS 

facility. The report shall describe how private roadways within the project will be 
marked as private roadways, and shall acknowledge that the County is not required 
to repair, maintain or accept any dedication of the private roadways to the public use. 
 

B. Identify all public roads within Wyoming and submit conceptual mapping of all 
proposed haul routes with the WECS Conditional Use permit application. The report 
shall also include a traffic study, prepared by a Licensed Engineer, of any public 
roadways leading to and away from the proposed project during and after 
construction. The Board may require the Applicant(s) enter into a Road Use 
Agreement for the use of County roads prior to construction of the project. The road 
use agreement shall be developed by the Applicant(s) for review by the County Road 
& Bridge Department, Planning & Development Department, and the County 
Attorney’s Office.  

 
C. Prior to issuance of a building permit, obtain new access, access modification or 

change of use of access permit; utility crossing permits from Wyoming Department of 
Transportation (WYDOT) or applicable agency for impacts to any Federal, State or 
County Highway/Road facilities. 

 
D. The Applicant(s), at the discretion of the Board, may be required to provide additional 

studies and reports, prepared by qualified professional(s), to determine if impacts to 
public roads will occur. If impacts are determined, a mitigation plan and/or long term 
road maintenance agreement will be required at the discretion of the Board. 

 
E. Applicant(s), Owner(s), or Operator(s) must obtain any applicable weight or size 

permit(s) relating to transportation of WECS from the appropriate agency. 
 
F. The Applicant(s), Owner(s), or Operator(s) shall conduct a pre-construction baseline 

survey to determine existing road conditions for assessing potential damage to 
roadways due to the WECS Project. 

 
G. Secure Financial Assurance in a reasonable amount at the discretion of the Board, 

for the purpose of repairing any damage to public roads caused by constructing, 
operating or maintaining the WECS Project. The amount of financial assurance shall 
be submitted as an estimate signed and sealed by a Licensed Engineer and 
submitted as part of the road use agreement.  If the Owner(s) of the WECS project is 
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a person regulated by the Wyoming Public Service Commission, the requirements of 
the subparagraph shall not apply.  

 
H. The use of public roads and other infrastructure shall be in accordance with and in 

compliance with County regulations governing such activities. Any degradation to, or 
damage of public roads or other infrastructure by parties affiliated with the 
installation, operation or maintenance of WECS Project will bear all costs required to 
return the public roads or other infrastructure to their original or better condition prior 
to their use. If Carbon County has entered into any Memorandum of Understanding 
with any other counties in the proposed WECS Project(s), including counties in other 
states, as applicable, the Owner(s) shall furnish proof of compliance with the 
requirements of any such county. 

 
9. Operations and Maintenance.  

A. Routine scheduled maintenance shall include the repainting of equipment and 
structures, grounds or landscaping as appropriate to the location.  If the Owner(s) of 
the WECS project is a person regulated by the Wyoming Public Service 
Commission, the requirements of the subparagraph shall not apply. 

 
B. All solid wastes and hazardous materials related to the construction, operation and 

maintenance of a WECS Project shall be handled, stored or disposed of in 
accordance with the approved waste management plan and in accordance with all 
applicable Federal, State and County laws and regulations. 

 
C.  On April 1st of every even numbered year after the third anniversary of the permit, 

the Owner(s) or Operator(s) of the WECS shall submit to the County Planning and 
Development Department a statement that lists all WECSs currently inoperative for 
longer than six continuous (6) months.  All WECSs that remain inoperative for 
eighteen (18) continuous months or longer must be decommissioned and reclaimed 
unless the Owner(s) provides a written plan and schedule acceptable to the Board 
for re-tooling and\or reactivating the inoperative WECS. If the Owner(s) of the WECS 
project is a person regulated by the Wyoming Public Service Commission, the 
requirements of the second sentence of this subparagraph shall not apply. 

 
D. The Owner(s) or Operator(s) of the WECS shall control and eradicate noxious and 

invasive weed species within the WECS project area boundary.  Weed control shall 
be maintained as directed by the Carbon County Weed and Pest District or the 
appropriate public entity having jurisdiction. 

   
E.   Interference. 

1. The Applicant(s) shall provide the applicable wireless telecommunication service 
providers and local emergency service provider(s) (911 operators) copies of the 
project summary and site plan. To the extent that the above provider(s) 
demonstrate a likelihood of interference with their communications resulting from 
the WECS(s), the Applicant(s) shall take reasonable measures to mitigate such 
anticipated interference.   

 
2. If, after construction of the WECS(s), the Owner(s) or Operator(s) receives a 

written complaint related to interference with emergency services 
communications, local broadcast of residential television or other communication 
venues, the Owner(s) or Operator(s) shall take steps to respond to the complaint 
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and take reasonable measures as necessary to alleviate or mitigate the 
interference. 

 
3. The Owner(s) or Operator(s) shall mitigate light impact on existing residences 

that are visible within one (1) mile of an existing residence and still meet 
applicable FAA requirements.  Examples of light mitigation include but are not 
limited to; downward directed lighting, use of shielded light fixtures, eliminating 
lighting that casts light onto adjacent property.    

 
10.  Coordination with Emergency Services. 

A.  The Applicant(s), Owner(s) or Operator(s) shall submit a written emergency 
management plan for review and comment to the County and local fire department, 
County Emergency Management Coordinator and the County Sheriff.  If the WECS 
Project extends into another county, the emergency plan shall address multi-county 
coordination of emergency notices and use of emergency services and the plan 
shall be commented upon by officials of the other affected county or counties.  If the 
conditional use permit is granted, the plan shall be supplemented and revised 
following construction of the WECS project and prior to its operation, if there are any 
variations in the project construction which would materially impact the original 
emergency management plan.  

 
11.  WECS Project Mapping. 

A.  To the extent not inconsistent with confidentiality and security obligations under 
State and\or Federal law; the Owner(s) or Operator(s) shall provide the Department 
with a detailed map of the site within ninety (90) days of when operation begins. 
This map will include the geographic coordinates of each WECS structure, all roads 
within the WECS Project area, and public roads and turnouts connecting to roads of 
the WECS Project. This Map shall be updated by the Owner(s) or Operator(s) every 
five (5) years or after the completion of any significant additional construction, 
whichever occurs first. 

 
12.  Reclamation and Decommissioning Plan. 

For WECS Projects not owned or operated by a Public Utility subject to 
decommissioning and reclamation requirements of the Public Service Commission per 
W.S. §35-12-105: 
A. The Applicant(s) shall provide a site and facility reclamation and decommissioning 

plan which indicates the planned life of the WECS Project and the means by which 
the facility and its site will be decommissioned and reclaimed at the end of the 
facility's life and which certifies that any owner of land within the WECS Project and 
its site who is not the Applicant(s) has been consulted in development of the 
reclamation and decommissioning plan.  Such plan shall comply with all 
requirements adopted by the Wyoming Industrial Siting Council under W.S. §35-12-
105(d) and (e) regardless of whether the facility is referred to the Wyoming 
Industrial Siting Council pursuant to W.S. §18-5-509 or is otherwise subject to the 
Industrial Siting Act. If the permit is granted, the plan shall be updated every five (5) 
years until site reclamation and decommissioning is complete. 

 
13.  Public Notice and Approval Process. 

A. Upon receipt of an application, the Department shall conduct a review of the 
application to determine if it contains all the information required by W.S. §18-5-503 
and this Section and any other applicable rules and regulations. If the Department 
determines that the application is incomplete, it shall within thirty (30) days of 
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receipt of the application notify the Applicant(s) of the specific deficiencies in the 
application. The Applicant(s) shall provide the additional information necessary 
within thirty (30) days of receipt of a request for additional information.  When the 
Department determines that the application is acceptable for further processing, it 
shall notify the Applicant(s) that the  Board will conduct a review of the application 
and shall provide notice of the date and time at which the hearing required by W.S. 
§18-5-506 and this section will be conducted.  

 
B.   Notice Requirements.  An affidavit by the Applicant(s) shall be submitted which 

certifies that the Applicant(s) has undertaken reasonable efforts to provide written 
notice to all owners of land within one (1) mile of the property line of the proposed 
WECS Project and to all cities and towns located within twenty (20) miles of 
the  WECS Project. Notice shall include a general description of the project 
including its location, projected number of turbines and the likely routes of ingress 
and egress.  The affidavit shall attest that notice was mailed to those owners of 
record on file at the Carbon County Assessor’s Office. 

 
C.  Notice of the proposed WECS Project shall be published in a newspaper of general 

circulation in Carbon County twenty (20) or more days prior to the public hearing 
required by W.S. §18-5-506. The notice shall include a brief summary of the WECS 
Project, invite the public to submit comments and identify the time and date of the 
hearing.  The Applicant(s) shall provide an affidavit of publication prior to the Board 
hearing.  In addition, the County may prepare a notice to be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the County that should include a brief summary 
of the WECS Project, invite the public to submit comments and identify the time and 
date of the hearing.  The application shall not be subject to additional County notice 
requirements for a Conditional Use Permit application.   

 
D. The Owner(s) or Applicant(s) shall certify that notice has been provided to the record 

owners of mineral rights located on or under the lands where the proposed facility 
will be constructed.  Such notice may include notice by publication.  The certification 
of notice shall be provided with the application.  To the extent that the notice 
requirements in the paragraph do not comply with rules adopted by the Industrial 
Siting Council as provided by W.S. §18-5-504(c), the standards and requirements 
adopted by the Industrial Siting Council shall control and shall be complied with by 
the Applicant(s). 

 
E.   Commission’s Review and Recommendation.  Commercial WECS Conditional Use 

Permit applications shall be referred to the Commission.  The Commission will 
review and consider the application at a meeting of the Commission and certify their 
recommendation to the Board.   

 
F.  The Board shall hold a public hearing to consider public comment on the application 

no less than forty-five (45) days and not more than sixty (60) days after determining 
that the application is complete.  Written comments on the application shall be 
accepted by the Board for not less than forty-five (45) days after determining that 
the application is complete.  
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14. Decision of the Board; findings necessary. 
A. Within forty-five (45) days from the date of completion of the hearing required by 

W.S. §18-5-506, the Board shall make complete findings, issue an opinion, render a 
decision upon the record either granting or denying the application and state whether 
or not the Applicant(s) has met the applicable standards. The decision shall be 
subject to the remedies provided in W.S. §18-5-508. The Board shall grant a permit if 
it determines that the proposed wind energy facility complies with all standards 
properly adopted and the standards required by this article.  

 
B.   No permit shall be granted if the application is incomplete or if all notices required by 

this regulation and W.S. §18-5-503 have not been timely given.  
 
C.  A copy of the decision shall be served upon the Applicant(s). 
 

15. Conditional Use Permit Violation. 
A failure by the person who is issued a conditional use permit to materially comply with 
any of the provisions of the permit shall constitute a violation of the permit and this 
section. 
A. Prior to taking steps to enforce the permit requirements and applicable regulations as 

provided by law, the County shall first provide written notice to the permit holder 
setting forth the alleged violation(s). Such written notice shall provide the permit 
holder a reasonable time period, not to exceed sixty (60) days, to cure the violation 
or for good faith negotiations to resolve the alleged violation(s). 

