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MINUTES OF MEETIJG& 

!OARD or COUNTY CGatISSIOIDCRS 
Ca.rbOll County, W7omln« 

Meeting a, the Count7 Eoatd of 
!q_ualhat1on 

1941 

---

'?he Board of County Commlselonet• of Carbo• Count7 1 Vyom1~ met Jun• 9th, 

• . 1941 at 10:00 A.M. a• proT1ded b1 Ch. 115, A.rt 22, W.R.S,, 1931, the meeting 

beinc the 1ec0nd meeting of the Count7 Board ot ~ualizatlon. 

Chairman of the :Board, John r. Gool!J, ».c•u,McCartb7 and Ired 1. Ban,.. 

appointed clerk of the meeting. 

The !oard recessed at noon and reconvened at 2&00 P.M. and adjourned at 

5:00 P.~. to meet the follov1ng da7. 

Meeting called to order 10:00 A.M. June 10th, 1941. All meabera pre1ent. 

The Union Pacific Coal Co. ot Rock Sprin.g1, W7oming, repre1ented b1 Mr. J. •• 

Brown, Tax Agent, Mr. John u. Looml• and Mr. A. R. MeKickea, Attorney,, re-

quested that the action of the tir1t meeting ot the Board of lquali~ation, 1941, 

iu which meeting the !oard upheld the a11essment of Mining ~lachln•rr in the 

U.P.Coal Co. Mine Jo. 4 1n Eanna, be reeonaidered and that the ae1e1smeut b• 

r•Yeked. Mr. Looml• further ~eqtietted that the !oard vlthhold action until 

the Attoru•J General tor the Stat• ot W7omtn& render• a dac111on. Upon being 

adTieed b7 Mr~ J~ J~ Ricke7, Count7 Attorne7, action wa• postponed until fur­

ther notice, motion being mde b7 Mr. Hallsen, 1 that the !oard ava1t the opinion 

ot the Attorne7 General before making a final deci11on, 1 seconded bf Mr. Mo­

Cart~. All member• Toting a1e, the motion wa1 carried. Meeting rege11ed fer 

lunch and reconTened at 2:00 P.M. In a telephone'conTersatioa with Mr. Bicker. 

lb.• e!!ic• of the Attone1 General informed Mr~ RickeJ that the only rulillg 

ma.de b7. the legal department of the State wa1 one'inade b7 Mr. Arthur Ilise, 

a cr,p7 ot which 11 1a the po11es11on of the Asae11or, which ruling 1tate1 that 

1W• vlwh to adTlit that ve are of the same opinion at Mr. Ca11c1ch and Mr. 

_EicktJ, and we feel that all per,onal property belonging to m1a1ng companies, 

including movable machlner7, coal care. etc~, 1• taxable as personal property 

b7 the count1•• of the State. We baee this rul1Dg on the reason• g1Ten b7 

Mf. Oalicich and Mr. Bicke7 is their opinions to their re1pect1Te count7 as,,. 

_.et1ora.• Thi• ruling _auatained the op1niona of Kr. Ricke7 and Mr. ·0a11c1ch, 

Count7 Attorne7 for Sweetwater Count1, in which opinion, th• tw~ attorne:• are 

1• clo•• accord, and vhich Mr. Ricke7 states: 1Mach1neq uaed in mininc er 

manufact.urln,; or other buaine•• establ11bl\1nt• conatituti~ a part of the plant 

and ind1ape~1able to the operation ae eueh it commonl7 taxed with, and at a p,.rt 

•f• the realt7 and 11 not nbject to taxation aa peraonal propert1. While 
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portable or moTabl• machinerr or equipment ordina.ril7 remain■ per1onalt7 and 

11 taxable onl7 a1 tuch. In m:r opinion the leadln« machines••••••••••••••• 

••••••• would remain personalt7 •••••••••• under the law ••t forth in Corpu.1 

Juris under taxation and reTenue, page, 188 and 189, eection 151 x.• Mr. Hie,.. 

ke7 wa, further adTlaed by th• attorne7 general 1e 6tf1c• that their opinion wuuld 

Jlot be forthcoming a, an opin.ion ha.d not been requested and that the contirmatien 

o! the opiniene of Mr. Hicke7 and Mr. Oalicich b7 Mr. lline would 1tRnd as the of­

ficial action of the Attorney General'• Office UZ1til ·a reque1t came from the State 

Board of Xqualtz•tion for an opinion. The Board thereupon ordered the clerk of 

the board t• ad.Tise the agent• of the Union Pacific Coal Co. b7 regi1ter1d mail 

that the 4eci1ion •f the Board would be annoUJlced at 10:00 A,M. June 14th, 1941. 

The following notices were 1ent to the agents to the compan7: 1Tou are h9r1b7 

notified that the Board o! Count7 Commi11ionere of Carbon Count71 W7omizi« will 

giTe their deci1ion on the matter ot taxing personal propert7 in the Union Pao­

ific Coal Co. Mine lo. 4 in Hanna for the 7ear 1941, which decision waa reaerTed 

b7 the Board of Count7 Commi11ionera pending adTice trom th• Office ot the At­

torne7 General for the State of W7oming, on June 14, 1941 at 10:00 A. M. at their 

otfice1 in the Carbon Cou.nt7 Courthou1e 1 Bawlina, WToming." The ~oard then ad,. 

Journed until June 14th, 1941. 

Meeting called to order 10:00 A.M. June 14th, 1941 with all Co1D11i11ioner1 

present, with J. J. Hicke7 ud Wm. A. Johnson, Count7 Aeseesor, adTiaing the 

Board. The following letter. add.reseed to the State Board ot lqualization b7 

Mr. Ewing T. Xerr, Attorne7 General, was read b7 the commi11ioner1:-•Tou haTe 

reque1ted and ot!icial opinion from thh office upoD fhe proper iAterpretation 

of Article XV, Section 3, of the Cenatitution of W7oming, and particularl7 with 

respect to the dut7 o! the County A11ea1or1 to a11eaa per1onal property ~1thin 

the mine•••••••••••••••••••~ rea,on of the importance of this ~ue1tion we haTe 

taken a great deal of time to etud7 the hi1tory o! this con1titutional preTieioa 

as well aa legi1latiY• enactment• since _,tateheo4. Taking all and all into con.-

11derat1on, we are of the opinion that under tbe construction placed upea Article 

XV, Section 3, of the Constitution, b7 admiai,tratiTe officials of this state 

1iace statehood, our opinio~ 1hould be and is that Count7 A11e11or1 of th11 State 

1hould not attempt to a11e1a the personal propert7 and equipment located within 

a mine ia thi• 1tate.• The Board con1idered the content, of thi1 opinion, and 

with a complete diacu11i~n of the probable outcome of the caae, ehould an appeal 

be made, heard the motion ot Mr. McCartbT 1That upon the a4Tioe of the Attorne7-

Gen1ral and con,idering the inadTiaabilit7 ot the additional expenee 1.nvolTed in 

litigatin« the que1tion ot the tanbilit7 ot personal propert7 in the mine,. the 

que1tion be anawered in the neptiTe and that the aseeaament ot per,onal propert7 

!er th• 7ear 1941 in the Union Pacific Coal Co. Mine Bo. 4 in Hanna be cancelled.• 
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Motion bein,; dul7 mad• 11cond•d and carried, the deei1ion of the 

board va• to cancel the a11e11ment in queatlon. There beinl; no 

further bu1ine19 before the Board, it adjourned for the 7ear 1941. 

:Ravlbt, W7011in& 
June 14, 1941 

fi,~~e.-.-
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
clerk of the board 

-

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chairman ot the J3oar4 
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