 
B. If the County determines, based upon all the facts pertinent to the circumstances 

involving the violation, including any history of prior violations, that the parties cannot 
resolve the alleged violation(s) within the good faith negotiation period, or in the 
event that it determines that exigent circumstances exist, such as an emergency, or 
the need to prevent imminent harm due to the violation, that, in the best interests of, 
and for the protection of the public, the provisions of subparagraph (a) above should 
not apply, the County may proceed to enforce these regulations in any manner 
allowed by law in those circumstances. 

 
16. Revocation or suspension of conditional use permit. 

A. A conditional use permit may be revoked or suspended for:  
1. Any material false statement in the application or in accompanying statements or 

studies required of the Applicant(s), if a true statement would have warranted the 
refusal to grant a conditional use permit;  

 
2.  Failure to comply with the terms or conditions of the permit after notice of the 

failure and reasonable opportunity to correct the failure;  
 
3. Violation of Article 5, Wind Energy Facilities at W.S. §18-5-501 et. seq., this 

section or valid orders of the Board or the Industrial Siting Council;  
 
4. Failure of the proposed wind energy facility to receive a required permit from the 

Industrial Siting Council pursuant to the Industrial Development Information and 
Siting Act, W.S. §35-12-101 through §35-12-119; or  

 
  

  



CHAPTER 6:  COMMERCIAL SCALE ENERGY FACILITIES    

 
Carbon County Zoning Resolution of 2015 Page 6-16 
Amended:  07/07/2020 

5. Failure of the permitted wind energy facility to:  
a.  Transmit electricity created by wind energy for a period of two (2) consecutive 

years or more; 
b.  Maintain land rights necessary to operate the wind energy facility.  

 
17.  Penalties for violations. 

A.   No person shall:  
1. Commence to construct a wind energy facility on or after July 1, 2010 without 

first obtaining a permit required by Article 5, Wind Energy Facilities at W.S. §18-
5-501 et. seq. and this section;  

 
2. Construct, reconstruct, operate, locate, erect, maintain, enlarge, change or use 

a wind energy facility, after having first obtained a conditional use permit, other 
than in specific compliance with the permit; or  

 
3. Cause any of the acts specified in this subsection to occur.  

 
B.   Any person violating subsection (a) of this section is liable for a civil penalty of not 

more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) for each violation. Each day of a 
continuing violation constitutes a separate offense.  

 
C.   Any wind turbine tower or wind generator erected in violation of this section 

or Article 5, Wind Energy Facilities at W.S. §18-5-501 et. seq. shall subject the 
Owner(s) of the tower or generator to a penalty of seven hundred fifty dollars 
($750.00) per day for every tower or generator so erected.  

 
D. Any penalties collected pursuant to this section shall be paid and credited as 

provided by W.S. §8-1-109. 
 
18.  Referral. 

The Board may refer a WECS Project to the Industrial Siting Council as provided by 
W.S. §18-5-509. 
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Section 6.3 COMMERCIAL SCALE SOLAR ENERGY FACILITIES 
A. General Requirements-Solar Energy Facilities. 

To obtain siting approval, the Applicant(s) must first submit a Commercial Scale Solar 
Project Conditional Use Permit application to the Planning and Development Department. 
Applicants for this type of permit must schedule a pre-application meeting with the Planning 
and Development Director or his/her designee. 
 

B. Application Requirements. 
1. In addition to the application requirements for a Conditional Use Permit, the application 

shall provide the following information adequate for the Commission and the Board to 
evaluate the Commercial Scale Solar Energy Project in accordance with the review 
criteria for a Conditional Use Permit and the standards identified herein.  
 

2. A Conditional Use Permit application for a Commercial Scale Solar Energy Project shall 
contain, or be accompanied by, the following information: 

a. Public Utility Information. Documentation that the proposed Commercial Scale 
Solar Energy Facility will be owned or operated by a Public Utility and subject to 
the requirements of the Public Service Commission or the Commercial Scale Solar 
Energy Facility will not be subject to the requirements of the Public Service 
Commission. 
 

b. A description of the location and extent of the proposed Commercial Scale Solar 
Energy System and a statement of why the proposed location was selected. 
 

c. Provide a summary of the proposed system including its total nameplate 
generating capacity, types of solar modules, number of solar arrays, and maximum 
system height. 
 

d. Estimated time of commencement of construction and construction timeframe, 
including the schedule for phasing and estimated project life. 
 

e. Estimated construction cost of the facility. 
 

f. Anticipated markets for the electricity produced and status of any power purchase 
agreements. 
 

g. Provide a list of all Local, State and Federal agencies requiring approval and a 
copy of such approval, including all required studies, reports and certifications. In 
the event that a State or Federal Agency has not yet approved a required study, 
report or certification, then the enforcement of the conditional use permit shall be 
subject to receipt of a copy of such approval, unless good cause is shown to the 
satisfaction of the Board.  
 

h. The County may require an evaluation of potential impacts together with any plans 
and proposals for alleviating social and economic impacts upon local governments 
or special districts and alleviating environmental impacts which may result from the 
proposed facility. 
 

i. The applicant shall provide a Solar Glare Hazard Analysis utilizing software for 
Photovoltaic (PV) systems that provide an assessment of when and where glare 
will occur throughout the year.  
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1. If solar glare is predicted, the applicant shall provide mitigation measures to 

address the impacts of solar glare. Mitigation measures may include and are 
not limited to textured glass, anti-reflective coatings, screening, distance, and 
angling of Solar PV modules in a manner that reduces glare to surrounding 
land uses of non-participating property owners. 

 
j. The applicant shall provide a Traffic Study and Transportation Plan. 

1. The Traffic Study and Transportation Plan should include a description and 
map of what roads the project will utilize during the construction and the 
operation and maintenance phase, along with their existing surfacing and 
condition. Specify any new road(s) and proposed upgrade or improvements 
needed to the existing road system to serve the project. 

 
2. Use of County Roads. 

a. Any Applicant(s), Owner(s), or Operator(s) proposing to use any County 
Roads, for the purpose of transporting Commercial Scale Solar Energy 
Components or Substation parts and/or equipment for construction, 
operation, or maintenance of the Project or Substation(s) may be required 
to prepare and submit for approval a Road Use Agreement in accordance 
with the provisions contained in the applicable sections for Commercial 
Scale Wind Energy Facilities. 

 
k. Any other information normally required by the County as part of its Zoning Rules 

and Regulations.  
 

C. The Commission may recommend and the Board may require that the applicant implement 
the recommendations or requirements submitted by other Local, State and Federal 
governments, departments and agencies. 

 
D. The Applicant shall notify the Department in writing of any material changes to the 

information provided that occurs while review of the Solar Energy Project, Conditional Use 
Permit application is pending. 
 

E. Location and Design Standards for Commercial Scale Solar Energy Projects. 
1. The Commission may recommend and the Board may require specific location and 

design standards or restrictions that will mitigate or restrict the following types of 
potential impacts or change resulting from the location and construction of a Commercial 
Scale Solar Energy Project. 
 

2. Scenic Landscapes and Vistas.  
 Commercial Scale Solar Energy Projects should be located such that they do not 

interfere with any designated Federal, State or County scenic resources, byways or 
scenic corridors to the greatest extent possible. Solar Projects should be located as far 
as possible away from important views in order to diminish the visual impact of the 
project. 
 

3. Visibility, Screening and Buffering.  
Commercial Scale Solar Energy Projects should be located to make maximum use of 
existing terrain, vegetation and structures to screen the Project from off-site views.  To 
the greatest extent possible, Commercial Scale Solar Projects should be sited such that 
non-shading vegetation and/or existing structures are located between the facility and 
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public and private viewpoints. Landscaping and/or screening may be required to help 
screen the Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facilities. 
 

4. Commercial Scale Solar Energy Projects shall not be placed in the vicinity of any airport 
in a manner that would interfere with airport flight patterns. As applicable, 
acknowledgement of location approval from the Federal Aviation Administration may be 
required prior to construction. 
 

5. No Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facilities shall be placed such that concentrated 
solar glare casts onto adjacent properties or roadways. 
 

6. Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facilities shall comply with the current edition of the 
National Electrical Code, applicable International Code Council (ICC) codes. In addition, 
all solar energy system components shall comply with the standards of the Wyoming 
Department of Fire Prevention and Electrical Safety. 
 

7. Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facilities shall be enclosed by perimeter fencing at least 
8 feet tall to restrict unauthorized access.  No outdoor storage of any materials or 
equipment is permitted unless reviewed and permitted by the Board. 
 

8. On-site power lines shall be placed underground unless granted a waiver as part of the 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) review and approval by the Board. 
 

9. Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facility shall not exceed thirty-five feet (35’) in height 
unless granted a height waiver as part of the CUP review and approval by the Board. 
 

10. Setbacks and Signs. 
a. Structures shall be setback from the project boundary lines and public rights-of-way 

at least forty feet (40‘). Additional setbacks may be required to mitigate site specific 
issues or to provide for access, road or commercial corridors. 

b. There shall be no signage allowed on the Commercial Scale Solar Energy Project 
with the exception of safety and emergency contact signs, warning signs, directional 
or project identification signs.  

 
F. Site Management Standards.  

1. Drainage from Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facilities shall not adversely affect 
upstream and downstream properties. 

 
2. Dust control within all phases of the Commercial Scale Solar Energy Project is 

mandatory by means acceptable to Carbon County and Wyoming Department 
Environmental Quality (WDEQ) Air Quality Division. 

 
3. Damage to existing vegetation shall be minimized.  

a. Disturbed areas shall be reseeded in accordance with the reclamation 
recommendations of the Local Conservation District. 

b.  Weed control shall be maintained as directed by the Carbon County Weed and Pest 
District or the Local Conservation District. 

 
4. Lighting of the Commercial Scale Solar Energy Project and accessory structures shall be 

limited to the minimum necessary and full cutoff lighting (e.g., dark sky compliant) may 
be required when determined necessary to mitigate visual impacts. 
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G. Reclamation and Decommissioning Plan. 
For Commercial Scale Solar Energy Projects not owned or operated by a Public Utility 
subject to decommissioning and reclamation requirements of the Public Service 
Commission per W.S. §35-12-105: 
1. The Applicant(s) shall provide a site and facility reclamation and decommissioning plan 

which indicates the planned life of the Commercial Scale Solar Energy Project and the 
means by which the facility and its site will be decommissioned and reclaimed at the end 
of the facility's life and which certifies that any owner of land within the Commercial 
Scale Solar Energy Facility and its site who is not the Applicant(s) has been consulted in 
development of the reclamation and decommissioning plan.  If the permit is granted, the 
plan shall be updated every five (5) years until site reclamation and decommissioning is 
complete. 
 

2. Unless exempt by the Public Service Commission, proof of financial capability for 
complete decommissioning and site reclamation shall be provided in accordance with 
the Financial Assurance requirements of these regulations. 

 
H. Public Notice and Hearing Requirements. 

1. Public Notice and hearing procedures will be in accordance with the Public Notice and 
Hearing Requirements for Conditional Use Permits, with the addition of the following:    
a. Notice Requirements.  The Applicant(s) shall submit an affidavit which certifies that 

the Applicant(s) has undertaken reasonable efforts to provide written notice to all 
owners of land within one (1) mile of the property line of the proposed Commercial 
Scale Solar Energy Facility and to all cities and towns located within ten (10) miles of 
the Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facility.  The notice shall include a summary of 
the proposed Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facility, including routes of ingress 
and egress, invite submittal of comments and identify the time and dates of the 
Commission and Board hearing.  The affidavit shall attest that notice was mailed to 
those owners of record on file at the Carbon County Assessor’s Office. 
 

b. Notice of the proposed Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facility shall be published in 
a newspaper of general circulation in Carbon County twenty (20) or more days prior 
to the Commission hearing. The notice shall include a brief summary of the 
Commercial Scale Solar Energy Facility, invite the public to submit comments and 
identify the time and date of the Commission and Board hearings. The Applicant(s) 
shall provide an affidavit of publication prior to the Commission hearing.   
 

c. The Owner(s) or Applicant(s) shall certify that notice has been provided to the record 
owners of mineral rights located on or under the lands where the proposed facility 
will be constructed.  Such notice may include notice by publication.  The certification 
of notice shall be provided with the application.   
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CHAPTER 7 

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
 

Section 7.1 INTERPRETATION 
The provisions of this Resolution shall be held to be minimum requirements adopted for the 
promotion of the public health, safety morals, comfort, convenience, and general welfare. 
 
 
Section 7.2 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
A. Enforcement Responsibility. 

1. It shall be the responsibility to the Zoning Officer to administer and enforce the provision 
of the Carbon County Zoning Resolution. 
 

2. It shall be unlawful to locate, erect, construct, reconstruct, enlarge, maintain, or use any 
building or use any land within the unincorporated area of Carbon County without first 
obtaining a Building Permit from the Department, and no such Building Permit shall be 
issued unless the plans for the proposed building, structure, or use fully comply with this 
Zoning Resolution.  The Department, shall act upon any application submitted; shall 
grant a Building Permit in all cases where the proposed construction or use complies 
with the requirements of the Zoning Resolution; and if it denies the application, shall 
specify the reasons for such denial.   
  

 3. The Zoning Officer (or his/her designee) shall have the authority and responsibility to 
enter upon any public or private premises and make inspection thereof at any 
reasonable time, and for any proper purpose in enforcing this Resolution.  Further, upon 
reasonable cause or questions to proper compliance, to revoke any Building Permit and 
issue cease and desist orders requiring the cessation of any building, construction, 
moving, alteration or use which is in violation of the provisions of this Resolution. 
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Section 7.3 PUBLIC NOTICE AND HEARING REQUIREMENTS 
 

Public hearings shall be conducted at regular meetings of the Carbon Board of County  
Commissioners (Board) or Carbon County Planning and Zoning Commission (Commission) 

or at a special meeting called for that purpose. 
 

Type of Notice 
 

Zone 
Change or 
ZRA-Text 

Amendment 

Conditional 
Use Permit Variance Appeal 

CUP 
Commercial 
Scale Energy 

Facilities 
U.S. Mail: to applicant and 
adjacent land owners at least 14 
days before the Commission 
hearing. (1)(2)(4) 
 

X X X  

See Public 
Notice and 

Hearing 
Requirements 
Commercial 

Scale Energy 
Facilities 

(Chapter 6) 

Publication: in a newspaper of 
general circulation at least 30 
days before the Commission 
hearing. (1) 
 

X X X  

Publication: in a newspaper of 
general circulation at least 14 
days before the Board hearing. 
(1)  
 

X X  
X  

Variance 
Appeal 

Posted Notice:  A Sign must be 
posted on the property by the 
applicant at least 14 days before 
the Commission hearing. (3)  
 

X X X 

 

 
Public Hearings: The Department shall be responsible for scheduling public hearings; publishing notices 
and mailing notices.  The cost of all notices and recording fees shall be paid by the 
applicant.  
 
Continuances & Tabling: Public hearings continued to a specific date need not be re-noticed.  Hearings 
tabled indefinitely shall be re-noticed in accordance with the notice requirements of this section.  
 

 
1. Publication and mailed notice must include a summary of the request, general location of property or 

address, an abbreviated legal description and the date, time and place of the hearing and how 
additional information can be obtained. 

2. Adjacent land owners as shown in the property ownership records of the County Assessor having a 
common property line or separated only by an alley, easement or public or private road.  

3. Sign will be provided by Department and must include a summary of the request, the date, time and 
place of the hearing and a telephone number to contact for more information. 

4. Failure to notify adjacent landowners due to clerical oversight or failure of mail delivery shall not 
affect the validity of the hearing or the reviewing authority’s decision.  
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Section 7.4 BUILDING PERMITS – SITE PLAN APPROVAL 
Any Permitted Use unless, otherwise excepted herein, shall require Site Plan Approval.  Said 
site plan shall be submitted in adequate detail to determine compliance with this Zoning 
Resolution.  Upon determination of compliance with this Zoning Resolution, the site plan 
approval process will result in the issuance of a building permit and/or a zoning certificate. 
 
A. It is intended that the Building Permit process will enable the Zoning Officer to check 

compliance of all proposed construction with applicable regulations prior to actual start of 
construction.  Building Permit application fees are required to offset the costs of 
administration and site inspections and shall be in accordance with the fee schedule 
adopted by the Board.   
 

B. All construction that either places new buildings or structures on the land, or adds to the 
floor area of existing buildings either vertically or horizontally; or that alters the physical 
appearance of the site by placement of structures or physical improvements such as 
porches or decks shall require the submittal of an application and approval of a Building 
Permit.   
 

C. New signs, relocation of a sign or the enlargement of a sign requires the submittal of an 
application and approval of a Sign Permit. 

 
D. The following construction shall not require a Building Permit: 

1. One-story detached residential accessory structures that are used as tool and storage 
sheds, playhouses and similar uses and porches and decks provided the floor area does 
not exceed 120 square feet and the structure is located to conform to setbacks 
requirements. 

2. Fences less than eight (8) feet tall and agricultural fencing, including livestock windbreak 
fences taller than eight (8) feet.  All fences in Commercial and Industrial zones shall 
require a building permit. 

3. Repair, enhancement, or replacement of dams, ditches, canals, water wells. 
4. Propane and fuel tanks used for non-commercial (no further sales) for residential or 

agricultural use. 
5. Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the capacity does not exceed 5,000 

gallons.  All agriculture related water tanks do not require a building permit. 
6. Door, window and siding replacement. 
7. Internal renovations that do not change the use of a building or add to the floor area. 
8. Roof repair and replacement that does not add to the roof area. 
9. Pavement, sidewalks and driveways.  Driveways with access onto public right-of-ways 

may require County or State permit(s). 
10. Swings and similar playground structures or equipment.  
11. Livestock Scales and the associated scale house structure, up to 200 square feet.   
12. Snow fences that are located along public right-of-ways and approved by Wyoming 

Department of Transportation (WDOT), the Local Conservation District, or the Carbon 
County Road & Bridge Department. 
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E.  Building Permit Procedure shall be in accordance with the following provisions. 
 
All applications for Building Permits shall include the following: 
1. Proof of ownership.  The application shall be signed by the record owner or the applicant 

may submit the owner’s authorization in the form of an affidavit signed by the record 
owner, power of attorney or similar legal authorization. 
 

2. A legal description of the property. 
 

3. Site Plan Requirements: 
a. Show the dimensions of the lot or parcel to be built upon.  
b. The dimensions and location of easements, utility service, wells and sewage 

disposal\septic systems. 
c. The dimensions and location of any existing buildings or structures on the lot. 
d. The dimensions and location of proposed building, building addition or structure, and  
e. Any other such other information as may be necessary. 
 

4. Submit proof of valid, legal and useable access to the property from a public highway, 
road or street.  The width of said access must be in accordance with any applicable 
County standards or State Statutes for access. When crossing public lands, the access 
shall be approved and constructed in accordance with the appropriate public land 
management agency authorization. 
 

5. Drainage. 
No building shall be erected, structurally altered, or relocated on any land, which is in a 
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) without receiving a building permit and a Floodplain 
Development Permit.  See Appendix B-Flood Damage Prevention Resolution. 
 

6. Sanitation. 
Building permits issued for the erection, alteration, or relocation of a building for human 
use or occupancy shall require the structure to be served by a sewage disposal method, 
which meets the standards and the requirements of the State of Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality/Water Quality Division Rules and Regulations. 
 

7. Water Supply. 
Building permits issued for the erection, alteration, or relocation of a building for human 
occupancy shall require the structure to be served by a water supply method which 
meets the standards and requirements of the State of Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality/Water Quality Division Rules and Regulations, or a private well 
permitted by the Wyoming State Engineer.  Single family seasonal and recreational 
dwellings (cabins) that are not used for rental units or commercial use, may utilize a 
cistern, tank or hauled water for domestic use.     
 

8. The Zoning Officer shall act promptly upon any permit application filed and shall grant 
permits where the proposed construction or use complies with the requirements of this 
Resolution.  If the Zoning Officer denies an application, the reasons for such denial shall 
be specified in writing and the applicant notified of his right of appeal to the Commission.     
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F. Validity and Transferability. 
1. A building permit shall be valid for a period of one (1) year from the date of issuance and 

all construction authorized by the permit must be completed within the one year period.  
The Zoning Officer may extend the time that a building permit is valid for a period not to 
exceed an additional one (1) year period upon application by the person to whom the 
building permit was issued and for good cause.  
 

2. A building permit may not be transferred.  
 
Section 7.5 CONDITIONS OF OCCUPANCY 
Occupancy shall be conditional to all requirements of this Resolution and the building permit.  
Failure to comply, represents a violation of this Resolution and shall be subject to the penalties, 
fines and damages as described herein. 
 
If the Zoning Officer finds that any work is not in accordance with the information supplied on 
the permit application or is in violation of this Resolution or any other applicable regulations, or 
should the Zoning Officer find that there has been any misrepresentation in connection with the 
application for the permit, the Zoning Officer shall notify the holder of the permit of such findings 
and that the violation must be corrected.  The holder of the permit shall have fourteen (14) 
calendar days to correct the violation and shall notify the Zoning Officer to request an 
inspection.  If the violation is not corrected, the Zoning Officer shall revoke the permit and shall 
serve written notice of the right of appeal.  No permit holder, their representatives, agents or 
employees shall proceed with any work authorized by the building permit after such notice is 
received unless and until the violation is corrected. 
 
Section 7.6 ZONING RESOLUTION AMENDMENTS AND ZONE DISTRICT\MAP AMENDMENTS  
A. General Procedure. 

Zoning Resolution Amendments and zone changes\map amendments shall be done in 
accordance with Wyoming law and shall follow the Public Notice and Hearing Requirements 
contained within this Zoning Resolution. 
 
1. The Commission may prepare and amend a comprehensive plan including zoning for 

promoting the public health, safety, morals and general welfare of the unincorporated 
areas of the Carbon County, and certify the plan to the Board.   
 

2. Subject to the procedures specified in this section, zoning resolution amendments and 
zone changes may be initiated in any of the following ways: 
a. By the Commission upon its own motion. 

 
b. By the Board upon its own motion. 

 
c. By petition of: 

1. record owner(s); or 
2. a majority of the owner(s) of record; or  
3. the contract purchaser(s) of the property with the consent of the record owner(s), 

owning a majority of the property to be rezoned. 
 

3. The Commission shall prepare recommendations to effectuate the planning and zoning 
purposes and certify its recommendations to the Board.  After the public hearing has 
been held, the Board shall vote upon the adoption of the Commission’s 
recommendation.  No Commission’s recommendation shall be adopted unless a majority 
of the Board votes in favor thereof. 
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B. Effect of Denial of Application for a Zone Change. 

If an application for a zone change is denied, an application for the same zone change 
affecting the same property or use shall not be eligible for reconsideration for one (1) year 
after such denial. 

 
C. Specific Procedure for Zone Changes. 

A zone change\map amendment is a Resolution adopted by the Board which changes the 
zone district classification of a particular parcel of land on the official Carbon County Zoning 
Map.  When acting on zone changes, the Commission and Board shall require that the 
applicant provide evidence that the proposed zone change: 
1. Is generally consistent with the Carbon County Comprehensive Land Use Plan, as 

amended; and, 
 

2. Ingress and egress should be provided to each parcel by a binding and recordable 
easements of not less than forty (40) feet in width to a public road unless specifically 
waived by the Board or when crossing public lands, the access shall be approved in 
accordance with the appropriate public land management agency authorization; and, 
 

3. Will meet at least one of the following criteria: 
a. Is necessary to come into compliance with the Zoning Resolution; 

 
b. The existing zoning of the land was the result of a clerical error; 

 
c. The existing zoning of the land was based on a mistake of fact; 

 
d. The existing zoning of the land failed to take into account the constraints on the 

affected property due to natural characteristics of the land, including but not limited 
to, steep slopes, floodplain, unstable soils, and inadequate drainage; 
 

e. The affected property or its surrounding environs has changed or is changing to such 
a degree that it is in the public interest to encourage a redevelopment of the area or 
to recognize the changed character of the area; or 
 

f. The proposed rezoning is necessary in order to provide land for a community need 
that was not anticipated at the time of adoption of the Zoning Resolution. 

 
Specifically, in regards to the Subdivision Regulations of Carbon County of 1980, as amended, 
creation of an improper subdivision is cause to deny a zone change.  
 
D. Zone Change Application – Required Contents. 

An application for a zone change must be submitted on an application form provided by the 
Department and include the following: 
1. A site plan and vicinity map. 

 
2. Statement of purpose and need. 

 
3. Applicant response to all review criteria. 

 
4. The names and mailing addresses of all adjacent property owners. 
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5. As well as any other information determined to be necessary to make a comprehensive 
evaluation by the staff, Commission and Board. 
 

6. No application will be scheduled until it is accepted as complete by the Zoning Officer.     
 

7. Application fee based on a fee schedule approved by the Board.  
 

E. Commission – Review and Recommendation. 
The Commission shall conduct a public hearing on the application and may consider the 
application, the relevant support materials, the staff report, written communications received 
and the public testimony given at the hearing.   

 
After the close of its hearing, the Commission shall recommend to the Board: 

1. Approval of the application as submitted;  
 

2. Approval of the application subject to such modifications as it deems necessary; 
 

3. Denial of the application; 
 

4. Table the application to a specific date not to exceed sixty (60) days.   
 

5. With the express consent of the applicant, the Commission may table the application 
indefinitely or it may dismiss the application. 

 
F. Board – Review. 

The Board, before adopting the recommendations of the Commission, shall hold a public 
hearing.   The Board shall conduct a public hearing as provided by law on the application 
and may consider the application, the relevant support materials, the staff report, written 
communications received and the public testimony given at the hearing.   
 
After closing the public hearing on the application, the Board shall: 

1. Approve the rezoning of the application as recommended by the Commission; 
 

2. Approve the application as submitted, if different than as approved by the Commission; 
 

3. Deny the application;  
 

4. Remand the application back to the Commission for reconsideration; or 
 

5. Table the application to a specific date not to exceed sixty (60) days.   
 

6. With the express consent of the applicant, the Board may table the application 
indefinitely or dismiss the application. 

 
G. Either the Commission or the Board may require the applicant to furnish additional 

information so that the Commission or Board or both can make a more informed decision.  
The information requested may include, but not be limited to, geotechnical reports, 
percolation tests, water analyses, and traffic studies.  Such information is to be provided at 
the sole expense of the applicant.  
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Section 7.7 CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS (CUP) 
Conditional Uses are those uses that are not necessarily compatible with the other permitted 
uses allowed in a zone district but which may be compatible with existing and permitted uses 
allowed in the zone district based upon individual review of their location, design, configuration, 
density and intensity of use.  The review of Conditional Use applications allows for the 
imposition of appropriate conditions to ensure compatibility of the proposed use with 
surrounding land uses. 
 
Conditional Uses shall be permitted in Districts where designated, only after review by the 
Commission and approval by the Board.   
 
A. Pre-Application Meeting. 

Prior to submittal of any application for a Conditional Use Permit, all applicants will schedule 
a pre-application meeting with the Zoning Officer or his/her designee. The purpose of the 
pre-application meeting is to: 1) help facilitate a complete application; 2) result in timely 
processing, as well as affording an opportunity to determine if a conditional use permit is 
appropriate; and to discuss any other issues relevant to an application.  

 
B. Conditional Use Permit Application Procedure.   

1. An application for a Conditional Use Permit must be submitted on an application form 
provided by the Planning & Development office, signed by the record owner and 
applicant, if different from the owner. 
 

2. The application packet must include: 
a. A site plan and vicinity map. 
b. Survey or engineering drawings prepared by a Wyoming licensed engineer or 

surveyor, if applicable. 
c. Statement of purpose and need. 
d. Project description and projected timeline. 
e. Applicant’s response to all review criteria. 
f. The names and mailing addresses of all adjacent property owners. 
g. As well as any other information determined to be necessary to make a 

comprehensive evaluation by the staff, Commission and Board. 
h. No application will be scheduled for a public hearing until it is accepted as complete 

by the Zoning Officer or the Commission.  
i. Application fee based on a fee schedule approved by the Board.  

 
3. The Commission shall hold a public hearing and certify its recommendations to the 

Board.  
 

4. Public Notice and Hearing Requirements.  
 

5. The Commission shall consider the Conditional Use Application during their regular 
meeting. A recommendation must be made by the Commission to the Board within 
ninety (90) days from date of receipt of the completed application, unless otherwise 
agreed by the applicant. 
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C. Consideration by Commission and Board – Review Criteria. 
The Commission shall make the following determinations prior to certifying their 
recommendation to the Board.  The basic criterion to be used in reviewing applications for a 
Conditional Use Permit shall be whether granting the permit for development either by itself 
or in combination with other developments will subvert the stated purposes of the 
established District. Conditional Uses are subject to the following requirements to ensure the 
best interests of the health, safety and welfare of Carbon County citizens. 

 
1. The Conditional Use shall be generally consistent with the Goals, Strategies and Actions 

of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan, including the Future Land Use Map.  
  

2. The proposed conditional use should serve a public need. 
 
3. The proposed conditional use should be appropriate for the proposed location and will 

not be detrimental to the surrounding area or to established uses. 
 
4. The proposed conditional use should be adequately served by facilities and services 

including legal and physical access and circulation, water and wastewater facilities, solid 
waste, law enforcement, fire protection and emergency medical services. 

 
5. That any resulting commercial and truck traffic shall not use a residential street nor 

create a hazard to a developed residential area.   
 
6. That the record owner has taken adequate steps to minimize and control potential 

environmental problems that might result from the proposed conditional use. 
 
D. The Commission may recommend to the Board:  

1. Approval of the application as submitted;  
 

2. Approval of the application subject to such conditions or modifications as it deems 
necessary; or 
 

3. Denial of the application. 
 

4. With the express consent of the applicant, the Commission may table the application to 
a specific date to request more information. 
 

5. With the express consent of the applicant, the Commission may table the application 
indefinitely or dismiss the application. 

 
E. The recommendation of the Commission shall be considered by the Board at a regular 

meeting of the Board after the Commission’s recommended action and after the required 
advertisement of the public hearing. The Board shall consider public input and comments 
and the Review Criteria listed above and make findings prior to taking action on the 
Conditional Use Permit application. 
 

F. After closing the public hearing on the application, the Board shall:   
1. Approve the application as recommended by the Commission;  

 
2. Approve the application subject to such conditions or modifications as it deems 

necessary; or 
 

3. Deny the application.  
 

4. Table the application to a specific date not to exceed sixty (60) days.  
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5. With the express consent of the applicant,  

a. the Board may refer the application back to the Commission for reconsideration;  
 
b.  table the application indefinitely;  
 
c.  dismiss the application. 

 
G. Recordkeeping of Documents. 

Records of all applications made and decisions rendered, together with all maps, drawings, 
descriptions of conditions applied shall be kept and maintained as described in this Chapter.  
A copy of the decision rendered and conditions applied shall be transmitted to the applicant 
and the record owner, if different than the applicant. 
 

H. Expiration of Conditional Use Permits. 
Any use for which a conditional use permit is granted must be commenced within two (2) 
years from the date of approval.  If the Project is not commenced within two (2) years from 
the date of approval then the conditional use permit shall expire and become null and void 
and be of no further effect, except as extended in compliance within this section. 
 
If any such use cannot be commenced until construction of structures, buildings and other 
physical assets associated with the use are completed, then construction of such structures, 
buildings and other physical assets must be commenced, absent any valid extension, not 
later than two (2) years from the date of approval of the conditional use permit and 
completed within a reasonable amount of time in accordance with the timeframe normally 
required for such construction.  If such construction is not commenced and completed as 
required, then the conditional use permit shall become null and void and be of no further 
effect and any uses approved in accordance with the permit shall not be permitted without 
further action on the part of Carbon County.  

 
I. Extension of Conditional Use Permits. 

If the project has not been commenced as required, the Applicant(s) may request from the 
Board an extension of the permit for a period of up to twenty-four (24) months upon a 
showing of good cause.  The Applicant(s) shall apply to the County, through the 
Department, in writing for the extension no later than ninety (90) days prior to the expiration 
of the permit or any previously granted extension.  At the time of the application for the 
extension the Applicant(s) shall provide such information as is necessary for the County to 
determine whether good cause exists for the extension. Good cause may include, but is not 
limited to, good faith efforts to obtain required authorization from other agencies with 
jurisdiction, delay in construction due to weather conditions, pending litigation, or other 
causes which have delayed the project and which are beyond the reasonable control of the 
Applicant(s).  The Applicant(s) may request not more than two (2) separate extensions from 
the Board, with such total extension period not to exceed forty-eight (48) months.  The 
Board shall promptly consider the application for the extension and either allow it or deny it.   
 

1. Requests for subsequent extensions of the permit shall first be presented to the 
Commission no later than ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the permit or any 
previously granted extension.  The Commission shall recommend to the Board either 
approval or denial of the extension of the permit.  The recommendation of the 
Commission shall be considered by the Board at their next regular meeting.   
 

2. No permit shall expire during the time the decision on the extension is being 
considered. 
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J. Transfer of Conditional Use Permits. 

No conditional use permit shall be transferred without the prior approval of the Board in 
accordance with the following. 

 
1. The Board may authorize transfers of permits to a different person if: 

a. The permit transfer request is initiated by a written request from the current permit 
holder and accompanied by a written acceptance of the permit, its terms and 
conditions by the prospective transferee.  

 
b. The permit transfer request is heard by the Board at a public meeting after notice is 

published. 
 
c. The permit transfer administrative fee has been paid.  

 
d. Board approval shall not be unreasonably withheld upon good cause shown. 

 
K. Amendments to Conditional Use Permits. 

A Conditional Use Permit may be amended pursuant to the procedures and standards as 
required for a new Conditional Use Permit application. 
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Section 7.8 VARIANCE AND APPEALS  
A. Purposes and Limitations. 

In order to prevent or lessen practical difficulties of unnecessary hardships resulting from the 
strict or literal interpretation of certain provisions of this Resolution, the Commission is 
hereby authorized to grant variances. The authority to grant variances is intended to resolve 
non self-inflicted practical difficulties or physical hardships resulting from the size, shape or 
dimensions of a site, or from topographic or physical conditions on a site or in the immediate 
vicinity of a site. No variance shall be granted under this section to permit a structure or use 
that is not a principally permitted use (use by right) or a conditional use in the subject zone 
district.    
 

B. Filing Requirements. 
An application for variance shall be filed with the Zoning Officer and shall be accompanied 
by the required filing fee. The application shall be signed by the record owner and applicant 
(if not the owner) and shall include the following information:   
1. The name and address of the owner or applicant. 
 
2. A legal description and physical address or other information necessary to identify the 

site. 
 
3. A scaled site plan showing all existing and proposed structures or improvements on the 

site, and showing all natural conditions relevant to the application.  A site survey, 
prepared by a currently licensed surveyor licensed in the State of Wyoming, may be 
required. 

 
4. A statement of the precise nature of the variance request, the development standard or 

standards to be varied, and a description of the non self-inflicted practical difficulty or 
unnecessary physical hardship that would result from the strict or literal enforcement of 
the development standard or standards. 

 
5. A list of adjacent\abutting land owners and their mailing addresses from the records on 

file at the Carbon County Assessor’s Office.  
 
6. Any additional information requested by the Zoning Officer. 

 
C. Application Review. 

The Zoning Officer shall review the application and site plan to determine if the application is 
complete. If the application is not complete, the Zoning Officer shall notify the applicant of 
the deficiencies. When a completed application has been accepted, the Zoning Officer shall 
schedule the application for review by the Commission. 
 

D. Variance Standards. 
The following standards shall apply to all variance applications: 
 1. The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare, 

or materially injurious to other properties in the vicinity; 
 
 2. The granting of the variance will not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent 

with the limitations on use of other properties in the district; 
 
 3. The hardship which is the basis for the variance application was non self-inflicted by the 

applicant; and 
 



CHAPTER 7:  ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT    

 
Carbon County Zoning Resolution of 2015 Page 7-13 
Amended: 07/07/2020 

 4. The granting of the variance is justified for one or more of the following reasons: 
a. Strict interpretation or enforcement of the development standards would result in 

practical difficulty or unnecessary physical hardship; or 
 

b. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applicable to the site of the 
variance that do not apply generally to other properties in the same district; or 
 

c. Strict interpretation or enforcement of the development standard would deprive the 
applicant of privileges enjoyed by other property owners in the same district. 

 
E. Commission Action. 

The Commission shall review the application at a regular meeting. Within 45 days after its 
review, the Commission shall render a written decision to:  

1. Grant the variance,  
 

2. Grant the variance subject to conditions or modifications, or  
 

3. Deny the variance. In making its decision, the Commission shall consider the 
standards set forth in this section. 

 
F.   Revocation. 

A variance granted on condition may be revoked by the Commission for failure to comply 
with the condition(s). 
 

G. Expiration. 
A variance shall expire and become null and void one (1) year from the date on which the 
variance was granted unless construction or development is commenced prior to the 
expiration date and diligently pursued to completion. Upon written request, the Commission 
may extend its authorization for an additional one (1) year period for good cause shown. 
 

H. Appeals. 
The decision of the Commission may be appealed to the Board by any person aggrieved or 
affected by the decision of the Commission or their authorized representative.  Such appeal 
shall be taken within ten (10) days from the date of the action appealed from by filing a 
Notice of Appeal with the Board and the Commission specifying the grounds thereof.  The 
Zoning Officer shall provide a form for such appeal. 
 

I. Stays. 
An appeal from a decision by the Commission or its authorized representative shall stay all 
proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from unless the Commission or its 
authorized representative shall certify to the Board after Notice of Appeal has been filed with 
both of them that by reason of facts stated in the certificate a stay would cause imminent 
peril to life or property.  In such case, the proceedings may be granted by the Board or by a 
court of record on application or notice to the Commission or its authorized representative 
and on due cause show. 
 

J. Hearing of Appeals. 
The Board shall fix a reasonable time for the hearing of the appeal, give public notice 
thereof, as well as due notice to the parties in interest, and decide the same within thirty (30) 
days after said hearing.  Upon the hearing, any party may appear in person or by agent or 
by attorney.  The decision of the Board may be subject to further review and appeal in 
accordance with Wyoming law. 
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Section 7.9 VIOLATIONS AND LIABILITY 
A. Violations and Penalty. 

No person shall locate, erect, construct, reconstruct, enlarge, change, maintain or use any 
building or use of land in violation of this Resolution or amendment thereto.  The record 
owner who violates this Resolution may be punishable by a fine of not more than two 
hundred dollars ($200.00) for each offense.  Each calendar day during which the violation 
shall continue shall be deemed to be a separate offense. 

 
B. Legal Action. 

In case any building or structure is, or is proposed to be erected, constructed, reconstructed, 
altered, maintained or used, or any land is proposed to be used, in violation of any provision 
of this Resolution, or any amendment thereof, the Board, the County Attorney in and for the 
County of Carbon, or any owner of real estate within the zoned areas, in addition to other 
remedies provided by law, may institute injunction, mandamus, abatement or any other 
appropriate action to prevent, enjoin, abate or remove such unlawful erection, construction, 
reconstruction, alteration, maintenance or use.  Appeals from judgments rendered in any 
action instituted to enforce this Resolution shall be permitted and shall be in accordance 
with the general appeals provisions of Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure. 

 
C. Liability for Damages. 

This Resolution shall not be construed to hold Carbon County responsible for any damage 
to persons or property by reason of the inspection or re-inspection authorized herein or 
failure to inspect or re-inspect or by reason of issuing a Building Permit or in the 
administration and enforcement of this Resolution. 

 
Section 7.10 RECORDS AND REPORTS 
A. The Board shall designate the County Clerk, another county employee or a member of the 

Commission to serve as secretary to the Commission.  The secretary shall keep the record 
of Commission’s actions in accordance with statute.  The secretary or the Zoning Officer or 
his/her designee shall attend all meetings of the Commission. 
 

B. The Zoning Officer shall prepare and present a written monthly activity report documenting 
all action and issues of permits and certificates to the Commission.   
 

C. The Zoning Officer shall prepare written annual report of the calendar year activities to the 
Commission at its regular February meeting for the preceding calendar year.  The 
Commission shall review and post on the County’s website notice of said annual report, 
including descriptions of other Commission activities, by the end of the month of April 
following the report year. 
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CHAPTER 8 

 
SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES 

 
 
Section 8.1 PURPOSE 
It is the purpose of this section to regulate the location of sexually oriented businesses to 
promote the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of Carbon County, and to 
establish reasonable and uniform regulations to prevent or limit the adverse secondary effects 
and deleterious location and concentration of sexually oriented businesses within Carbon 
County.   
 
 
Section 8.2 INTENT   
The provisions of this resolution have neither the purpose nor effect of imposing a limitation or 
restriction on the content of any communication material, including sexually oriented materials.  
Similarly, it is not the intent or effect of this resolution to restrict or deny access by adults to 
sexually oriented materials protected by the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, 
or Article 1 and Article 20 of the Wyoming Constitution, or to deny access by the distributors and 
exhibitors of sexually oriented entertainment to their intended market.  It is not the intent or 
effect of this resolution to condone or legitimize the distribution of obscene material as defined 
by Wyoming Statute §6-4-301(iii). 
 
 
Section 8.3 FINDINGS   
Based on findings incorporated in the cases of City of Renton v. Playtime Theaters, Inc., 475 
U.S. 41 (1986), Young v. American Mini Theaters, 426 U.S. 50 (1976), and Barnes v. Glen 
Theater, Inc., 501 U.S. 560 (1991), and on studies and summaries of studies conducted in other 
communities, including but not limited to, Phoenix, Arizona; Brighton, Colorado; St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Houston, Texas; Indianapolis, Indiana; Amarillo, Texas; Austin, Texas; Los Angeles, 
California; Garden Grove, California; Beaumont, Texas; New York, New York; Bradenton, 
Florida; Newport News, Virginia; Dallas, Texas; City of South Salt Lake, Utah; and St. Mary’s, 
Georgia; and Compilation Studies completed by the Attorney General’s Working Group on the 
Regulations of Sexually Oriented Businesses (June 6, 1989, State of Minnesota) and the 
American Center for Law and Justice, the Carbon County Board of County Commissioners 
(Board) find that, 

 
A. Carbon County has community standards regarding sexually oriented businesses, 

particularly when nudity occurs as a form of sexually oriented business; 
 
B. the regulation of adult entertainment establishments and sexually oriented businesses is 

necessary to minimize the secondary effects of sexually oriented businesses, including 
but not limited to, increased crime, decreased property valuations, the spread of 
infectious diseases and deterioration of neighborhoods; and 
 

C. the regulation of sexually oriented businesses will preserve, promote and protect the 
public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of Carbon County.   
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Section 8.4 DEFINITIONS 
Terms involving sexually oriented businesses which are not defined in Chapter 3, Definitions, 
shall have the meanings set forth in this Section.   
 
ADULT ARCADE 
Any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein coin-operated, slug-operated or for 
any form of consideration, electronically, electrically or mechanically controlled still or motion 
picture machines, projectors, video or laser disc players or other image-producing devices are 
maintained to show images to five or fewer persons per machine at one time, and where the 
images so displayed are distinguished or characterized by the depiction or description of 
“specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.”   
 
ADULT BOOKSTORE OR ADULT VIDEO STORE  
A commercial establishment which devotes a significant or substantial portion (10 percent or 
more of gross floor area) of its stock in trade or interior floor space to or devotes a significant or 
substantial portion of its advertising expenditures (10 percent or more of gross advertising 
expenditures) to the promotion of the sale, rental or viewing, for any form of consideration any 
one or more of the following: 

A. Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, or photographs, films, motion 
pictures, video cassettes or video reproductions, slides or other visual representations 
which are characterized by the depiction or description of “specified sexual activities” or 
“specified anatomical areas”; or  
 

B. Devices, instruments or paraphernalia which are designed for use in connection with 
“specified sexual activities.”   
 

A commercial establishment may have other principal business purposes that do not involve the 
offering for sale or rental of material depicting or describing “specified sexual activities” or 
“specified anatomical areas” and still be categorized as adult bookstore, adult novelty store or 
adult video store.  Such other business purposes will not serve to exempt such commercial 
establishments from being categorized as an adult bookstore, adult novelty store or adult video 
store so long as the provisions of this definition are otherwise met. 
 
ADULT CABARET 
A nightclub, bar, restaurant or similar commercial establishment which regularly features:  

A. Persons who appear in a state of nudity or semi-nudity; or  
 

B. Live performances which are characterized by the exposure of “specified anatomical 
areas” or by “specified sexual activities”; or 
 

C. Films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or other photographic reproductions which 
are characterized by the depiction or description of “specified sexual activities” or 
“specified anatomical areas.” 

 
ADULT MOTEL 
A hotel, motel or similar commercial establishment which: 

A. Offers accommodations to the public for any form of consideration, provides patrons with 
closed-circuit television transmissions, films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or 
other photographic reproductions which are characterized by the depiction or description 
of “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas”; and 
 

B. Offers a sleeping room for rent for a period of time less than four hours; or 
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C. Allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to sub-rent the room for a period of time 

less than four hours.   
 
ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER 
A commercial establishment where, for any form of consideration, films, motion pictures, video 
cassettes, slides or similar photographic reproductions that are distinguished or characterized 
by an emphasis on “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” are shown. 
 
ADULT NOVELTY STORE 
Any retail store which devotes a significant or substantial portion (10 percent or more of gross 
floor area) of its stock in trade or interior floor space to or devotes a significant or substantial 
portion of its advertising expenditures (10 percent or more of gross advertising expenditures) to 
the promotion of the sale of paraphernalia, devices or equipment distinguished or characterized 
by an emphasis on depicting or describing specific sexual conduct or used in connection with 
specified sexual conduct.   
 
ADULT THEATER 
A theater, concert hall, auditorium or similar commercial establishment which, for any form of 
consideration, features persons who appear in a state of nudity or semi-nudity, or live 
performances which are characterized by the exposure of “specified anatomical areas” or by 
“specified sexual activities.”   
 
CONSIDERATION 
Any compensation, commission fee, salary, tip, gratuity, hire, profit, reward or any other form of 
compensation. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT 
Any act or performance, such as a play, skit, reading, revue, pantomime, scene, song, dance, 
musical rendition or striptease, whether performed by employees, agents, contractors or 
customers.  The term Entertainment shall also mean bartenders, waiters, waitresses or other 
employees exposing specified anatomical areas or engaging in “specified sexual activities” in 
the presence of customers.   
 
ESCORT 
A person who, for consideration, agrees or offers to act as a companion, guide or date for 
another person, or who agrees or offers to privately model lingerie or to privately perform a 
striptease for another person.   
 
ESCORT AGENCY 
A person or business association who furnishes, offers to furnish or advertises to furnish escorts 
as one of its primary business purposes for a fee, tip or other consideration.  
 
ESTABLISHMENT 
Includes any of the following: 

A. The opening or commencement of any sexually oriented business as a new business; 
 

B. The conversion of an existing business, whether or not a sexually oriented business, to 
any sexually oriented business; 
 

C. The additions of any sexually oriented business to any existing sexually oriented 
business; or 
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D. The relocation of any sexually oriented business. 

 
GROSS FLOOR AREA 
Any area within the structure that is used for the direct sale of merchandise to the public and 
storage areas for those items.   
 
SEXUALLY ORIENTED MASSAGE PARLOR 
Any place where, for any form of consideration or gratuity, massage, alcohol rub, administration 
of fomentations, or any other treatment manipulation of the human body which occurs as part of 
or in connection with “specified sexual activities,” or where any person providing such treatment, 
manipulation or service related thereto, exposes their “specified anatomical areas.”   
 
MASSAGE 
Any manipulation of body muscle or tissue by rubbing, stroking, kneading or tapping by hand or 
mechanical device. 
 
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC 
Any customer, patron, club member or person, other than an employee as defined in this 
section, who is invited or admitted to a sexually oriented business.   
 
NONPOROUS MATERIAL 
Excludes wood, plywood, composition board or other porous material.   
 
NUDE MODEL STUDIO 
Any place where a person who appears semi-nude, in a state of nudity or who displays 
“specified anatomical areas” and is provided to be observed, sketched, drawn, painted, 
sculptured, photographed or similarly depicted by other persons who pay money or any form of 
consideration.  Nude model studio shall not include a proprietary school licensed by the State of 
Wyoming or a college, junior college or university supported entirely or partially by public 
taxation; a private college or university which maintains and operates educational programs in 
which credits are transferable to a college, junior college or university supported entirely or 
partially by public taxation; or in a structure: 

A. That has no sign visible from the exterior of the structure and no other advertising that 
indicates a nude or semi-nude person is available for viewing; and, 
 

B. Where in order to participate in a class a student must enroll at least three days in 
advance of the class; and 
 

C. Where no more than one nude or semi-nude model is on the premises at any one time.  
 
NUDITY OR STATE OF NUDITY  
The showing of the complete human bare buttock, anus, male genitals, female genitals, pubic 
area, vulva, anal cleft, female breast (nipple); or a state of dress failing to opaquely cover a 
human buttock, anus, male genitals, female genitals or areola of the female breast.   
 
OWNER 
When applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common 
or joint tenant by entirety of the whole or part of such building or land.    
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OUTCALL SERVICES 
Escorts and businesses which provide, as any portion of their business, nude or semi-nude 
services outside of the premises in any place of private resort or private quarters by models, 
dancers or other similar employees.   
 
PATRON 
Any person who contracts with or employs any outcall services or the customer of any business 
with a conditionally permitted use pursuant to this resolution. 
 
PREMISES 
The real property upon which the sexually oriented business is located, and all appurtenances 
thereto and buildings thereon, including but not limited to, the sexually oriented business, the 
grounds, private walkways and parking lots and/or parking garages adjacent thereto, under the 
ownership, control or supervision of the permittee as described in the application for a 
conditionally permitted use pursuant to Chapter 5 of the Carbon County Zoning Resolution.   
 
PUBLIC NUDITY 
The display of “specified anatomical areas” and/or “specified sexual activities” as defined herein.  
Specified sexual activities means:  

A. Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal;  
 

B. Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse, sodomy; or 
 

C. Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic regions, complete buttocks or 
female breasts.   

 
PUBLIC PARK 
A park, public recreation area, playground, swimming pool, golf course or athletic field which is 
under the control, operation or management of the state, a state agency, the county or a 
municipality.   
 
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION 
A building which is used primarily for religious worship and related religious activities. 
 
RESIDENTIAL  
Pertains to the use of land, whether situated within the city or not, for premises such as homes, 
town homes, mobile homes, duplexes, condominiums and apartment complexes, which contain 
habitable rooms for no transient occupancy and which are designed primarily for living, 
sleeping, cooking and eating therein.  A premise which is designed primarily for living, sleeping, 
cooking and eating therein shall be deemed to be residential in character unless it is actually 
occupied and used exclusively for other purposes.   
 
RENT OR SUB-RENT 
Act of permitting a room to be occupied for any form of consideration.   
 
SCHOOL 
A public or private educational facility, including but not limited to, nursery schools, preschools, 
kindergartens, elementary schools, private schools, intermediate schools, junior high schools, 
middle schools, high schools, vocational schools, secondary schools, continuation schools, 
special education schools, junior colleges and universities.   
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SEMI-NUDE, SEMI-NUDITY, OR IN A SEMI-NUDE CONDITION 
A state of dress in which clothing covers no more than the genitals, pubic region and areola of 
the female breast, as well as portions of the body covered by supporting straps or devices. 
 
SEMI-NUDE DANCING BARS 
Any business which offers its customers live entertainment involving semi-nudity or live 
entertainment which is distinguished by or characterized by an emphasis on the displaying of 
any portion of human buttocks, or the female breast with less than a fully opaque covering. 
 
SEXUAL CONDUCT 
Acts of: 

A. Sexual intercourse within its ordinary meaning, occurring upon any penetration, however 
slight; or 
 

B. Any penetration of the vagina or anus, however slight, by an object; or 
 

C. Any contact between persons involving the sex organs of one person and the mouth or 
anus of another; or 
 

D. Masturbation, manual or instrumental, of oneself or of one person by another; or 
 

E. Touching of the sex organs or anus, whether clothed or unclothed, of oneself or by one 
person to another.   

 
SEXUAL ENCOUNTER CENTER  
A business or commercial enterprise that, as one of its principal business purposes, offers for 
any form of consideration: 

A. Physical contact in the form of wrestling or tumbling between persons of the opposite 
sex; or 
 

B. Activities between male and female persons and/or persons of the same sex when one 
or more of the persons is in a state of nudity or semi-nudity. 

 
SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS 
Any business activity, club or other establishment or place open to some or all members of the 
public within which the exhibition, showing, rental or sale of materials distinguished or 
characterized by an emphasis on material depicting, describing or exhibiting “specified 
anatomical areas” or relating to “specified sexual activities” is permitted.  “Sexually oriented 
business” shall include, but is not limited to: an adult arcade, adult bookstore, adult 
cabaret/nightclub, adult novelty store, adult video store, adult model studio, adult motel, adult 
motion picture theater, adult peep show, adult theater, escort agency, massage parlor, nude 
model studio or sexual encounter center.  Each sexually oriented business is a separate 
business regardless of ownership and must meet separation requirements.   
 
SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESS EMPLOYEE 
A person who performs any service on the premises of a sexually oriented business on a full-
time, part-time or contract basis, regardless of whether the person is denominated an employee, 
independent contractor, agent or otherwise and regardless of whether said person is paid a 
salary, wage or other compensation by the operator of said business.  Employee excludes a 
person exclusively on the premises for repair or maintenance of the premises, or for the delivery 
of goods to the premises. 



CHAPTER 8:  SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES          

 
Carbon County Zoning Resolution of 2015 Page 8-7 
Amended:  07/07/2020 

SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS 
Includes any of the following:  

A. The human male genitals in a discernible turgid state, even if completely and opaquely 
covered; or 
 

B. Less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region or pubic hair, 
buttocks, anus or female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola.     

 
SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES 
Includes any of the following: 

A. The fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, anus or 
female breasts; 
 

B. Sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated, including intercourse, oral copulation, 
masturbation or sodomy; or 
 

C. Excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the activities set forth in (a) 
through (b) above.   

 
VIDEO-VIEWING BOOTH OR ARCADE BOOTH 
Any booth, cubicle, stall or compartment that is designed, constructed or used to hold or 
separate patrons and is used for presenting motion pictures or viewing publications, books, 
magazines or periodicals by photographic, electronic, digital or any other means or media for 
observation by patrons therein.   
 
 
Section 8.5 LOCATION OF SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES 
No sexually oriented business shall be operated or located in any zoning district other than the 
IL Zone “Light Industrial”, C-2 Zone “Highway Commercial” and IH Zone “Heavy Industrial” as 
defined in the Carbon County Zoning Resolution.  Sexually oriented businesses shall be subject 
to the following additional restrictions:  
A. Sexually oriented businesses shall be conditionally permitted uses subject to Carbon County 

Planning and Zoning Commission (Commission) review and Board approval pursuant to 
Chapter 5 of the Carbon County Zoning Resolution.   
 

B. No sexually oriented business shall be operated or located along a State designated Scenic 
Highway or Byway and/or Scenic Overlay Area as designated by the Carbon County Land 
Use Plan. 
 

C. No sexually oriented business shall be operated or located within one thousand (1,000) feet 
of: 
1. Another sexually oriented business; 
2. Any religious institution; 
3. Any school, public or private, or a state licensed daycare center; 
4. Any public park or recreation area, public playground or public swimming pool; 
5. Any cemetery; 
6. The boundary of any residential zone district; 
7. A boys’ club, girls’ club or similar existing youth organization; 
8. Any library; or 
9. A dwelling unit.     
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D. No more than one sexually oriented business shall be operated or maintained in the same 
building, structure or portion thereof. 
 

E. For the purposes of subsection (c.) of this section, measurement shall be made in a straight 
line, without regard to intervening structures or objects from the property line of the lot or 
parcel containing the premises where a sexually oriented business is conducted, to the 
nearest property line of the lot or parcel of the premises of a use listed in subsection (c.).  
Presence of a city, county or other political subdivision boundary shall be irrelevant for 
purposes of calculating and applying the distance requirements of this section.   

 
F. For purposes of subsection (d.) of this section, the distance between any  two sexually 

oriented businesses shall be measured in a straight line, without regard to the intervening 
structures or objects or political boundaries, from the property line of the lot or parcel in 
which each business is located.  Presence of a city, county or other political subdivision 
boundary shall be irrelevant for purposes of calculating and applying the distance 
requirements of this section.     
 

G. Sexually oriented businesses shall be located with direct access to a      public (federal, 
state or county) road.   

 
 
Section 8.6 SIGNS 
All signs shall comply with the provisions of the Carbon County Zoning Resolution.  
Notwithstanding anything contrary contained in the Carbon County Zoning Resolution, the more 
restrictive requirements shall prevail.   
 
A. Sign Surface Area.   
 The sign surface areas of a business wall sign for an adult entertainment business shall not 

exceed two (2) square feet aggregate area for each one (1) foot horizontal length of façade, 
but not to exceed an aggregate area of thirty six (36) square feet on any one façade, 
whichever is the lesser.   

 
B. Sign Appearance and Content. 

1. Each letter forming a word on a sign shall be of solid color, and each letter shall be the 
same print-type, size and color.  The background behind such lettering on the display 
surface of a primary sign shall be of a uniform and solid color.  
 

2. Sign and sign structures may be illuminated provided, however, such illumination shall 
not be by way of exposed neon, exterior lighting (e.g., spot or floodlights) or any flashing 
or animated lights (either interior to the sign, on the exterior of the sign or as a border to 
the sign).  No descriptive art or designs depicting any activity related to or inferring the 
nature of the business shall be allowed on any sign.  Said signs shall contain 
alphanumeric copy only; 
 

3. Signs and exterior decoration/design shall contain no photographs, silhouettes, 
drawings, titles, graphic or pictorial representations in any manner of “nudity or state of 
nudity,” “semi-nudity or state of semi-nudity,” “specified sexual activities” or “specified 
anatomical areas.” 
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C. Type of Signs. 
1. Only flat signs shall be permitted. 

 
2. Painted wall advertising shall not be allowed.  

 
D. Number of Signs.  

Not more than one (1) business wall sign shall be permitted for a sexually oriented business.  
In addition to the one (1) permitted business wall sign, a sexually oriented business shall be 
permitted not more than one (1) pole or ground sign structure.  All other sign structures shall 
be prohibited.   

 
E.  Signs Protecting Minors.  

To protect minors from exposure to obscene material, any business providing adult 
entertainment or material shall have in place at each entrance to such business a sign, no 
greater than one (1) square foot in size, stating, “Persons under 18 years of age shall not be 
admitted”.   

 
Other than the signs specifically allowed or required by this Section, no sexually oriented 
business shall attach, construct, or allow to be attached or constructed, any temporary sign, 
banner, light or other device designed to draw attention to a business location.  It shall be 
unlawful for the owner or operator of any sexually oriented business or any other person to 
erect, construct or maintain any sign other than as provided herein and in the Carbon County 
Zoning Resolution. 
 
 
Section 8.7 OPERATION STANDARDS 
A. Public View. 

1. All windows, doors and other apertures shall be architecturally screened or otherwise 
obscured to prevent the viewing of the interior of any material depicting, describing or 
relating to “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.” 
 

2. No sexually oriented business shall be conducted in any manner that permits the 
observation of any material depicting, describing or relating to “specified sexual 
activities” or “specified anatomical areas” by display, decorations, sign, show window or 
other opening from any public view. 
 

3. No advertisement displays or merchandise available for sale or rent that includes or 
depicts explicit “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” shall be 
visible from any public right-of-way. 
 

4. No exterior portion of a sexually oriented business shall have flashing lights, or any 
words, lettering, photographs, silhouettes, drawings or pictorial representations of any 
manner.   
 

B. Hours of Operations. 
No sexually oriented business, except for an adult motel, shall be open for business at any 
time between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. 
 

C. Restrooms. 
Restrooms in any sexually oriented business shall not contain video viewing or reproduction 
equipment. 
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D. Illumination. 
All sexually oriented businesses shall be equipped with overhead lighting fixtures of 
sufficient intensity to illuminate every place to which patrons are permitted access at an 
illumination of not less than five (5) foot candles as measured at the floor level.  This level of 
illumination shall be maintained at all times that any patron is present in the sexually 
oriented business. 
 

E.  Public Indecency. 
No employee or owner of any sexually oriented business shall knowingly, or with reasonable 
cause to know, permit or allow a patron to commit in the sexually oriented business an act of 
“public indecency” as set forth in Wyoming Statute § 6-4-201. 

 
F.  Adult Video Viewing Booths. 

All sexually oriented businesses which contain one or more adult video viewing booths shall 
comply with the following standards:  
1. The sexually oriented business shall be configured in such a manner that there is an 

unobstructed view from a manager’s or employee’s station of every area of the premises 
to which any patron is permitted access for any purpose, excluding restrooms.  The view 
required in this subsection must be by direct line of sight from the manager’s or 
employee’s station.  If the premises has two or more manager’s or employee’s stations 
designated, then the interior of the premises shall be configured in such a manner that 
there is an unobstructed view of each area of the premises to which any patron is 
permitted access for any purpose from at least one of the manager’s stations.  The view 
required in this subsection must be by direct line of sight from the manager’s or 
employee’s station. 

 
2. At least one employee shall be on duty at all times a patron is present inside the sexually 

oriented business. 
 

3. All video viewing booths shall remain unobstructed by any doors, curtains, partitions, 
walls, merchandise, display racks or other materials and at all times, no patron shall be 
permitted access to any area of the premises which has been designated as an area in 
which patrons will not be permitted. 
 

4. No video viewing booth may be occupied by more than one person at any time. 
 
5. No openings of any kind shall exist between video viewing booths. 

 
6. The floor coverings in any video viewing booth must be nonporous, easily cleanable 

surfaces, with no rugs or carpeting. 
 
7. All wall surfaces and seating surfaces in viewing rooms or any room or area providing 

patron privacy are constructed of, or permanently covered by, nonporous, easily 
cleanable material.   

 
8. Thorough cleaning of the entire interior of any room providing patron privacy shall be 

done using a disinfectant.  Cleaning shall include floors, walls, doors, seating, monitors, 
video cameras, windows and other surfaces.   
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G.  Loitering. 
It shall be the duty of the operator of a sexually oriented business to: 
1. Initiate and enforce a no loitering policy within the external boundaries of the real 

property upon which the sexually oriented business is located; 
 

2. Post conspicuous signs stating that no loitering is permitted on such property; 
 

3. Provide adequate lighting of the exterior of the premises to provide for visual inspection 
or video monitoring to prohibit loitering.   

 
H.  Public Nudity. 

Public nudity is prohibited in any sexually oriented business operated in Carbon County.   
 
I.  Contact with the Public. 

1. It shall be a misdemeanor for a person who knowingly or intentionally appears, 
entertains or performs in a semi-nude condition unless the person is an employee who, 
while semi-nude, shall be at least five feet from any patron or customer and on a stage 
elevated at least two feet from the floor.   
 

2. No member of the public shall be permitted at any time to enter into any of the nonpublic 
portions of a sexually oriented business, which shall include but are not limited to: the 
dressing rooms of the entertainers or other rooms provided for the benefit of employees 
and the kitchen and storage areas, except that persons delivering goods and materials, 
food and beverages, or performing maintenance or repairs to the premises or equipment 
on the premises may be permitted into nonpublic areas to the extent required to perform 
their job duties.   
 

3. It shall be a misdemeanor for a patron or customer to pay or give directly any gratuity to 
any employee, before, during or after an employee has performed or entertained.  A 
patron who wishes to pay or give a gratuity to a performer shall place the gratuity in a 
container that is at all times located separately from the performer.  It shall be a 
misdemeanor to operate a business knowing that the described violation occurs.   
 

4. It shall be a misdemeanor for an employee, while semi-nude, to have physical contact 
with a customer or patron while on the premises.  It shall be a misdemeanor for a 
customer to have physical contact with any employee while said employee is semi-nude 
in a sexually oriented business. 
 

 Subsection 1 of this section shall not apply to an employee of a sexually oriented business, 
who, while acting in the scope of their employment as a waiter, waitress, host, hostess or 
bartender comes within five feet of a patron.   

 
J. Performances not prohibited. 

This resolution shall not be construed to prohibit: 
1. Plays, operas, musicals or other dramatic works that are not obscene; 

 
2. Classes, seminars and lectures which are held for serious scientific or educational 

purposes and which are not obscene; or 
 

3. Exhibitions, performances, expressions or dances that are not obscene. 
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These exemptions shall not apply to the sexual conduct defined in § 6-4-301(v) of the 
Wyoming Statutes.   

 
K.  Determination of Obscenity. 

Whether or not activity is obscene shall be judged by consideration of the following factors: 
1. Whether the average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find 

the activity taken as a whole appeals to a prurient interest in sex; and 
 

2. Whether the activity depicts or describes in a patently offensive way, as measured 
against community standards, sexual conduct as described in Section §6-4-301(a)(v) of 
Wyoming Statutes.   
 

3. Whether the activity taken as a whole lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific 
value.   

 
L. Adult Motels. 

It may be inferred from evidence that a sleeping room in a hotel, motel or a similar 
commercial establishment that has been rented and vacated two (2) or more times in a 
period of time less than  four (4) hours that the establishment is an adult motel as that term 
is defined in this chapter. 
 
A person commits a misdemeanor if, as the person in control of a sleeping room in a hotel, 
motel or similar commercial establishment that does not have a sexually oriented business 
permit, he rents or sub-rents a sleeping room to a person, and within four (4) hours from the 
time the room is rented, he rents or sub-rents the same sleeping room again. 

 
M.  Outcall Services – Operation Requirements. 

It is unlawful for any business or employee providing outcall services contracted for in 
Carbon County fail to comply with the following requirements: 
1. All businesses permitted to provide outcall services shall provide to each patron a written 

contract in receipt of pecuniary compensation for services, three days prior to the date 
the services will occur. 

 
N.  Prohibited Conduct. 

Sexually oriented businesses shall not: 
1. Provide or sell any alcoholic beverages on the premises of the sexually oriented 

business.   
 

2. Permit a bed, sofa, mattress or similar item in any room on the premises, except that a 
sofa may be placed in a reception room open to the public or in any office to which 
patrons are not admitted, and except that in an adult theater such items may be on the 
stage as part of a performance. 
 

3. Allow any door to any room used for the business, except for the door to an office to 
which patrons shall not be admitted, outside doors and restroom doors to be lockable 
from the inside; 
 

4. Provide any room in which employee or employees and patron or patrons are alone 
together without a separation by a solid physical barrier at least three (3) feet high and 
eighteen (18) inches wide.  The patron or patrons shall remain on one side of the barrier 
and the employee or employees shall remain on the other side of the barrier. 
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Section 8.8 INSPECTIONS 
A.  Permit Inspections.  
 An owner or operator of an adult entertainment establishment shall permit a representative 

of the Sheriff’s Department, Planning and Zoning Department, County Health Department, 
Carbon County Fire Department and other County or State agency representative to inspect 
the premises of a sexually oriented business for insuring compliance with the law, at any 
time it is occupied or open for business. 

 
B.  Penalty. 
 A person who operates a sexually oriented business or his agent or employee commits an 

offense if he/she refuses to permit a lawful inspection of the premises by a representative of 
the County as outlined in paragraph (1) above, at any time it is occupied or open for 
business.  See Wyoming Statute § 18-5-206 for penalty provisions.  

 
C.  Do Not Apply.  
 The provisions of these sections do not apply to areas of an adult motel which are currently 

being rented by customers for use as a permanent or temporary habitation.   
 
 
Section 8.9 VALIDITY AND SEVERABILITY 
If any article, section, paragraph, clause, phrase or provision of this Resolution of the location of 
any District boundary shown in the records of the Zoning Officer that forms a part hereof shall 
be adjudged invalid or held unconstitutional, the same shall not affect the validity of this 
Resolution or records of the Zoning Officer as a whole or any part of provisions hereof other 
than the part so adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional.   
 
 
Section 8.10 INJUNCTION 
A person who operates or causes to operate a sexually oriented business in violation of any 
section or part of this section of the Carbon County Zoning Resolution is subject to a suit for 
injunction, as well as prosecution for criminal violations.  Such violations shall be punishable by 
a fine of not more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00) per offense.  Each day a sexually 
oriented business so operates is a separate offense or violation.  See Wyoming Statutes §§ 18-
5-205 and 18-5-206 for applicable penalty provisions. 
 
 
Section 8.11 MINORS 
No person under the age of eighteen (18) shall be permitted: 
A. In any sexually oriented business; 

 
B. To purchase goods or services at a sexually oriented business; or  

 
C. To work at a sexually oriented business as an employee.  
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County Approved 
Planned Unit 

Developments



P.U.D. Name Parcel Numbers or Legal Description Resolution No. Case File No.

Cody Resources LP / A Bar A The A Bar A Guest Ranch P.U.D. 2014-11 2014-01
encompasses 196+/- acres located in 
portions of Secs. 22, 23, 26, and 27
T14N, R81W

C & R Stocks 12890830003100 2013-29 2013-01

Little Snake River Museum 12890710002300 2012-37 2012-01

Cassidy River Ranch-Amended 23770740002800; 23770810003000; 2012-27 2012-02
23770820003200; 23771730004400; 
23771710004100; 23771920005600;
23771920005700; 23772920006800; 
23772920006900; 23772910006500; 
23772910006600; 23781240021000;
23782530005700; 237825400060000

Olsen Beal-Wyoming 22813330003500 2012-03 2011-01

Munroe A parcel of land (320+/- acres) located N/A 02-18
Secs. 5,6,7, T14N, R84W

Antelope Hills (Multi-Prop, Inc.) E1/2 NE1/4 & SW1/4 NE1/4, Sec. 7; N/A 99-19
NW1/4 NE1/4, Sec. 8, T16N, R83W

Cassidy River Ranch-Amended Part of Sec. 5 and Part of Sec. 6, South of 2005-27 98-09-02
River; Sec. 7, 8, 17, W1/2 Sec. 18, 19,
and 29, T23N, R77W, and South  and
East of River, part of Sec. 1, Part 11,
Part 12, Sec. 13, N1/2 Sec. 14, Sec. 23
and 25, T23N, R78W

Cassidy River Ranch Part of Sec. 5 and Part of Sec. 6, South of N/A 98-09
River; Sec. 7, 8, 17, W1/2 Sec. 18, 19,
and 29, T23N, R77W, and South  and
East of River, part of Sec. 1, Part 11,
Part 12, Sec. 13, N1/2 Sec. 14, Sec. 23
and 25, T23N, R78W

The "44" A parcel of land lying in Lots 2 and 3 in N/A 82-7
Sec. 5, T12N, R91W and Tract 46 in
Sec. 12, T13N, R91W

Carbon County Approved Planned Unit Developments (P.U.D.s) and Guides
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Prevention Resolution 
Resolution No. 1989-10
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Nuisance  
Resolution No. 2010-10



RESOLUTION NO. 2010-10 
NUISANCE RESOLUTION 

 
WHEREAS, the Carbon County Board of Commissioners under Wyoming 

Statute § 18-2-115 (a) is required to establish standards for determining when a site may 
be declared a nuisance under Wyo. Stat. 18-2-101(a)(viii); 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the purpose of this resolution is to 
protect and provide for the highest level of health, safety and welfare for County citizens 
and to promote and encourage the maintenance of properties within Carbon County. This 
resolution shall not regulate any permitted industrial facility, to include junk dealers as 
described at Wyoming Statute § 33-18-101 et. seq. and properly permitted under 
Wyoming Department of Regulations or County Zoning Resolutions, or oil and gas or 
mining operations necessary to the extraction, production or exploration of the mineral 
resources nor shall this resolution be construed to impair or modify any rights afforded to 
farm or ranch operations pursuant to the Wyoming Right to Farm and Ranch Act, and as 
amended. 
Section 1. Definitions as used herein.  
(a) Nuisance: Any use or non-use of property, which presents a clear and definable threat 
to the life, health, safety or welfare of Carbon County citizens or which is otherwise 
defined at common law, Wyoming State Statute, or herein.  
(b) Screening: The method by which the view from one property to another property is 
substantially shielded, concealed or hidden. Screening techniques include solid fences, 
walls, hedges, berms, significant setback or other County approved features.  
(c) Accumulation: Massing or storing of material, debris, matter or waste in a manner that 
exceeds quantities that would commonly be considered reasonable or are significantly 
inconsistent with surrounding properties and like uses.  
(d) Toxic material: Material that is listed by OSHA as a hazardous substance where 
exposure to said substance is greater that permitted by OSHA.  
(e) Hazardous material: a substance or material that has been designated as hazardous 
under section 5103 of Federal hazardous materials transportation law (49 U.S.C. 5103). 
The term includes hazardous substances, hazardous wastes, marine pollutants, elevated 
temperature materials, materials designated as hazardous under Hazardous Materials 
Regulations 49 CFR Parts 100-185 and/or Protection of the Environment 40 CFR Parts 1-
766.  
(f) Primary Property or Source: The main and significant property, area, spot or source 
from which a nuisance originates.  
(g) Vehicle: as defined by Wyoming Statute under Title 31.  
Section 2. General.  
(a) A site, property, tract, lot, building grounds, area or other property may be declared a 
nuisance by the Board of County  Commissioners in conformance with Wyoming Statute  
§18-2-101 et. seq. if a nuisance, as listed in Section 2 (c) of this Resolution exists on said 
site, property, tract, lot, building grounds, area or other property.  
(b) The Board of Carbon County Commissioners authorizes and designates the Carbon 
County Planning and Development Director to investigate and determine the existence of 
a nuisance and to make recommendations to the Commissioners concerning a property 
being a nuisance.  
 (c) The following may be declared a nuisance by the Board of Carbon County 
Commissioners:  
       (1) Failure to keep material, debris, waste, refuse or garbage properly 
contained;  

    (2) The outside, unscreened storage or keeping of four or more inoperable and 
          unregistered vehicles;  
    (3) The unscreened and/or unlicensed accumulation of materials, debris, waste 
          recyclables, or other scrap or junk material;  



    (4) The active or passive discharge into the environment of toxic or noxious 
materials 

          in such concentrations as to endanger the public health from a primary 
property 

          or source;  
                (5) The active or passive contamination of any well, cistern, stream, lake,  

    groundwater, or other body of water by sewage, waste or other materials or  
    substances from a primary property or source;  

    (6) Accumulation of decayed or decaying matter, trash, rubbish, garbage or any 
          substance which is demonstrated and determined to be a health hazard;  
    (7) Storage, use or disposal of hazardous material, in such quantity or manner 

that 
          creates a public health hazard;  
    (8) Any condition or situation which renders a structure designed and 

constructed 
           for human habitation or any part thereof unsanitary, unhealthy or unfit for 
           human habitation, occupancy or use, or renders any property unsanitary or 
           unhealthy;  

(d) Violations of the foregoing provisions may be enforced through any method 
authorized for enforcement through the provisions of Wyoming Statute § 18-2-101 et. 
seq. or the Carbon County Zoning Resolutions. Such remedies may include injunction, 
mandamus or other form of judicial action and any other applicable method under law 
including but not limited to criminal citations. The selection of one remedy for 
enforcement shall not prohibit the implementation of any other remedies available under 
law. All remedies available may be used individually or cumulatively.  
Approved this 16 day of March, 2010. 

-s- Terry Weickum, Chairman 
       -s- Jerry Paxton 
       -s- Charles C. Young, M.D. 
Attest: 
-s- Gwynn G. Bartlett, County Clerk 
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Resolution No. BOCC Approval
Date

2020-28 7/7/2020

2019-05 3/5/2019

2018-08 3/6/2018

2016-40 10/18/2016

2015-36 10/6/2015
(Adopted)

2015-26 8/5/2015

2015-02 1/6/2015

2011-09 4/5/2011

2010-34 10/5/2010

2009-39 11/17/2009

2008-12 5/8/2008
(Rescinded)

2004-02 1/6/2004

2003-04 1/21/2003

Carbon County
Zoning Resolution Amendments
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Resolution No. BOCC Approval
Date

Carbon County
Zoning Resolution Amendments

2000-6 8/1/2000
(Null & Void)

Not Available 1989

Not Available 9/6/1972

Not Available 1/11/1971
(Original Adoption Date)
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